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A    DISCOURSE,    &c 


Romans  viii.  19 — 23. 

19.  For  the  earnest  expectation  of  the  Creature 
waiteth  for  the  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God. 

20.  For  the  creature  was  made  subject  to  vanity,  not 
willingly,  but  by  reason  of  him  who  hath  subjected  the 
same  in  hope, 

21.  Because  the  creature  itself  also  shall  be  delivered 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  children  of  God. 

22.  For  we  know  that  the  whole  creation  groaneth 
and  travaileth  in  pain  together  until  now. 

23.  And  not  only  they,  but  ourselves  also,  which 
have  the  first  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  even  we  ourselves 
groan  within  ourselves,  waiting  for  the  adoption,  to 
wit,  the  redemption  of  our  body. 

Those  of  my  audience,  who  have  at- 
tended  the    previous   Lectures   of   this 
Course,    must   now  be   aware,  that  the 
future,  persona],  and   glorious   reign  of 
1* 
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Jesus  Christ  upon  the  earth  is  one  of 
*'  those  things,  which  are  most  surely 
beheved  among  us."  A  preliminary 
difficulty,  however,  may  have  occurred 
to  their  minds,  namely,  that  any  such 
expectation  is  not  easily  reconciled  with 
the  prevailing  ideas  respecting  the  final 
state  of  the  righteous,  and,  in  particular, 
regarding  the  utter  destruction  of  man's 
present  dwelling-place,  if  not  also  of  the 
surrounding  suns,  moons,  and  stars,  at 
the  second  "  glorious  appearing  of  the 
great  God,  even  our  Saviour."  "  The 
common  imagination,"  says  an  eloquent 
living  divine — who,  we  trust,  in  spite  of 
his  eloquence,  will  be  allowed  to  have 
some  rational  views  of  Biblical  interpre- 
tation— "  the  common  imagination,"  says 
Dr.  Chalmers,  "that  we  have  of  Para- 
dise, on  the  other  side  of  death,  is  that 
of  a  lofty  aerial  region,  where  the  in- 
mates float  in  ether,  or  are  mysteriously 
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suspended  upon  nothing — where  all  the 
warm  and  sensible  accompaniments, 
which  give  such  an  expression  of  strength, 
and  life,  and  colouring,  to  our  present 
habitation,  are  attenuated  into  a  sort  of 
spiritual  element,  that  is  meagre,  and 
imperceptible,  and  utterly  uninviting  to 
the  eye  of  mortals  here  below — where 
every  vestige  of  materialism  is  done 
away,  and  nothing  left  but  unearthly 
scenes  that  have  no  power  of  allurement, 
and  certain  unearthly  ecstasies,  with 
which  it  is  felt  impossible  to  sympathize." 
Now,  my  hearers,  it  must  needs  be 
confessed  at  the  outset,  that,  if  these 
monkish  frenzies  are  to  be  venerated  as 
your  only  true  spiritual  orthodoxy,  then 
the  Society,  at  whose  invitation  we  are 
met  here  this  evening,  is  most  grievously 
heterodox.  And  as  all  the  members  of 
that  Society  are,  at  the  same  time,  *'  mem- 
bers of  evangelical  churches  in  good  and 
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regular  standing,"  (Note  E,)  it  is  cer- 
tainly incumbent  on  them  to  render  their 
reasons  for  "  the  hope  that  is  in  them,'''* 
but  which  to  many  of  their  brethren 
seems  so  questionable.  The  Perpetuity  of 
the  Earth  has,  accordingly,  been  selected 
as  the  subject  of  discussion  to-night. 

And  now,  in  fulfilling  this  design,  let 
me 

I.  In  the  first  place,  ask  your  earnest 
attention  to  the  Scrij)ture  Just  read,  where 
we  shall  find  the  truth,  which  is  else- 
where commonly  taken  for  granted,  most 
emphatically  asserted. 

II.  We  shall  confirm  the  results  of  this 
exegesis  by  other  collateral  testimonies  of 
Holy  Writ, 

III.  We  shall  notice  objections^  and 
may  the  gracious  Spirit  of  the  Master 
grant  us  all  an  understanding  mind,  and 
a  docile  heart,  in  the  study  of  His  own 
Word! 
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I.  On  these  verses  a  late  learned 
editor  and  critic  of  the  New  Testament* 
remarks  : — "  There  is  perhaps  no  passage 
of  the  apostle  more  difficult  than  the 
present,  or  on  which  the  opinions  of  com- 
mentators are  more  various."  You  will 
be  able  to  form  some  faint  idea  of  the 
perplexity  and  confusion,  when  we  assure 
you  that  the  single  word  which  occurs 
four  times,  and  is  in  our  version  thrice 
translated  ^^  creature,"^^  and  once  ^^  crea- 
tioUi''  has  been  understood  by  some  to 
mean  "the  lower  animals — the  brute 
creation" — while  by  another  class  of 
interpreters  it  is  supposed  that  "  the 
Jews "  are  intended,  and  by  another 
"  the  Gentiles  ;" — some,  again,  choose  to 
refer  it  generally  to  "the  saints" — others 
to  "  the  wicked  ;" — some  to  "  the  holy 
angels  " — and  others  to  "  the  devils." 
It  is  not  my  purpose,  certainly,  to  take 

*  Dr.  Bloomfield. 
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up  your  time  in  explaining  how  these 
several  opinions  are  carried  out  in  their 
application.  I  trust  that  it  will  be  more 
for  our  edification,  if  I  simply  give  you 
that  view  of  the  whole  passage,  which 
appears  to  me,  after  a  somewhat  careful 
examination  of  all  the  theories,  by  far  the 
most  obvious,  and  the  best. 

1.  This  Sih  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Romans  is  properly  regarded  as  a 
triumphant  survey  of  the  privileges  of  that 
state  of  justification  diud  j^rogressive  holiness, 
into  which,  as  had  been  shown  in  the 
previous  chapters,  a  sinner  is  introduced 
by  the  divine  mercy,  as  soon  as  he 
believes  in  Christ  for  the  salvation  of  his 
soul.  Amongst  the  rest  the  apostle 
mentions,  in  the  16th  verse,  Xhejilial  re- 
lation which  christians  sustain  to  the 
blessed  God ; — and  this,  by  an  associa- 
tion direct  and  natural,  instantaneously 
reminds  him  of  "  the  inheritance  of  saints." 
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V.  17,  "if  children,  then  heirs.''  The 
inference  is  as  certain,  as  it  is  transport- 
ing. 

2.  But  you  will  notice  that,  while 
thus  "  rejoicing  in  hope,"  Paul  is  in  no 
clanger  of  forgetting  his  obligations  to  the 
Saviour.  He  knew  well  that  to  the  same 
hand,  from  which  the  church  has  already 
"  received  the  atonement,"  she  must  now 
look  for  the  crown.  If  her  true  members 
enjoy  the  witness  of  the  "  Spirit  of  adop- 
tion," V.  15,  it  is  "  the  Sjnrit  of  Christ 
that  is  in  them."  If  they  are  "  the  chil- 
dren of  God,"  V.  1(5,  it  is  because  the 
Only-Begotten  and  Well-Beloved  is  "not 
ashamed  to  call  them  brethren.''''  Being 
children,  they  are  also  heirs ;  but  the 
title,  on  which  they  rest  all  their  claim, 
runs  in  the  name  of  the  ^^First-Born.''' 
V.  17,  "  They  are  joint-hcii^s  with  Christ.'''' 
The  prize,  on  which  the  eye  of  their 
divine  ambition  is  seen  to  rest,  is  "glory, 
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honour,  and  immortality;" — but  what 
more  is  that  than  a  participation  with 
Christ?  As  they  "  run  the  race  set  be- 
fore them  in  the  Gospel,"  they  *'  declare 
plainly,  that  they  seek  a  country  ;" — and 
that  country  is  "  ImmanueVs  land*''''  Is. 
viii.  8.  "  They  suffer  with  Him,  that 
they  may  be  also  glorified  together.''''  Nor 
shall  that  hope  "  make  them  ashamed." 
To  "  the  least  in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  " 
it  shall  one  day  be  given  to  sit  upon  a 
throne  ; — but  that  too  is  the  Throne  of  the 
Crucified,*  which  the  love  of  Jesus  will 
share  with  his  disciples. 

3.  This  personal,  indefeasible  interest, 
however,  which  every  believer  possesses 
in  the  fortunes  of  his  Lord,  as  it  expresses 

*  Very  plainly  distinguished  from  the  throne  of  the 
Eternal  Father;  Rev.  iii.  21,  "To  him  that  overcometh 
will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also 
overcame,  and  am  set  down  with  my  Father  in  his 
throne." 
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the  nature  of  his  right  to  ''the  recompense 
of  the  reward,"  so  is  it  also  the  best 
guarantee  for  the  sufficiency — the  excel- 
lency— the  "  exceeding  greatness  "  of  the 
reward  itself.  We  cannot  wonder  at  the 
conclusions  of  the  Apostolic  Martyr; — 
"  For  I  reckon  " — says  he,  v.  18, — such 
is  the  arithmetic,  or,  if  you  please,  such 
the  logic  of  faith — "  I  reckon,  that  the 
sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory 
which  shall  be  revealed  in  us."  This 
was  no  enthusiastic  fancy,  nor  yet  any 
random  guess  ;  but  a  deliberate,  solemn 
estimate  of  the  comparative  importance 
of  these  two  things.  And  the  ecstatic 
emotions,  which  this  "  full  assurance  of 
faith "  never  failed  to  enkindle  in  the 
bosom  of  "our  beloved  brother  Paul," 
he  pours  forth  in  the  highly  figurative 
language  of  our  text; — in  a  burst  of 
poetry,  we  might  have  said,  worthy  of 
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the  loftiest  raptures  of  Isaiah.  But  in 
this  case,  at  any  rate,  you  cannot  doubt, 
that  poetry  is  merely  the  impassioned  utter- 
ance  of  truth.  And  now  we  are  prepared 
to  ask,  what  is  the  truths  so  beautifully,  so 
sublimely  recorded  ? 

4.  It  v.'ill,  then,  be  granted,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  future  triumph  of  the  Saints 
of  the  Most  High — that  "  blessed  hope," 
"of  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth 
of  all  His  holy  prophets  since  the  world 
began,"  Acts  iii.  21,  is  the  very  theme 
that  here  fires  the  soul  of  an  apostle. 
Mark  the  variety  of  phrase  which  he 
employs  to  describe  it.  In  the  19th 
verse,  it  is  spoken  of  as  "  the  manifesta- 
tion of  ^the  sons  of  God;" — in  the  21st,  it 
is  "the  glorious  liberty  of  His  children;" 
— and,  in  the  23d,  it  is  emphatically  "the 
adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption  of  the 
body." 

These    expressions    mutually  explain 
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each  other  ;  and  the  last  of  them  determines 
the  ijcriod  when  they  shall  all  be  fulfilled. 
It  is  the  time  of  "  the  resurrection  of  the 
just,"  or,  in  the  language  of  the  heavenly 
worshippers.  Rev.  xi.  18,  "  The  time  of 
the  dead,  when  they  shall  be  judged,  and 
when  the  Lord  God  Almight}^  shall  give 
reward  unto  His  servants  the  prophets, 
and  to  the  saints,  and  them  that  fear  His 
name,  small  and  great ; — and  He  shall 
destroy  them  which  destroy  the  earth." 
These  events,  we  are  taught  by  Scrip- 
ture, will  follow  immediately  upon  the 
second  advent  of  the  Saviour  to  this  re- 
bellious world.  1  Cor.  xv.  22,  23  ;  "  In 
Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive.  But 
every  man  in  his  own  order  :  Christ  the 
first  fruits  ;  afterward  they  that  are 
Christ's  at  his  coming,'''' 

5.  Now  this  **  redemption  of  the  body" 
from  the  power  of  the  grave  will  be,  in  a 
sense,  "  the  adoption"  of  the  church  into 
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the  family  of  God,  inasmuch  as  it  will,  so 
to  speak,  'publicly  affix  the  seal  of  "  the 
King  eternal,  immortal,  and  invisible," 
to  that  great  act  of  electing  love,  and 
regenerating  grace.  Just  as  our  apostle 
declared  in  his  sermon  in  the  synagogue 
at  Antioch,  Acts  xiii.  38,  that  what  is 
"  written  in  the  second  psalm,  Thou  art 
my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee," 
received  an  illustration  at  least  when  God 
*'  raised  up  Jesus  again." 

In  the  present  context,  indeed,  there  is 
an  evident  allusion  to  an  established 
usage  among  the  Romans,  to  whom  this 
epistle  is  addressed.  When  a  man 
wished  to  adopt  such  a  one  for  his  son, 
he  might,  in  the  first  instance,  confine 
himself  to  an  intimation  of  his  purpose  to 
the  parties  more  directly  interested,  or 
any  others  he  thought  proper  to  acquaint 
with  it.  But  this  was  only  a  preliminary 
step,   and  was  followed  by  the  public. 
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solemn  recognition  before  a  magistrate, 
when  the  proceedings  were  entered  on 
the  records  of  the  state.  So  will  it  be  in 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead.  Already 
the  friends  of  Jesus  have  "  received  the 
Spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  they  cry, 
Abba,  Father.  And  the  Spirit  itself 
beareth  witness  with  their  spirit,  that 
they  are  the  children  of  God."  But  this 
testimony  is  private — secret — and  is  not 
heard  at  all  by  a  proud,  noisy  world. 
Nay,  the  sweet  accents  of  the  '*  still,  small 
voice"  sometimes  fall  but  faintly  on  the 
listening  ear  of  the  saint.  Then,  how- 
ever, will  be  the  manifestation  of  the  sons 
of  God  ; — when,  as  was  said  of  their  glo- 
rious Representative,  Rom.  i.  4,  they 
shall  be  *'  declared  to  be  the  sons  of  God 
with  power  hy  the  resuri-ection  from  the 
dead."*^  The  imperishable  archives  of 
eternity  will  be  produced,  and  opened, 
and  lo  !  their  humble  names  are  found 
2* 
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written  there  in  the  *'  Lamb's  book  of 
life,"  and  they  are  read  aloud  in  the 
hearing  of  God,  and  of  the  holy  angels. 
**  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God, 
and  it  doth  not  yet  ap'pear  what  we  shall 
be  :*  but  we  know  that,  when  He  shall 
appear y  we  shall  be  like  Him  ;  for  we 
shall  see  Him  as  He  is.  Therefore  the 
world  knoweth  us  not,  because  it  knew 
Him  not."     1  John,  iii,  1,  2. 

Under  the  present  economy,  we  can 
judge  of  a  man's  relations  to  God  only  from 
a  cautious  and  vigilant  inspection  of  his 
general  habits  and  course  of  life  ;  or  else, 
from  the  opinion  of  others  as  fallible  as 
ourselves.  For  we  need  scarcely  remind 
you  how  often,  after  every  opportunity 
of  forming  a  correct  judgment  has  been 
diligently  and  even  anxiously  improved, 

*  Or  rather;  "What  we  shall  be  hath  not  yet  ap- 
peared; but  we  know  that,  when  He  shall  appear, 
we,  ifcc." 
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our  liability  to  err  is  nevertheless  made 
painfully  apparent  even  to  ourselves. 
Let  us  be  warned  by  these  bitter  disap- 
pointments, not  discouraged.  Rather  let 
us  recollect  that  this  is  not  the  season  of 
^^  manifestation''^  —  of  apocalypse,  so  the 
word  is — or,  revelation — "  of  the  sons  of 
God."  We  may  also  console  our  hearts 
with  the  assurance,  that  we  meet,  and 
pass,  many  a  pilgrim  of  time  on  the 
streets — and  in  the  paths  of  the  woods — 
and  in  the  "  dark  twilight " — and  know 
not  all  the  while,  that  the  weary  way- 
farer is  a  child  of  God.  Or  the  good 
man  dies,  and  is  buried,  and  we  are  in 
like  manner  unconscious  of  the  greatness 
of  our  loss,  and  we  commit  the  "earthly 
tabernacle"  to  the  tomb  as  if  it  were  but 
common  dust.  How  will  the  case  be  al- 
tered, when  "  the  Morning  cometh"  of 
Manifestation  !  "  The  Father  of 
spirits  shall  appear,  and  his  children  shall 
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be  like  Him."  This  mortal  shall  put  on 
immortality  and  "  the  body  of  our  hu- 
miliation shall  be  fashioned  like  unto  the 
body  of  Christ's  glory,"  Phil.  iii.  21;— 
And  then,  when  we  meet  a  saint,  it  will 
be  as  when  the  apostles  "  were  wdth  the 
Lord  in  the  holy  mount,"  and,  as  one  of 
them  relates,  "  w^eie  eye-witnesses  of  His 
majesty."     2  Pet.  i.  16-18.* 

6.  Another  idea,  by  which  the  apostle 
represents  to  us  the  future  blessedness  of 
the  righteous,  is  that  of  their  "  glorious 
libert}^"  Until  then  the  body  is  "  holden 
of  the  bands  of  death,"  Acts  ii.  24  ;  and, 
as  it  regards  the  soul,  we  can  have  no 
doubt  that  its  capacities,  both  for  service 
and  enjoyment,  are  contracted,  compared 
with  what  they  will  be  after  *'  the  re- 

*  The  reader  is  requested  to  examine  the  passage. 
We  learn  from  it,  that  the  Transfiguration  of  Jesus  was 
a  gUmpse — a  gleam  of  the  "  power  and  coming" — or, 
the  powerful  coming — "  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
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demption  of  the  purchased  possession." 
Eph.  i.  14.  "  The  Lord  our  God  shall 
come,  and  all  the  saints  with  him,"  Zech. 
xiv.  5  ;  or  in  the  words  of  New  Testa- 
ment inspiration,  "  them  which  sleep  in 
Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him,"  1  Thess. 
iv.  14 ; — and  exulting  spirits  shall  be 
taught  to  wield  the  energies  of  "incor- 
ruptible, glorious,  powerful,  spiritual " 
bodies,  1  Cor.  xv.  42-44,  in  the  unwearied 
service  of  their  King;  and  the  noble  army 
of  the  "  witnesses"  for  God's  truth  on  earth 
shall  suddenly  burst  from  their  "  Cloudy'' 
Heb.  xii.  1,  and  "  shine  as  the  brightness 
of  the  firmament,  and  as  the  stars  for 
ever  and  ever."     Dan.  xii.  3. 

7.  This,  therefore,  is  unquestionably 
the  consummation  of  which  these  verses 
treat.  And  now  it  is  easily  understood 
how  the  saints,  under  all  their  burdens  of 
sin  and  sorrow,  should  "  groan  within 
themselves,"  while  they  wait,  and  look, 
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and  long,  for  their  final  and  complete  de- 
liverance "  at  the  glorious  appearing  of 
the  great  God,  even  their  own  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ."  Tit.  ii.  13.  It  is  not  so 
much  "  the  sufferings  of  this  present 
time,"  however,  you  will  observe,  by 
which  this  spiritual  agony  is  aroused,  as 
by  their  anticipations  of  "  the  glory  that 
shall  be  revealed  in  them."  Or,  as  the 
apostle  has  expressed  it  in  another  place, 
2  Cor.  V.  1-5  ;  "  v/e  know  that  if  our 
earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dis- 
solved, we  have  a  building  of  God,  a 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens.  For  in  this  we  groan, 
earnestly  desiring  to  be  clothed  upon 
with  our  house  which  is  from  heaven  : 
if  so  be  that  being  clothed  we  shall  not 
be  found  naked.  For  we  that  are  in  this 
tabernacle  do  groan,  being  burdened  : 
not  for  that  we  would  he  unclothed^  hut  clothed 
upon,  that  mortality  might  be  swallowed 
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up  of  life."  (Comp.  1  Cor.  xv.  54,  and 
see  Note  F.)  "Now be  that  hath  wrought 
us  for  the  selfsame  thing  is  God,  who 
also  hath  given  unto  us  the  earnest  of  the 
Spirit."  Just  so  Paul  here  avows,  that 
he  and  all  his  brethren  "  had  the  first 
fruits  of  the  Spirit."  But  this,  so  far 
from  allaying,  was  found  rather,  by  the 
certainty  it  afforded  of  the  future  harvest, 
as  well  as  by  the  sweetness  of  the  fore- 
taste itself,  to  inflame  the  ardour  of  their 
desires  for  the  fulness  of  possession. 
And  in  all  this^  we  repeat,  there  appears 
to  be  nothing  whatever  difficult  or  strange. 
8.  But  what  does- the  writer  mean  by 
all  that  he  says  about  the  "  creature," 
or,  as  the  very  same  word  is  translated 
in  the  22d  verse,  and  elsewhere,  about 
the  "  creation  ?"  We  confess,  we  are 
almost  tempted  to  ask  in  reply,  what 
difficulty  would  any  plain  man,  with  his 
plain  English  Bible,  find  in  understand- 
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ing  what  is  meant?  We  cannot  but 
think,  that  quite  a  large  share  of  the 
tiouble  and  anxiety,  which  this  passage 
has  occasioned  among  commentators,  has 
arisen  from  their  overlooking,  or  from 
their  unwillingness  to  look  at  a  truth, 
which  nevertheless  appears  to  be  very 
frequently  recognised  in  Scripture  ; — to 
wit,  that  "  the  creature,"  or  "  the  crea- 
tion,"— the  visible  frame  of  nature,  in  so 
far  as  man  has  to  do  with  it — in  other 
words,  this  world  with  all  its  tribes, 
animate  and  inanimate — has  ever  been,  is 
now,  and  ever  shall  be,  most  deeply  interested 
in  all  the  varied  destinies  of  the  human 
race.  The  dwelling-place  of  man  de- 
pends, for  its  order  and  beauty,  on  the 
character  of  its  inhabitant  and  lord.  On 
the  evening  and  the  morning  of  the  sixth 
day,  and  before  sin  had  *'  brought  death 
into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe,"  "  God 
saw  everything  that  He  had  made,  and, 
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behold,  it  was  very  good."     But,  in  the 
evil  hour  of  the  first  transgression, 

"  Earth  felt  the  wound,  and  Nature  from  her  seat, 
Sighing  through  all  her  works,  gave  signs  of  woe, 
That  all  was  lost."— Par.  Lost,  B.  ix.  782—4. 

And  SO,  when  the  man  joined  and  abetted 
the  woman  in  her  trespass, 

"  Earth  trembled  from  her  entrails,  as  again 

In  pangs,  and  nature  gave  a  second  groan ; 

Sky  lower'd,  and,  mutt'ring  thunder,  some  sad  drops 

Wept  at  completing  of  the  mortal  sin 

Original."— Ibid.  1.  1000—5. 

But  we  shall  quote  no  further  from  the 
splendid  descriptions  of  the  poet,  when 
an  inspired  apostle  expresses  the  whole 
sad  reality  in  two  words  ; — "the  creature 
was  made  subject  to  vanity — the  bondage 
of  corruptio?i  ;^^  that  is,  to  uproar  and 
tumult,  decay  and  death  ; — nay,  which 
was  the  deepest  degradation  of  all,  was 
perverted  from  its  natural  use  in  glorify- 
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ing  the  Creator,  and,  by  the  lusts  and 
passions  of  men,  was  compelled  to  serve 
as  an  *'  instrument  of  unrighteousness 
unto  sin."  In  the  tender  language  of 
Jeiemiah,  xii.  4,  *'  the  land  mourns,  and 
the  herbs  of  every  field  wither,  for  the 
wickedness  of  them  that  dwell  therein  ;  the 
beasts  are  consumed,  and  the  birds,  he- 
cause  they  say  J  He  shall  not  see  our  last  end,"*^ 
9.  You  will  next  observe,  that  this  sub- 
jection of  the  reature  was  not  at  all  a 
voluntary  thing  on  its  part,  nor  the  con- 
sequence of  any  wilful  transgression,  of 
which  it  was  incapable  ;  but  it  is  to  be 
regarded  as  altogether  a  sovereign  act  of 
God,  "  subjecting  the  same,"  as  Paul 
speaks-  The  reference  is  obvious  enough 
to  Gen.  iii.  4,  5  ;  "  and  unto  Adam  he 
said,  cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake;  in 
sorrow  shalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days  of 
thy  life ;  thorns  also  and  thistles  shall  it 
bring  forth  unto  thee." 
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10.  The  "  subjection,"  however,  bless- 
ed be  God,  was  never  intended  to  be 
final.  The  sorrows  of  the  creature  also 
shall  have  an  end.  It  was  made  subject 
"m  lioye,''^  says  my  text, — "  because  the 
creature  itself  also  shall  be  delivered  from 
the  bondage  of  corruption,"  and  rejoice 
with  the  saints  in  their  joy.  "For  we 
know  that  the  whole  creation  groaneth 
and  travaileth  in  pain  together  until  now." 
But  they  are  the  pangs,  not  of  dissolu- 
tion, BUT  OF  BIRTH.  When,  at  the 
crucifixion  of  Jesus,  "  the  veil  of  the 
temple  was  rent  in  twain,  and  the  earth 
did  quake,  and  the  rocks  rent,"  Mat. 
xxviii.  51,  this  was  not  merely  Nature's 
shudder  at  hearing  the  loud  cry  of  her 
expiring  Lord  ; — but  the  cry  itself,  "  it 
is  finished,"  startled  her,  you  may  sup- 
pose, into  a  mighty  passion  of  fearful 
jo}^ ;  for  we  read,  that  amidst  these  sud- 
den, and,  as  it  were,  premature,  throes, 
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VS.  52,  53,  *Hhe  graves  were  opeiied^  and 
many  bodies  of  the  saints  ichich  slept  arose, 
and  came  out  of  the  graves  after  his  i-esiirrec- 
tion,  and  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  ajp- 
pearcd  tnito  inany.'*^  My  hearers,  it  was  a 
marvellous  type — a  gracious  earnest  of 
the  future  manifestation  of  the  sons  of 
God  ; — the  glorious  result,  for  which  the 
creature  is  here  said  to  wait  with  out- 
stretched necli.  For  that  same  voice, 
which  then  shouted  amidst  the  agonies 
of  Calvary,  shall  again  be  heard  out  of 
the  midst  of  the  Throne ;  "  behold,  I  jnake 
all  things  i\ew  /" 

We  believe  therefore,  that  "  the  time" 
is  "  set,"  and,  from  man}' concurring  tes- 
timonies of  God's  word  and  providence, 
we  humbly  indulge  the  hope,  that  *'  the 
day  is  at  hand,"  wdien  these  ancient 
desolations  shall  be  quite  repaired  ; — And 
the  Redeemed  "  multitude,  which  no 
man  could  number,"  shall  advance  under 
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the  guidance  of  "  the  Lamb" — "  the 
Prince  of  all  the  kings  of  the  earth" — the 
"  the  Captain  of  salvation" — "  the  First- 
Born  among  many  brethren" — "  the 
Fairest  of  the  sons  of  men"—"  the  Se- 
cond Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven" — to 
resume  possession  of  the  paradise  re- 
gained. Tell  me,  oh  !  tell  me,  shall  not 
"  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  be 
glad /or  them  ?  and  the  desert  rejoice  and 
blossom  as  the  rose  ?  Yea,  it  shall  blos- 
som abundantly,  and  rejoice  even  with  joy 
and  singing."  Is.  xxxv.  1,  2.  "  The 
wolf  also  shall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and 
the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid  ; 
and  the  calf  and  the  young  lion  and  the 
fatling  together  ;  and  a  little  child  shall 
lead  them."     Is.  xi.  6. 

"  Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and   let  the 

earth  be  glad  ;  let  the  sea  roar,  and   the 

fulness  thereof     Let  the  field  be  joyful' 

and  all  that  is  therein :  then  shall  all  the 

3* 
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trees  of  the  wood  rejoice  before  the  Lord  ; 
for  he  Cometh,  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the 
earth  :  he  shall  judge  the  world  with 
righteousness,  and  the  people  with  his 
truth."  Ps.  xcvi.  113.  Such  is  the  Ju- 
bilee of  the  New  Heavens  and  the  New 
Earth,  for  which,  according  to  the  pro- 
mise of  Him  who  cannot  lie,  we  desire 
to  be  daily  "  looking,  and  hasting  unto 
it."     2.  Pet.  iii.  12. 

n.  Permit  me,  however,  now  to  call 
your  attention,  in  the  Second  place,  to  a 
few  corroborative  texts. 

And  here  the  only  difficulty  is  that  of 
selecting  from  the  mass  of  Scriptural 
TESTIMONY  ou  the  subjcct.  We  venture 
to  affirm,  that  the  fact  of  the  perpetuity 
of  the  earth  is  one  assumed  and  asserted 
throughout  the  Bible  from  Genesis  to 
Revelation  ; — and  that  both  the  Jewish 
Church  and  the  Christian,  in  the  bright- 
est periods  of  their  histoiy,  unhesitatingly 


OFTHEEARTir.  31 

and  universally  believed  in  it.  What 
says  a  distinguished  divine  of  Princeton, 
commenting  on  this  very  passage  in  his 
admirable  work  on  the  Romans  ? — "  In 
further  confirmation  of  this  interpretation" 
— the  same,  be  it  understood,  that  has 
been  presented  in  this  discourse* — "  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  this  doctrine  of 
the  renewal  of  the  external  world,  deri- 
ved from  the  language  of  the  prophets, 
was  a  common  doctrine  amons:  the  Jews." 
And  then  it  is  admitted  with  equal  dis- 
tinctness, that  ^'  in  the  early  Christian 
Church  this  opinion  was  prevalent." 
Nor  does  it  at  all  impair  the  value  of  this 
concession,  that  Dr.  Hodge  immediately 
adds,  "  it  was  the  germ  whence  the  ex- 
travagances of  the  Millenarians  arose." 
For  our  present  purpose  it  is  enough, 
that  "  the  sacred  writers  did  teach  a  doc- 

*  It  is  the  view  of  Calvin,  Baxter,  M.  Henry,  and 
many  others. 
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trine,  or  at  least  employed  a  mode  of  spealc- 
ing  of  the  future  condition  of  the  external 
world" — (a  veiy  unnecessary  variation, 
one  should  think,  and  perhaps  not  quite 
intelHgible*) — "  which  easily  accounts 
for  these  errors." 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  Millena- 
rians,  like  other  Christians,  have,  first 
and  last,  taught  a  great  many  foolish 
things.  But  it  is  not  so  certain,  that  the 
blessed  hope  of  a  regenerated  world,  teem- 
in  g:  with  "  the  nations  of  them  which  are 

*  The  same  prudent  caution  and  discreet  reserve  are 
observable  in  the  phraseology  employed  to  express  the 
"  doctrine"  deducible  from  these  verses;  "  8,  The 
curse  consequent  on  the  fall  has  affected  the  state  of  the 
external  world.  The  consummation  of  the  work  of  re- 
demption mmj  he  attended  with  its  regeneration." — We 
prefer  the  decision  of  Calvin; — "Concerning  the  ele- 
ments of  the  world  I  shall  say  only  this,  that  they  will 
be  consumed  merely  in  order  to  their  putting  on  new 
qualities,  and  that  their  substance  icill  remain;  as  from 
Rom.  viiL  21,  and  other  places,  may  easily  be  gath- 
ered." 
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saved,"  Rev.  xxi.  24,  is  one  of  these.  Few, 
at  any  rate,  will  pretend  that  this  wondrous 
Earth — the  chosen  theatre  of  divine  mani- 
festation— will  be  preserved,  if  preserved 
at  all,  only  as  an  unpeopled  glorious  wil- 
derness, amid  whose  bright  scenes  Mind 
shall  never  again  exult  in  the  goodness  of 
its  Creator,  and  "  the  voice  of  rejoicing 
and  salvation"  Ps.  cxviii.  15,  shall  be 
"  heard  no  more  at  all."  Rev.  xviii.  22. 
No,  my  hearers: — such  were  not  the  New 
Heavens  and  the  New  Earth,  for  which 
apostles  " looked"  and  longed.  "There- 
in dwelleth  righteousness" — says  Peter  ; 
or,  in  the  language  of  Isaiah,  Ix.  21,  "thy 
people  also  shall  be  all  righteous ;  they 
shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever." — And 
what  people,  pray,  is  meant  ?  A  colony 
of  angels  from  the  third  heaven  ? — God 
never  designed  this  Earth  for  angels. 
"  He  hath  given  it  to  the  children  of 
men,"  Ps.  cxv.  16  ; — and  so   strong,  we 
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confess,  is  the  Home  instinct  in  our  na- 
ture still,  that  we  are  willing  that  our 
more  refined  brethren  should  be  spared 
the  degradation  of  ousting  us  from  our  an- 
cient seats.  "  The  promise,"  we  thank 
God,  is  to  us  ; — nor  does  Peter  seem  to 
be  in  the  least  ashamed  of  himself  when 
he  declares,  that,  with  the  profoundest 
feeling  of  his  own  personal  interest  in  the 
matter,  he  "  looked^^  for  its  fulfilment. 
2  Pet.  iii.  15. — It  must  also  be  remarked, 
that  the  residence  of  the  saints  is  the  re- 
sidence of  their  King.  It  is  agreed  on 
all  hands,  that  "  they  shall  be  with  the 
Lord."     1  Thess.  iv.  17. 

1.  But  to  proceed  v/ith  our  specimen 
of  the  very  multifarious  evidence,  that 
might  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  doc- 
trine we  advocate,  let  us  refer,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  Heb.  i.  6  ;  **  And  again, 
when  he  bringeth  in  the  first-begotten  into 
the  world,  he  saith,  And  let  all  the  an 
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gels  of  God  worship  him."  The  first 
question  is,  where  is  that  said  ? — and  the 
answer  is,  in  the  97th  psalm.  Read  it, 
and  you  will  at  once  discover  it  to  be  one 
of  those  rapturous  Coronation  Odes,  in 
which  the  Old  Testament  abounds. 
"  The  Lord  reigneth ;  let  the  earth  re- 
joice; let  the  multitude  of  isles  be  glad 
thereof — Worship  Him,  all  ye  gods."  It 
is  not  the  kingdom  of  providence,  you 
will  perceive,  that  is  here  celebrated. 
Paul  expressly  restricts  the  fulfilment  to 
the  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  first- 
begotten  into  the  world. 

And  true  it  is,  that  the  heavenly  host 
sang  at  the  nativity,  "  ministered"  to  the 
"  meek  and  lowly"  one  in  the  wilderness 
of  temptation,  and  "  strengthened"  him 
in  the  garden  of  his  agony.  But  in  what 
tolerable  sense  could  it  be  said  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  during  his  toilsome  ])ilgrim-' 
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age  on  earth,  "  The  Lord  reigneth  ?" 
Was  He  not  rather  the  "Man  of  sorrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief — despised  and 
rejected  of  men," — in  whose  blinded 
minds  the  God  of  this  world  ruled,  as  he 
rules  still  ?  Besides,  the  earth  gave  no 
signs  of  joy,  when  the  Prince  of  Peace 
was  born  ; — nor  was  the  angelic  anthem 
echoed  back  from  "  the  multitude  of 
isles."  But  instead,  the  groans  of  crea- 
tion ascended  to  God,  and  the  cry  for  de- 
liverance continues  loud  and  piercing 
"  until  now," — nor  does  Nature  herself 
expect  the  mighty  agony  to  cease,  until 
the  morning  of  the  resurrection  dav/i}. 

The  difficulty  is  in  reconciUng  the 
character  of  the  Psalm,  with  the  inspired 
comment ; — and  the  difficulty  is  a  real 
and  serious  one  against  the  ordinary 
view.  One  glance  at  the  original,  how- 
ever, dissipates  it  entirely  ; — "  When  he 
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again  bringeth  m*  the  first-begotten  into 
theworld,^^  or,  literally,  the  habitable  earth, 
*'  he  saith,  and  let  all  the  angels  of  God 
worship  him."  It  is,  therefore,  just  at 
the  moment — the  Lord  hasten  it  in  his 
time  ! — when  the  suddenly  descending 
Jesus  shall  take  his  seat  upon  his  throne, 
and  extend  His  mild  sceptre  over  a  world 
which  he  himself  hath  saved,  that  these 
"  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly 
places,"  Eph.  iii.  10,  so  far  from  deeming 
their  Loid  dishonoured  by  returning  to 
reign  where  once  He  suffered,  shall  unite 
in  this  act  of  spontaneous  and  universal 
homage.     (Note  G.) 

2.  Pass  on  now  to  Heb.  ii.  5-9 ;  "  For 
unto  the  angels  hath  he  not  put  in  sub- 
jection the  ivoiid  to  come^'^ — literally,  the 
habitable  earth  to  come — "  whereof  we 
speak.     But  one  in  a  certain  place  testi- 

*  So  in  the  Margin,  which  very  often  contains  the 
preferable  reading. 
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fied,  saying,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art 
mindful  of  him  ?  Or  the  son  of  man,  that 
thou  visitest  him  ?  Thou  madest  him  a 
little  lower  than  the  angels ;  thou  crown- 
edst  him  with  glory  and  honour,  and 
didst  set  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hands : 
thou  hast  put  all  things  in  subjection 
under  his  feet.  For  in  that  he  put  all  in 
subjection  under  him,  he  left  nothing  that 
is  not  put  under  him.  But  now  we  see 
not  yet  all  things  put  under  him.  But  we 
see  Jesus,  who  was  made  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels  for  the  suffering  of  death, 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour." 

The  quotation  is  from  the  Sth  psalm, 
which  is  thus  shown,  as  well  as  by  the 
further  reference  to  it  in  Mat.  xxi.  16>  to 
be  strictly  Messianic. 

The  apostle  is  here  illustrating  the 
superiority  of  Christ  to  angels ;  a  point 
already  settled  in  the  previous  chapter  ; 
and  this  he  does  by  unfolding  his  dignity 
as   the   anointed    king   of    "the   future 
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habitable  earth" — -the  glorified  creation 
of  God.  The  spirit  of  the  passage  is 
plainly  this  : — *'  The  necessities  of  the 
case  required,  that  the  Messiah  should 
suffer  before  entering  into  his  glory. 
This  your  own  prophets  foretold  in  their 
most  ecstatic  anticipations  of  his  triumph, 
and  so  much  we  have  already  seen  ful- 
filled, when  the  eternal  Son  was  made 
a  littW'' — (or,  as  most  interpreters  now 
render  it,  a  little  while) — "  lower  than  the 
angels  : — nor  is  the  glory,  that  was  to 
follow,  yet  fully  revealed.  The  name  of 
the  Lord,  our  Lord^  is  7iot  yet  excellent  in 
all  the  earth.  But  that  is,  because  his 
kingdom  is  not  yet  come.  His  will  is  not 
yet  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
But  that  is,  because  we  do  not  yet  see  all 
things  put  under  him.  A  blessed  be- 
ginning, however,  has  been  made.  God 
hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  given 
him  glory,  that  our  faith  and  hope,  re- 
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garding  the  final  accomplishment  of  all 
His  promises,  might  be  in  God. 

This  single  Scripture,  then,  we  con- 
tend, if  there  were  no  other,  ought  to 
satisfy  every  candid  mind,  that  the  en- 
larged charter  of  humanity, — drawn  in 
blood, — and  which  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  God-Man, — is  not  to  be  executed, 
until  He,  the  second  Adam,  shall  be 
manifested  as  the  King  of  the  New  Earth. 
And  there  cannot  be  a  better  example  of 
the  deplorable  shifts,  to  which  our  oppo- 
nents are  driven,  than  that  they  are  all  of 
them,  to  a  man,  forced  to  explain  the 
apostle's  "  future  habitable  earth"  as 
meaning — "  Occonoruia  Christiana''' — "  the 
Christian  dispensation!''''     (Note  H.) 

3.  Again,  there  is  a  very  large  class 
of  texts,  which  represent  the  possession  of 
tlie  earth  as  the  great  recompense  of  reward 
in  store  for  the  righteous.  Take  as  samples 
Is.  xxxiii.  17  ;  Psalm  xxxvii,  throughout, 
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and  xxvii.  13.  This  last  is  remarkable 
as  having  been  expressly  referred  by  the 
orthodox  Nicene  council  to  the  future 
earth.  The  present  world,  they  taught, 
is  the  land,  not  of  the  living,  but  of  the 
dying  and  the  dead.  To  the  uttermost 
ends  of  it,  it  is  Golgotha — a  place  of 
skulls  ; — and  was  never  intended,  as  the 
psalmist  well  knew,  for  the  full  develop- 
ment of  God's  "goodness"  to  his  chil- 
dren. 

It  will  of  course  be  said,  as  it  has  been 
said  a  thousand  times  over,  that  these 
were  merely  promises  of  temporal  pros- 
perity, suited  to  the  character  of  the 
ancient  dispensation.  We  have  two  ob- 
jections to  any  such  evasion. 

(1.)  In  the  first  place,  the  best  men  of 
old  did  not  understand  them  so.  When 
the  father  of  the  faithful  "  was  called  to 
go  out  into  a   place,  which   he    should 

after  receive  for  an  inheritance,  he  obey- 
4# 
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ed."  But  says  Stephen,  Acts  vii.  5, — 
all  his  life-long,  God  ^^  gave  him  none  in- 
hei'itance  in  it,  no,  not  so  much  as  to  set  his 
foot  on^  On  the  contrary,  we  are  told 
that  "  by  faith  he  sojourned  in  the  land  of 
promise,  as  in  a  strange  conntry  f  Heb. 
xi.  9.  Of  him,  accordingly,  and  of  the 
other  worthies  of  those  ancient  times,  the 
apostle  declares  in  the  13th  and  14th 
verses  ; — "  These  all  died  in  faith,  not 
having  received  the  promises,  but  having 
seen  them  afar  off',  and  were  persuaded 
of  them,  and  embraced  them,  and  con- 
fessed that  they  were  strangers  and 
pilgrims  on  the  earth.  For  they  that  say 
such  things  declare  plainly,  that  they 
seek  a  country.'* 

(2.)  My  second  answer  is,  that  the  very 
same p'omiscs  are  continued  under  the  Gospel, 
Mat.  V.  5.  "Blessed  are  the  meek  ;  for 
they  shall  inherit  the  earth."  Did  our 
Lord    really   mean,    that    his    disciples 
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should' be  a  ihriving,  prosperous  set  of 
people  in  this  world  ?  Such  an  idea  is 
directly  in  the  face  of  all  Scripture,  and 
of  fact.  But  for  the  hope  of  the  resurrec- 
tion^ Paul  judged  that  he  and  his  brethren 
were  "  of  all  men  most  miserable." 
1  Cor.  XV.  19.  Their  manifold  tiibula- 
tions,  however,  did  not  move  them.  They 
"remembered"  that  their  faithful  Jesus 
had  "  told  them"  beforehand  what  they 
might  expect.     John  xvi.  4. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  beatitude  in  the 
Gospel  implies  the  very  reverse  of  what  is 
assigned  as  its  meaning.  "  Blessed  are 
the  meek.  They  may  have  to  part  with 
all  things  for  my  sake,  and  the  Gospel's. 
Their  very  character  in  a  measure  unfits 
them  for  success  in  the  rude  scramble  for 
this  world's  good  things.  But  let  them 
not  be  discouraged.  They  shall  be  no 
losers.  I  will  look  after  their  interests. 
They  *  shall  stand  in  their  lot  at  the  end 
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of  the  days,'  Dan.  xii.  13 ;  and  shall  m- 
herit  the  earth.'' ^ 

This  phrase  is  taken  verbatim  from 
the  37th  psalm,  in  which  the  people  of 
God  are  comforted,  and  tenderly  warned 
against  indulging  the  spirit  of  "  envy  at 
the  workers  of  iniquity" — that  fretful 
impatience  under  the  unequal  allotments 
of  providence — which  once  sent  the  des- 
ponding psalmist  himself  "into  the  sanc- 
tuary of  God ; — there  understood  he  their 
end."  Ps.  Ixxiii.  17.  Just  so  in  the 
37th; — "Rest  in  the  Lord,  and  wait 
patiently  for  Him  :  fret  not  thyself  be- 
cause of  him  who  prospereth  in  his  way, 
because  of  the  man  whobringeth  devices 
to  pass.  For  evil-doers  shall  be  cut  off; 
but  those  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  they 
shall  inherit  the  eartJi^''  verses  7-9. 

(2.)  Eph.  vi.  2,  3  ;  "  Honour  thy  father 
and  mother ;  which  is  the  first  command- 
ment with  promise  ;  that  it  may  be  well 
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with  thee,  and  thou  mayest  live  long  on, 
the  earthy  It  is  commonly  said,  and  as 
commonly  believed,  but  surely  without 
due  reflection  on  either  side,  that  this 
promise  was  intended  to  guarantee  to 
obedient  children  long  life  in  this  world. 
The  history  of  the  race  gives  no  sanction 
to  the  thought.  The  first  victim  of  the 
great  destro3'er  was  the  "righteous  Abel ;" 
— and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he 
perished  just  in  consequence  of  his  devout 
regard  to  the  instructions  and  example  of 
his  parent.  The  fratricide  went  forth 
"  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  in  the  earth ;" 
— but  the  hand  even  of  the  avenging 
Judge  set  a  seal  upon  his  life.  Gen.  iv. 
12-15.  The  experience  of  human  fami- 
lies from  that  time  to  the  present  has 
variously  expressed  itself  in  proverbs, 
which  have  often  awakened  in  the  mater- 
nal breast  presentiments  of  an  early  grave 
for  the  fondest — the  best — the  favourite 
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child.  Nor  has  it  ever  been  imagined 
that  the  youthful  saint  lost  aught  of  its 
reward,  by  an  early  "  escape  from  the 
windy  storm  and  tempest."     Ps.  Iv.  8. 

Any  great  extension,  on  the  other  hand, 
of  the  ordinary  limits  of  man's  mortal  life 
could  scarcely  be  coveted  as  a  privilege. 
Ps.  xc.  10.  *'  The  days  of  our  years 
are  threescore  years  and  ten  ;  and  if  by 
reason  of  strength  they  be  fourscore 
years,  yet  is  their  strength  labour  and 
sorrow  ;  for  it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  fly 
away."  Such  was  the  sad  meditation  of 
"Moses,  the  man  of  God"  on  the  various 
infirmities,  and  disgusts,  of  a  lingering 
old  age.  It  is  not  likely  that  these  were 
among  the  blessings  attached  to  the  keep- 
ing of  that  law,  which  he  brought  out  from 
the  presence  of  Deit}^,  and  which,  together 
with  its  attendant  promise,  is  here  affec- 
tionately enforced  by  an  aposlle  of  Christ 
on  the  children  of  a  Gentile  church. 
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That  promise,  we  think  it  evident,  had 
a  direct  reference  to  "  the  blessing,  even 
life  for  evermore,''''  Ps.  cxxxiii.  3  ; — to  the 
inheritance  of  saints,  when,  "  awaking  in 
the  likeness"  Ps.  xvii.  15, — of  the  Son  of 
God,  they  shall  follow  Him,  who  "  did 
always  those  things  that  pleased  the  Father,'''' 
John  viii.  29 — along  "  the  path  of  life." 
Ps.  xvi.  11.*    (Note  I.) 

4.  If  such  be  the  '*  rest  that  remaineth 
for  the  people  of  God"  that  have  ever 
lived,  Heb.  iv.  9,  under  the  Old  Testa- 
ment or  the  New,  it  certainly  follows, 
that  the  "  promise  that  was  left  of  enter- 
ing into  it,"  verse  i,  has  not  yet  been  ful- 
filled to  any  one  of  them  ;  and  that  our 
friends  who  sleep  in  Jesus  are  them- 
selves also  "  prisoners  of  hope  ;"  Zech. 
ix.  12.  Or  shall  we  believe,  that  having 
"  put  off  this   mortal"   with   its   heavy 

*  With  the  four  last  verses  of  this  Psalm  compare  Ps. 
Ixxxix.  26-37. 


48  PERPETUITY 

cares,  they  are  willing  to  forego  their 
own  glorious  birthright  as  the  **  sons  of 
God,"  and  that  they  have  lost  their  sym- 
pathy with  a  groaning  universe  ?  Come 
then,  my  hearers,  and  let  us  follow  the 
beloved  disciple  within  the  veil,  and  let 
us,  with  a  holy  boldness,  draw  near 
the  throne.  What  "  new  song"  is  that, 
which  greets  the  great  Intercessor,  as 
He  too  stands  and  pleads  in  the  pre- 
sence of  His  Father  ?  Rev.  v.  9,  10  ; 
"  And  they  sung  a  new  song,  saying, 
Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and 
to  open  the  seals  thereof :  for  thou  wast 
slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
thy  blood  out  of  ever}^  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people,  and  nation  ;  and 
hast  made  us  unto  our  God  kings  and 
priests  :  and  we  shall  reign  on  the 

EARTH." 

Such  is  still  the  attitude  of  "earnest 
expectation"  maintained  by  the  church 
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on  high; — and,  at  every  pause  in  her 
halleluiahs,  **  souls  from  under  the  altar 
cry  with  a  loud  voice.  How  long,  O 
Lord,  holy  and  true  ?"  Rev.  vi. 
9,  10. 

May  I  now  venture  to  offend  your 
ears,  and  shock  all  these  sublime  aspira- 
tions, by  reminding  you  of  the  other  ac- 
count of  this  matter  ?  *'  We  shall  reign 
on  the  earth  ; — that  is,  our  principles  will 
come  bye-and-bye  to  be  pretty  generally 
— perhaps  universally — received  among 
men ; — and  in  that  way  we  shall  reign 
on  the  earth  !"  We  appeal  to  all  Chris- 
tian men,  whether  such  a  mode  of  *'  hand- 
ling the  word  of  God" — 2  Cor.  iv.  2 — 
deserve  any  better  name  than  pitiful 
juggling.* 

*  "  Christians  are  said  to  reign  on  the  earth  for  this 
reason  perhaps,  because  of  all  men  they  are  the  best, 
or,  which  we  prefer,  because  the  christian  religion,  hav- 
ing subdued  its  enemies,  shall  be  diffused  far  and  wide 
over  the  whole  world." — Rosenmuller. 

5 
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5.  Rev.  XX.  1-6.  Whatever  interpre- 
tation be  adopted,  these  verses  unques- 
tionably describe  the  fulfilment  of  Rev. 
V.  10.  If,  therefore,  we  are  justified  in 
our  remarks  upon  the  latter  Scripture,  it 
is  impossible  to  be  mistaken  about  the 
former.  It  were  very  easy  to  show,  that 
this  celebrated  text  sternly  resists  all  the 
efforts  of  that  shameless  violence,  which 
is  daily  applied  to  extort  from  it  anything, 
and  ever^nhing,  but  the  plain  Millenarian 
sense.     (Note  K.) 

We  add  one  general  lemark  under  this 
head.  We  read  often  of  Chrisfs  returning 
to  this  icorld ;  never  of  His  leaving  it 
again.  The  very  last  vision,  that  blessed 
the  sight  of  the  exile  in  Patmos,  was  the 
New  Jerusalem — the  tabernacle  of  God 
— descending,  like  a  cloud  of  glory, 
"  from  God  out  of  heaven."  Rev.  xxi. 
2.  In  one  place,  indeed,  and  only  one, 
1.  Thess.  iv.  17,  the  risen  saints  are  said 
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to  be  '*  caught  up"  from  off  this  solid  earth ; 
— ^but  even  then  it  is  **  to  meet  the  Lord* 
in  the  air,"  and  escort  him  in  his 
triumphal  progress  to  the  "  throne  of  his 
father  David."     Luke  i.  32. 

III.  We  proceed  briefly  to  notice  one 
or  two  objections. 

1.  "Are  there  not  many  passages, 
which  speak  of  the  reward  of  the  church 
as  being,  not  on  earth,  but  in  heaven  ?" 

We  answer  nearly  in  the  language 
of  apostles  ;  undoubtedly  there  are. 
"  Our  life" — that,  for  which  a  man  will 
give  all  that  he  hath — "  is  now  hid  with 
Christ  in  God  ;"  Col.  iii.  3.  But  it  shall 
not  he  so  always ;  v.  4,  "  when  He, 
who  is  our  life,  shall  apijear,''''  the  com- 
mon phrase  for  the  second  advent  of  the 
Saviour,  "  then,"  and  not  before — not 
even  daring  the  intermediate  state,  *'  shall 

*  "aTai/TTjTts — cum  quis alteri  obviam  procedit,  ad  eum 
excipiendiim." — Schlcusner. 
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we  also  appear  with  Him  in  glory."  Or, 
as  Peter  expresses  it,  "  The  inheritance 
incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  that 
fadeth  not  away,  is  reserved  in  heaven  :^^ 
this  certainly  looks  as  if  it  were  waiting 
there ybr  the  saijits  to  come,  and  possess  it. 
But  it  is  not  so.  While  the  inheritance 
is  "  reserved  in  heaven,"  the  heirs  are 
"  kept"  as  securely  on  earth  "  by  the 
power  of  God  through  faiih  unto  salvation, 
ready  to  he  revealed  in  the  last  time — 
namely,  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ." 
They  are,  therefore,  exhorted  to  "  hope 
to  the  end  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be 
brought  unto  them  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ."     1  Pet.  i.  4,  5,  7,  13. 

What,  indeed,  is  heaven  ?  Let  the  ob- 
jector answer  the  question.  Is  it  not  the 
place  where  *'  God's  servants  serve  Him" 
Rev.  xxii.  3 ;  and  where  they  *'  are 
without  fault  before  his  throne  ?"  Rev. 
xiv.  5.     Then  we  say  that  this  earth  of 
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ours,  cleansed  from  the  blood  and  tears 
of  many  generations,  and  exulting  in  the 
the  smile  of  the  Eternal,  shall  be — not 
heaven  merely — but  the  very  centre  and 
shrine  of  heaven,  when  that  great  voice, 
which  John  "  heard  cry  in  heaven  aloud," 
shall  be  echoed  and  re-echoed  from  all 
places  of  His  dominions — "  Behold,  the 
tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he 
will  dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall  be 
his  people,  and  God  himself  shall  be  with 
them,  and  be  their  god."  Rev.  xxi.  3. 
So  far  from  our  env^dng  angels  their 
bright  abodes,  we  shall  stand  nearer  to 
the  throne  than  they,  Rev.  v.  11  ;  when, 
in  the  full  gaze  of  a  grateful  and  rejoicing 
church,  these  "  ministering  spirits"  shall 
be  seen,  like  flaming  fires,  "  ascending 
and  descending  upon  the  Son  of  man." 
John  i.  51.* 

*  Let  the  reader  please  to  compare  with  this  the  re- 
cord of  Jacob's  dream;  Gen.  xxviii.  12-15. 

5* 
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The  kingdom  of  Christ  and  his  saints, 
then,  is  heavenly,  because,  to  use  the 
words  of  another,*  it  shall  be  "  set  up 
by  the  God  of  heaven  ;  because  the 
God-Man  from  heaven  will  rule  in  it ; 
because  all  things  both  in  heaven  and 
earth  will  be  at  his  command,  being 
put  under  him ;  and,  finally,  it  is  hea- 
venly, because  its  principles,  its  lav/s, 
its  spirit  is  heavenly  ;  being,  indeed, 
nothing  else  but  the  will  of  God  done  on 
earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven." 

2.  Another  objection  is  drawn  from 
what  we  read  about  the  desolating  Jire, 
and  its  effects,  which  shall  precede  and 
accompany  the  second  coming  of  Christ. 
This  objection  is  best  answered  by 
simply  citing  the  texts  on  which  it  is 
founded. 

Heb.  i.  10-12  ;  ''  Thou,  Lord,  in  the 
beginning  hast  laid  the  foundation  of  the 

*  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Brooks. 
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earth ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of 
thine  hands  :  they  shall  perish  ;"  this, 
again,  does  sound  something  like  the 
knell  of  creation,  but  read  on ;  "  they 
shall  perish  ;  but  thou  remainest ;  and 
they  all  shall  wax  old  as  doth  a  garment ; 
and  as  a  vesture  shalt  thou  fold  them  up, 
and  they  shall  be  changed ;  but  thou  art 
the  same,  and  thy  years  shall  not  fail." 
It  is  perfectly  evident  to  any  one  in  the 
least  acquainted  with  the  structure  of 
Hebrew  poetry,  that  these  latter  clauses 
are  explanatory  of  the  other ;  and  that 
the  entire  passage  refers,  not  so  much  to 
the  eter7iity  of  God  as  to  the  divine  immu- 
tahilityy  which  is  contrasted  with  the 
frailty  and  inconstancy  of  the  creature. 
"  They  shall  perish ;"  but  not  until  the 
time  arrives  of"  the  restitution  of  all  things,^* 
"  The  fashion*  of  this  world,  1  Cor.  vii.  31, 
passeth  away  ;"  but  it  will  not  be  finally 

*  TO  <rxw°^ — haMt,  dress. 
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laid  aside,  until  the  last  and  most  beautiful 
garment  is  prepared. 

Another  text,  that  is  very  apt,  from 
the  prejudices  of  education,  to  haunt 
men's  minds,  is  2  Pet.  iii.  10,  &c.  The 
inspired  penman  is  here  warning  the 
church  of  "  the  scoffers  of  the  last 
days,"  whose  only  argument  against 
the  hopes  of  Christians,  and  the  faith- 
fulness of  their  Lord,  would  be  drawn 
from  what  they  will  represent  as  the 
uniform  regularity  of  nature.  This  rea- 
soning, it  might  be  said,  is  unsound  in 
point  of  principle  ;  but  what  the  apostle 
does  say  is,  that  the  premises  are  false 
in  point  of  fact.  These  speculative 
philosophers  are  not  aware,  or  rather, 
they  are  determined  to  forget,  that  "  the 
old  world  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
being  overflowed  with  water,  perished,''^* 

*  The  very  word  employed  in  Hebrew  i.  10,  to  de- 
scribe ih&  next  great  change. 
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Very  soon,  indeed,  the  mountains  of 
Ararat  reappeared,  and  the  incense  from 
the  altar,  and  the  anthems  of  the  saved, 
went  up  to  the  God  of  the  covenant. 
Gen.  viii.  21,  22  ;  "And  the  Lord  smelled 
a  sweet  savour ;  and  the  Lord  said  in 
his  heart,  while  the  earth  remaineth, 
seed  time  and  harvest,  and  cold  and 
heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day 
and  night  shall  not  cease  ;"  ix.  11, 
"  neither  shall  all  flesh  be  cut  off  any 
more  by  the  waters  of  a  flood  ;  neither 
shall  there  any  more  be  a  flood  to  destroy 
the  earth."  With  such  unpremeditated 
ease,  if  the  expression  may  be  pardoned, 
does  the  High  and  Holy  One,  *'  known 
unto  whom  are  all  his  works  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world,"  preserve  from 
the  earliest  ages  the  exactest  harmony 
between  the  declarations  of  his  word 
and  his  own  everlasting  counsels. 
"  While  the  earth  remaineth  ;"  *'  neither 
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shall  there  any  more  be  a  fljod  to  de- 
stroy the  earth."  The  same  divine  ap- 
pointment, therefore,  which  established^ 
has  also  limited,  that  very  stability  of 
nature,  and  continuity  of  seasons,  in 
which  infidelity  blindly  trusts ;  and  the 
bow  itself  in  the  cloud,  whilst  it  guaran- 
teed the  preservation  of  the  earth  from 
water,  perhaps  conveyed  to  the  eye  of 
the  patriarch  a  solemn  hint  of  future  de- 
struction by  some  other,  and  equally  terri- 
ble, minister  of  wrath. 

"  The  heavens  and  the  earth,  accord- 
ingly, which  are  now,  by  the  same  word 
are  kept  in  store,  reserved  unto  fire 
against  the  day  of  judgment  and  perdi- 
tion of  ungodly  men.''^  None  hut  they  have 
any  reason  to  be  alarmed.  "All  these 
things  shall  be  dissolved ;"  and  that,  in 
order  to  their  reconstruction  as  "  the  new 
heavens  and  the  new  earth,  for  which, 
according    to    his    promise,   we    look." 
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There  too,  within  the  embrace  of  the 
glorious  canopy,  that  is  "  round  about 
the  throne,"  Rev.  iv.  3,  shall  the  "house- 
hold of  faith"  asfain  renew  the  sacrifices 

o 

of  praise. 

Every  word,  you  perceive,  tells  for  us, 
and  is  absolutely  irreconcilable  with  the 
opposite  view.     (Note  L.) 

That  our  ecclesiastical  friends,  however, 
may  be  under  no  apprehensions,  when 
they  find  us  yielding  our  glad  assent  to 
all  these  glowing  testimonies  of  the  spirit 
of  prophecy,  we  take  pleasure  in  remind- 
ing them,  that  the  standards  of  the  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  Church  just  say 
the  very  same  thing.  Confession  of  Faith, 
Art.  xxxvii ;  *^  Finally  we  believe,  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  God,  when  the 
time  appointed  by  the  Lord  (which  is 
unknown  to  all  creatures,)  is  come,  and 
the  number  of  the  elect  complete,  that 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  come  from 
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heaven  corporally  and  visibly,  as  he  as- 
cended, with  great  glory  and  majesty  to 
declare  himself  judge  of  the  quick  and 
dead ;  burning  this  old  world  with  fire 
and  flame,  to  cleanse  it.''''  But  would 
he  cleanse  it,  only  that  he  might  then 
abolish  it  ?  Or,  does  he  abolish  by  the 
mere  act  of  purification  ?  The  two  theo- 
ries would  be  almost  equally  absurd. 

In  a  word,  we  assert  confidently,  and 
challenge  examination,  that  there  cannot 
be  produced  from  the  Bible  a  shadow  of 
reason  for  thinking,  that  a  single  particle  of 
matter — any  more  than  a  single  human 
soul,  or  a  single  angelic  spirit — that  now 
exists,  will  ever  cease  to  exist.     (Note  M.) 

3.  Again,  it  is  said — and  very  often 
said — and  it  is  expected,  that  you  will  give 
the  objector  credit  for  great  stability  and 
prudence,  as  well  as  spiritual-minded- 
ness,  for  saying  so — that  these  views  are 
new — and  carnal. 
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As  to  their  novelty,  we  shall  be  satisfied 
if  they  are  as  old  as  the  Bible  : — and  then 
for  their  being  carnal — the  word,  you 
know,  just  ine3.ns  fleshly.  Now,  when  we 
say  that  we  believe,  that  the  New  Earth 
will  be  the  scene  of  the  Redeemer's  tri- 
umph, we  think  it  must  be  obvious  that 
fleshly  is  not  the  right  word.  The  meaning 
must  be,  that  our  views  are  very  material. 
Very  well — we  have  no  objection  to  that. 
Undoubtedly,  the  New  Earth  will  be  just 
as  material  as  the  ]jresent  one — as  the 
original  one — although  not  a  whit  more 
so  than  the  heaven  of  our  brethren,  where- 
ever  that  heaven  is.  For  it  must  be  al- 
lowed, that  our  teachers  have  always  told 
us,  that  heaven  is,  not  a  state  merely,  but 
also  a  place.  Now  will  they  condescend 
to  give  us  some  good  reason,  why  the 
matter  of  this  earth  cannot,  under  the  re- 
newing and  plastic  hand  of  its  Creator 
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become  just  as  excellent  matter  as  any  in 
the  universe  ? 

Excuse  me,  my  hearers, — ^but  really 
this  talk  about  carnality  is  too  frivolous 
and  futile  to  deserve  serious  notice.  We 
have  no  ambition  to  be  reckoned  more 
spiritual  in  our  tastes  and  desires  than  the 
disembodied  souls  under  the  altar  ; — and 
have  we  not  seen,  that  all  their  salvation 
and  all  their  desire  is,  that  they  "  shall 
reign  on  the  earth  ?"  We  have  no  wish 
to  be  more  spiritual  than  our  Master,  who 
when  he  rose  from  the  dead,  mingled  for 
forty  days  in  the  meetings  of  his  mortal 
friends,  and  still  wears  a  human  body 
amid  the  ardours  of  the  throne.  But 
why  dwell  on  a  point  so  plain  ?  Was 
not  this  material  earth,  with  all  its  tribes — 
the  trees  of  the  forest,  the  beasts  of  the 
field,  the  fowls  of  the  mountain,  "  the 
strength  of  the  hills,"  and  the  sounding 
seas — within  the  gcope  of  the  Creator's 
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eye,  when  he  looked  upon  all  things  that 
he  had  made,  and  pronounced  them 
"good?" 

We  appeal,  we  had  almost  said,  to  the 
common  sense  of  our  hearers,  (Note  N.) 
whether  if  there  be  carnal  Millenarians 
in  the  church — (and  in  one  sense  or 
another  we  are  all  Millenarians)  they  do 
not  deserve  the  name,  who  look  for  the 
Millennium  on  this  side  the  grave — in  this 
old,  corrupt,  dying  earth — rather  than  they 
who  look  for  no  such  thing,  until  the 
Son  of  God  returns  to  "  make  all  things 
new." 

In  the  language,  once  more,  of  the 
great  Chalemrs  ;  "we  do  hail  the  inform- 
ation of  our  text,  that,  after  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  present  frame  work,  it  will 
again  be  varied  and  decked  out  anew  in 
all  the  graces  of  its  unfading  verdure, 
and  of  its  unbounded  variety — that,  in 
addition  to  our  direct  and  personal  view 
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of  the  Deity  when  he  comes  down  to 
tabernacle  with  men,  we  shall  also  have 
the  reflection  of  him  in  a  lovely  mirror 
of  his  own  workmanship  ;  and  that, 
instead  of  being  transported  to  some 
abode  of  dimness  and  mystery,  so  remote 
from  human  experience  as  to  be  beyond 
all  comprehension,  we  shall  walk  for  ever 
in  a  land  replenished  with  those  sensible 
delights,  and  those  sensible  glories,  which, 
we  doubt  not,  will  lie  most  profusely 
scattered  over  "  the  New  Heavens  and 
the  New  Earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righte- 
ousness." 

Yes,  my  friends,  the  time  of  the  second 
advent  is  a  time  of  deliverance,  not  of 
annihilation — one  for  which  all  nature 
longs,  instead  of  dreading  it.  But  re- 
member, that  the  joy  of  that  second  com- 
ing is  reserved  for  those  who  are  cleansed 
by  the  blood  that  was  shed  at  the ^rs^. 
"  The  suflTerings  of  Christ  and  his  glory" 
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are  closely  connected,  not  only  in  the 
prophets,  but  in  the  hearts  of  the  saints. 
Is  it  so  with  you  ?  Then  here  is  a  sweet 
theme  for  frequent  meditation  and  daily 
prayer.  As  you  walk  abroad  amid  the 
fragrance  and  repose  of  earth  and  sky, 
and  behold  how  fair  are  even  the  ruins 
of  nature,  your  hearts  will  swell  with 
emotions  of  a  joyful  hope,  and  you  will 
breathe  out  your  desires  in  the  language 
of  our  Christian  poet: — (Note  O.) 

"  Come,  then,  and  added  to  thy  many  crowns 
Receive  yet  one,  the  crewn  of  all  the  earth. 
Thou  who  alone  art  worthy !    It  was  thine 
By  ancient  covenant,  ere  Nature's  birth ; 
And  thou  hast  made  it  thine  by  purchase  price, 
And  overpaid  its  ransom  with  thy  blood. 
Come,  then,  and  added  to  thy  many  crowns 
Receive  yet  one,  as  radiant  as  the  rest, 
Due  to  thy  last  and  most  effectual  work. 
Thy  word  fulfilled,  the  conquest  of  a  world." 
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It  is  now  nearly  a  twelvemonth,  since 
the  first  head  of  the  foregoing  discourse 
was  composed,  and  preached  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  ministration  to  one  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  this  state. 
The  rest  was  added,  in  substance,  on  the 
occasion  to  which  the  title-page  refers. 

Should  the  author  be  asked,  why  he  has 
been  at  the  pains  of  writing  out  the  whole 
anew  for  the  press,  he  does  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  take  shelter  behind  "the  re- 
quest of  friends ;"  that  convenient  shield 
of  modesty — which  indeed  was  ready  to 
to  his  hand.  But  he  found  a  motive  more 
satisfa,ctory  to  himself  in  the  belief,  that 
Prophetical  Study  is  at  present,  from  a 
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variety  of  causes,  attracting  a  considera- 
ble share  of  attention  from  "the  churches 
that  are  in  Christ."  Nor,  as  he  must  con- 
fess, was  that  motive  at  all  weakened  by 
the  fact,  still  more  notorious,  that  the  views 
defended  in  these  pages  are,  more  perhaps 
than  any  other  supposed  heresy  of  the 
age,  "  everywhere  spoken  against."  Cu- 
rious it  is,  though  sad,  to  witness  the  zeal, 
and  industry,  and  talent,  and  learning, 
"  according  to  the  measure  of  every  part," 
exerted  to  crush  what  all  who  have  re- 
ceived it  are  constrained  to  regard  as  most 
important  and  seasonable  truth.  We  are 
not  surprised,  that  the  announcement  of 
Christ's  speedy  return  to  establish  his  holy 
kingdom  among  men  and  to  "  destroy 
them  which  destroy  the  earth,"  should 
meet  with  abuse  and  ridicule  from  the 
worldly  and  the  profane.  But  it  does  affect 
with  equal  sorrow  and  shame,  that  a  hope 
so  august  as  this,  and  one  which,  during 
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many  a  night  of  disaster  and  gloom,  has 
cheered,  as  a  star,  the  eye  of  faith,  should 
be  insulted  and  struck  at.  Sabbath  after 
Sabbath,  by  the  ministry  of  the  word. 
Multitudes  of  souls,  they  cannot  but  know, 
have  "  fought  a  good  fight,  have  finished 
their  course,  and  are  now  waiting  for  their 
crown,"  who,  during  their  earthly  pil- 
grimage, followed  no  other  light. 

But  now,  it  seems,  Millenarianism,  as 
it  is  called,  must  be  "put  aw^ay"  as  one 
of  the  "childish  things,"  that  might  do 
well  enough  to  amuse  an  infant  church, 
but  can  possess  no  interest  for  her  spiri- 
tual manhood.  Gentlemen  even,  who 
w^ere  scarcely  ever  known  to  damage 
their  clerical  solemnity  by  a  jest,  are  no 
longer  able  to  refrain  from  amazing  and 
perplexing  their  people  by  a  sudden  man- 
ifestation of  mirthfulness  at  the  expense 
of  their  "  deluded  brethren  ;"  while,  in  a 
few  other  cases,  there  has  been  a  slight 
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loss  of  temper,  and  the  dreary  monotony 
of  the  pulpit  has  become  enlivened  by 
the  unwonted  energy  of  invective.  The 
press  also  has  opened  its  batteiy,  and  the 
fire  if  not  very  effective,  is  certainly 
meant  to  be  so. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  thought 
that  the  friends  of,  what  they  consider  to 
be,  the  only  rational  scheme  of  prophecy, 
are  not  at  liberty  to  withhold  their  testi- 
mony, however  humble.  The  present 
writer,  indeed,  scarcely  presumes  to  ad- 
dress his  ministerial  brethren  ;  but,  were 
he  ever  so  well  qualified  to  do  so,  he 
should  not  be  anxious  to  have  them  for 
his  first  audience.  It  is  not  so  long  since 
he  himself  had  to  struggle  against  the 
professional,  as  well  as  natural  pride, 
which  shrinks  from  abandoning  principles 
of  interpretation,  and  modes  of  thought, 
that  have  been  cherished  for  years.  The 
utmost  that  is  hoped  for  is,  that  some 
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plain  and  simple-hearted  disciples  may- 
be persuaded  to  sit  down  again,  and  read 
for  themselves,  and  with  their  own  eyes, 
the  word  of  "  prophecy,  which  is  the 
testimony  of  Jesus."  Rev.  xix.  10.  We 
are  well  persuaded,  that  in  that  case  they 
will  soon  discover  that  Millenarianism  is 
nothing  else  but  the  glad  response  of  love 
to  the  promise  of  the  Master  : — "  surely, 

I  COME  QUICKLY AmEN,  EVEN   SO  COME, 

Lord  Jesus!"     Rev.  xxii.  20. 

In  the  following  notes  a  freer  oppor- 
tunity was  sought,  than  the  discourse 
itself  afforded,  for  a  few  remarks  on  the 
general  subject.  One  or  two  current 
objections  also  will  be  noticed,  which  are 
very  commonly  allowed  to  settle  the  whole 
question,  and  thus  the  labour  of  examin- 
ing the  word  of  God  is  saved.  And,  as 
truth  is  likely  to  be  more  easily  recognis- 
ed, and  more  confidently  embraced,  when 
seen  in  immediate  juxtaposition  with 
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error,  we  shall  present  the  reader  with 
sundry  specimens  of  the  ordinary  inter- 
pretations,— and  these  by  no  means  the 
strangest  that  might  be  adduced.  We 
shall  consent  to  be  guided  in  our  selection 
by  our  opponents  ;  or  we  shall  restrict 
ourselves  to  the  texts  already  reviewed. 

For  these  several  purposes  we  shall 
make  use  only  of  writers  of  acknowledged 
respectability  and  standing.  Nor  would 
we  be  thought  much  to  transgress  this 
limit,  although  we  should  have  frequent 
occasion  to  animadvert  on  a  certain 
"  Manual  of  Sacred  Interpretation  ;  for 
the  special  benefit  of  Junior  Theological 
Students  :  by  Alex.  McClelland,  Profes- 
sor, &c."  Not  only  is  this  the  most  recent 
publication  we  have  seen  on  the  all-im- 
portant topic  of  which  it  treats ;  but  there 
can  be  little  doubt,  that,  in  addition  to  the 
sprinkling  of  witticisms  of  very  various 
degrees  of  merit,  its  author  intended  the 
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attack  on  Millenarianism  as  one  "  great 
attraction"  of  his  performance.  It  is  true, 
that  an}^  one  competently  acquainted  with 
the  controversy  sees  at  once,  that  the 
reverend  gentleman  understands  neither 
\he  princiiile  of  Millenarian  interpretation 
of  prophecy,  nor  the  actual  results  of  its 
application.  And  3-et,  when  speaking  of 
its  friends,  he  habitually  indulges  in  a 
style  of  remark,  which,  we  are  sure — 
will  be  quite  satisfactory  to  junioi'  theo- 
logical students.  They  do  not  know 
yet,  that  in  every  age  of  the  church, 
when  Christianity  achieved  her  highest 
triumphs,  we  can  point  to  Millenarians, 
"  whose  shoe's  latchet" — (let  the  words 
be  quoted  with  reverence) — this  pert  pro- 
fessor, in  all  that  adorns  the  scholar  and 
divine,  is  "  not  worthy  to  unloose." 

When  a  man  chooses  to  assail  with 
abusive  ridicule  the  cherished  faith,  and 
fondest  hopes,  of  his  brethren,  he  will  not 
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complain,  should  there  be  a  neglect  of 
ceremony,  when  they  in  turn  subject  him 
to  the  critical  ordeal. 


Note    A. 

It  is  quite  enough  to  show,  how  ex- 
ceedingly vague  and  uninfluential  are  the 
prevailing  views  on  the  subject  of  unful- 
filled prophecy,  that,  before  you  can  get 
people  even  to  talk  about  it,  the  previous 
question  is  constantly  started,  and  must 
be  answered, — ^'- of  what  useV  This 
question  Professor  M.  answers  with  great 
coolness,  Man.  p.  116, — "  we  would  not 
encourage  the  student  to  speculate  much 
on  this  subject" — that  is,  on  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  word  of  God,  He  has  no 
objection  to  taking  the  infidel  over  the 
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ruins  of  Bab3don  and  Petra,  and  showing 
him  that  the  "  desolations,"  which  the 
Bible  foretold,  God's  own  hand  "hath 
wrought  in  the  earth."  All  this  is  allow- 
able ;  but  "  as  to  futurity,  let  the  sapphire 
throne,  borne  by  the  flaming  cherubim, 
take  its  own  mighty  course.  .  .  .  Scan  as 
curiously  as  3^ou  will  the  car  of  Provi- 
dence in  Its  magnificent  progress  through 
the  earth  ;  but  choose  wisely  your  jpar^  of 
observation,  and  by  all  means  mount  up 
behind'''' — a  most  appropriate  position,  re- 
marked a  friend,  for  \heo\Qg\cdl  footmen  ! 
There  may  be  poetry,  however,  or 
there  may  be  wit,  in  what  we  have  just 
cited  ; — ^and  we  think  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  both.  But  how  much  of  theology 
is  there  ?  Or  what  sort  of  advice  is  this 
to  give  even  tojunior  theological  students? 
The  Bible  answers  the  question  very 
differently.  "Ye  are  saved  hy  hoj^e^'' — 
says  Paul,  Rom.  viii,  24.  Now  hoj^e  is 
»7* 
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just  another  name  for  faith  rejoicing  in  the 
divine  promises ;  and  what  are  these  but 
prophecies  unfulfilled  ?  If,  then,  this 
daily,  "looking  at  things  unseen,"  this 
joyous  anticipation  of  future  good,  be  an 
exercise  of  the  last  necessity  to  the  peace 
and  purity  of  a  christian,  it  cannot  be 
unimportant,  that  our  ideas  concerning 
the  grand  object  of  all  these  renewed  affec- 
tions should  be  as  extensive  and  accurate, 
as  the  word  of  God,  in  our  present 
circumstances,  will  afford.  Hence  the 
fervour  of  the  apostolic  prayer,  that 
believers  "  may  know  what  is  the  hope  of 
their  calling,"  Eph.  i.  IS.  St.  Peter 
seems  to  have  been  of  much  the  same 
opinion  :  for  it  is  undeniable  that  he  is 
speaking  of  "  the  power  and  coming  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  and  of  nothing 
else,  when  he  commends  christians  for 
^Haking  heed  to  the  more  sure  word  of 
prophecy."     2  Pet.  i.  19. 
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Nay,  as  it  regards  the  "  times  and 
seasons,"  while  we  admit  that  the  chro- 
nology of  prophecy  is,  hi  its  details,  by 
far  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  subject, 
and  does  not  determine  either  *'  the  day 
or  the  houi"  of  the  most  momentous 
events,  still  it  betrays  an  amazing  want 
of  consideration,  or  an  equally  singular 
presumption,  to  stigmatize  the  assiduous 
and  prayerful  study  of  it  as  "  a  childish 
curiosity."  Man.  p.  116.  "  In  the  first 
year  of  Darius  the  son  of  Ahasuerus,  of 
the  seed  of  the  Medes,  which  was  made 
king  over  the  realm  of  the  Chaldeans  ;  in 
the^first  year  of  his  reign  I  Daniel  under- 
stood"— how.^  by  inspiration?  no;  ^^by 
hooTcs  the  number  of  the  years,  w^hereof  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jeremiah  the 
prophet,  that  he  would  accomplish  seven- 
ty years  in  the  desolations  of  Jerusalem." 
Dan.  ix.  1,  2.  The  primitive  christians, 
also,  profane  history  informs  us,  were  in- 
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debted  to  unfulfilled  prophecy,  Mat.  xxiv. 
16,  for  their  escape  from  the  horrors  of 
the  last  siege  of  Jerusalem.  Our  Lord 
rebukes  the  Pharisees  for  their  blind  and 
haughty  disregard  of  "the  signs  of  the 
times,"  Mat.  xvi.  3 ; — and  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  very  context — Mat.  xxiv.  29,  &c. 
— which  should,  indeed,  check  the  foolish 
habit  of  dogmatizing  about  dates,  enume- 
rates, at  the  same  time,  certain  dread 
premonitory  symptoms,  which  shall  pre- 
cede and  usher  in  the  close  of  the  present 
economy  of  human  affairs  : — v.  33,  "So 
likewise  ye,  when  ye  shall  see  all  these 
things,  hiow  that  it  is  near,  even  at  the 
doors ;" — or,  as  it  is  in  Luke  xxi.  28, 
"and  when  these  things  begin  to  come 
to  pass,  then  look  up,  and  lift  up  your 
heads ;  for  your  redemption  draweth 
nigh" — even  though  its  first  holy  light, 
like  that  of  the  first  creation,  should  burst 
on  a  wide,  weltering  chaos,  of  which  the 
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desolations  that  befell  Judea  were  nothing 
more  than  a  faint  emblem. 

If  any  additional  evidence  were  asked, 
of  the  christian's  right  and  duty  to  make 
the  unfulfilled  prophecies  of  the  Bible  the 
subject  of  careful  and  earnest  inquiry, 
we  should  refer,  not  merely  to  the 
"blessing"  pronounced  upon  the  employ- 
ment. Rev.  i.  3  ; — but  to  the  illustrious 
example  of  the  prophets  themselves. 
Professor  M.  acknowledges  that  they  icere 
"noble  spirits,"  Man.  p.  117,  and  yet 
they  were  the  most  devout  students  of  their 
oivn  predictions.  Indeed,  so  "childish" 
were  they,  (never  having  had  the  "  special 
benefit"  of  the  Manual,)  that  they  evident- 
ly had  no  scruples  about  "inquiring  and 
searching  diligently  what,  or  what  manner 
of  time,  the  spirit  of  Christ  which  was  in 
them  did  signify."     1  Pet.  i.  10,  11. 

If  the  reader  now  begins  to  feel  some 
little  surprise,  that  a  sacred  interpreter 
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should  set  out  by  dissuading  his  students 
from  "speculating  much  on  this  subject," 
his  wonder,  we  trust,  will  be  abated, 
when  we  come  to  consider  some  of  the 
hints  and  rules,  that  are  given  to  guide 
them  in  any  little  attention  they  may 
condescend  to  bestow  upon  it.  This  we 
shall  do  in  subsequent  notes :  but,  in  the 
meantime,  we  would  have  it  settled  in 
every  serious  mind,  that  the  study  of 
prophecy  is  an  incumbent  duty,  and  one  as 
interesting  as  it  may  prove  to  be  profit- 
able. Long,  if  we  may  so  speak,  has  the 
church  been  sailing  on  the  waters  of  time, 
through  darkness  and  tempests,  towards 
her  "  desired  haven  :" — and  now  it  is 
both  natural  and  proper  that  she  should 
take  frequent  soundings,  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  her  nearness.  Or  we  might 
avail  ourselves  of  a  scriptural  image,  and 
say,  that  we  must  know  where  to  look  for 
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the  break  of  day,  before  we  can  calculate 
the  signs  of  its  approach. 


Note     B. 

Man.  p.  117  ;  "  The  following  hints 
on  the  general  subject  of  prophecy  may 
be  of  use. 

1st.  *'  Remember  that  the  diction  of  this 
part  of  scripture  is  intensely  poetical.'''' 

So  says  Professor  M.  ;  and,  lest  it 
might  be  supposed  that  in  that  opinion 
he  could  scarcely  have  the  pleasure  of 
differing  from  an}'-  body,  he  proceeds  to 
tell  us,  that,  overlooking  the  hint  entirely, 
Millenarians  *'  treat  their  productions  as 
if  they  were  discourses  on  history  or 
civil  government ;"  or,  as  it  stands  on  p, 
59,  *'  Millenarians  read  Isaiah  nearly  as 
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they  would  Blackstone's  Commentaries, 
or  the  British  Constitution."  Strange 
that  such  men  as  John  Milton,  William 
Cowper,  and  Robert  Hall,  all  three  of 
them  possessed  of  so7ne  share  both  of 
taste  and  imagination,  should  not  have 
known  better,  before  they  ventured  to 
avow  Millenarian  sentiments  ! 

But,  to  speak  seriously,  the  remark 
itself  was  not  worth  making  except  for  the 
sake  of  the  accompanying  insult.  The 
real  question  between  the  systems  of  in- 
terpretation is,  not  whether  the  diction  of 
the  prophets,  but  whether  their  facts  also 
are  "  intensety  poetical."  For  example, 
in  Spenser's  "  Faery  Queen"  the  Red- 
cross  knight.  Sir  Guyon,  and  the  rest, 
with  their  multifarious  fortunes,  '•  fashion 
XII.  Morall  Vertues."  Here  then,  not 
only  is  the  diction  poetical,  but  the  heroes 
themselves  and  their  "most  disastrous 
chances,  and  moving  accidents,  and  hair- 
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breadlh  scapes,"  are  sheer  fiction.  Is  it 
thus  that  we  are  to  inter]yret  the  prophe- 
cies f  Are  they  as  many  seem  to  think, 
what  Spenser  said  his  poem  was,  "  a  con- 
tinued Allegory,  or  darke  conceit  ?"  Or 
have  we  not  better  authority  for  believing, 
that,  however  poetical  the  diction,  *'  one 
jot  or  one  tittle,"  of  their  numerous  an- 
nouncements respecting  events  yet  future, 
**  shall  in  no  wise  pass  till  all  be  fulfilled  f" 
Mat.  v.  18. 

But  let  us  vary  the  illustration.  During 
the  late  struggle  for  the  independence  of 
Gieece,  and  immediate^  after  the  battle 
of  Navarino,  there  was  read  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh  a  prize  essay,  of 
which  the  conclusion  was  in  these  terms  ; 
and  the  beauty  of  the  extract,  we  doubt 
not,  besides  its  adaptation  to  our  purpose, 
v/ill  be  received  as  sufficient  apology  for 
its  length  :  *'  Europe  has  heard  the  call, 
and  answered  with  propitious  thunder. 
8 
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May  heaven  prosper  the  omen,  and  speed 
the  expected  time  of  which  young  hope 
is  fain  to  prophesy,  the  time  when  the 
eye  of  Greece,  so  long  extinguished,  shall 
be  rekindled  in  its  ancient  lustre  ;  when 
the  mother  of  arts,  so  long  forsaken,  shall 
see  her  far-scattered  cliildren  hastening 
back  to  her  embrace  ;  the  time  when, 
W'ithin  Athenian  walls,  another  Alcaeus 
shall,  in  peaceful  festival,  WTeathe  the 
tyrannicidal  sword  with  myrtle  ;  when 
another  Aeschylus,  resting  from  victo- 
rious battle,  shall  sing  the  waters  of  Sa- 
lamis,  again  consecrated  by  the  triumph 
of  the  free  ;  when  a  new  Demosthenes 
shall  swear  by  another  Marathon  ;  when 
Philosophy  shall  muse  once  more  among 
the  olive  groves  of  Academe,  and  Art 
enshrine  herself  upon  her  own  Acropolis ; 
and  when,  more  happy  than  of  old, 
Liberty,  no  longer  the  confederate  of 
license,   shall  maintain  the  harmony  of 
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her  balanced  powers,  and  religion,  puri- 
fied from  superslilion,  shall  adore,  in 
spirit  and  in  truth,  the  now  not  TJnhiown 
God:' 

Now,  it  is  by  no  means  probable,  that 
the  essayist  expected  the  actual  re-ap- 
pearance of  Xerxes  and  his  inglorious 
host  on  the  theatre  of  their  ancient  disas- 
ters ; — any  more  than  Millenarians  re- 
quire, in  order  to  the  accomplishment  of 
prophecies,  that  foretell  the  triumph  of 
Jerusalem  over  all  her  foes,  the  "  resur- 
rection of  all  the  savage  clans  who  in- 
fested Israel  durinsf  her  national  exis- 
tence."  Man.  p.  135. — But,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  are  every  whit  as  confident, 
that  his  hearers  would  have  "  erred  ex- 
ceedingly," if  the  notion  had  somehow 
taken  possession  of  their  minds,  that 
while  he  named  Greece,  it  was  simply 
as  the  7-eprcsentative  of  Democracy  ;  for,  in 
reality,  he  was  predicting  a  revolution  in 
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Paris  in  the  the  course  of  a  few  years — 
or  say,  an  American  revolution  all  round 
the  globe.  We  fear  that  Lord  Byron 
himself,  though  an  adopted  son  of  that 
country,  to  whose  freedom  he  consecrated 
both  lyre  and  sword,  would  have  made 
but  a  poor  Alcaeus. 

Apply  this  to  the  case  in  hand, — to 
what  is  said,  for  instance,  on  pp.  128  129, 
of  the  Manual,  and  we  shall  be  disap- 
pohited,  if  it  is  not  at  once  obvious,  that 
Millenarians  can  afford  to  make  larger 
concessions  than,  in  some  particulars, 
there  is  any  necessity  for  making,  and  yet 
be  consistent  in  rejecting  utterly  the  hint, 
that  would  turn  the  '*  rebuilding  of  the 
tabernacle  of  David,  which  is  fallen 
down,"  into  a  religious  revival  in  Kam- 
schatha  or  New  York,  and  the  reunion  of 
Israel  and  Judah,  as  "  one  nation  in 
the  land  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel," 
into  some  such  thing  as  the  reconciliation 
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of  the  Baptists  to  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety, 

"  Those  predictions" — sa3^s  Dr.  Hen- 
derson in  the  Introductory  Dissertation  to 
his  late  learned  work  on  Tsaiah,  pp.  33, 
34 ; — "  which  relate  to  the  Jews  as  a 
people,  or  to  other  nations,  as  Babylon, 
Egypt,  Tyre,  &c.,  are  to  be  restricted  in 
their  interpretation  to  such  nations,  and 
are  not  to  be  applied  to  the  Christian 
church,  either  in  her  pure,  or  her  corrupt 
state,  nor  to  the  enemies  of  the  faith  and 
kingdom  of  Christ.  .  .  This  rule,"  he 
continues,  "  may  be  viewed  as  specially 
bearing  upon  such  prophecies  as  refer  to 
the  past  and  future  restoration  of  the 
Jews.  Expositors  in  general,  without 
scruple  or  hesitation,  interpret  literally 
those  predictions  which  involve  the  pun- 
ishment of  that  people,  such  as  the  de- 
struction of  their  city  and  polity,  their 
captivity,  dispersion  &c. ;  but  whenever 
8* 
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they  come  to  those  which  hold  out  the 
prospect  of  their  conversion,  re-establish- 
ment in  Canaan,  &c.,  they  almost  uni- 
formly apply  them  to  the  conversion  of 
sinners  generally,  or  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  Christian  church.  But  not  only  is 
such  a  mode  of  interpretation  at  once  un- 
fair and  inconsistent ;  it  also  breaks  up 
the  continuity  and  antithetical  character 
of  many  of  the  prophecies,  does  vio- 
lence to  the  established  usage  of  the  lan- 
guage, and  forces  the  expositor  to  gloss 
over,  or  to  leave  untouched,  whatever  is 
o])posed  to  his  system.  It  is  utterly  sub- 
versive of  all  settled,  consistent,  and 
thorough-going  exposition." 

Let  the  reader  only  imagine  how  intel- 
ligent Jews  must  feel  and  resent  the 
wrong,  and  he  will  understand  one  rea- 
son, perhaps,  of  the  little  success  that  has 
attended  all  past  efforts  to  evangelize 
them.      "  And   here,"  says  one  of  that 
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class,  "  I  must  once  for  all  observe,  that 
all  the  prophecies  which  speak  of  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah,  and  the  restora- 
tion and  redemption  of  the  nation,  are  to 
be  understood  in  the  most  plain,  obvious, 
and  literal  sense ;  and  not  in  a  spiritual 
or  mystical  sense,  as  the  generality  of 
christians  attempt  to  explain  them.  For 
can  anything  be  more  absurd,  than  to  ex- 
plain the  prophecies,  which  foretell  the 
calamity  which  is  to  befall  them,  in  a  lite- 
ral sense  ;  and  those  which  speak  of  their 
future  felicity  in  a  spiritual  and  mystical 
sense  ?  surely  not.  And  it  is  not  a  little 
pleasant  to  observe  the  great  kindness  of 
christians  towards  us  in  this  respect ;  for 
they  are  extremely  ready  and  willing  to 
grant  us  the  entire  and  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  all  the  evils  foretold  us  ;  (which  in- 
deed we  have  fully  experienced  for  up- 
wards of  1,700  years  ;)  whilst  they,  with 
equal  generosity,  apply  to  themselves  all 
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the  glorious  promises,  which  with  equal 
certainty  predict  our  future  happiness  in 
the  latter  cla3^s."* 


Note     C . 

In  this  Note  we  propose  to  offer  a  few 
remarks  on  Professor  M.'s  two  "  rules' 

The  first  we  find  on  p.  130  ;  "  1st. 
Be  not  anxious  to  find  chronological  connec- 
tion in  the  prophecies y  Elsewhere,  at  pp. 
122-128,  several  ingenious  and  beautiful 
observations  occur  on  the  same  topic. 

Our  objection  is,  that  the  statement  is 
altogether  too  absolute  and  unguarded, 
and  that  the  rule  convicts  "  holy  men  of 
God"  of  misspending  their  time,  when 
they  "  inquired  and  searched   diligently 

WHAT     MANNER     OF      TIME,     &C."         Wf' 
*•  David  Levi,  Diss,  on  the  Prophecies. 
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again  repeat,  that  we  are  far  from  con- 
tending for  exactness  in  the  minute  de- 
tails. To  that  we  do  not  think  it  possible 
to  attain.  But  that  is  quite  a  different 
thing  from  the  grand  outline,  which  the 
finger  of  God  has  drawn  not  obscurely 
in  his  word,  for  the  direction  and  conso- 
lation of  his  church.  Many  instances 
might  be  given,  in  which,  when  two  or 
three  events  are  predicted,  they  are  ar- 
ranged in  such  an  invariable  antecedence 
and  sequence,  as  should  of  itself  deter- 
mine their  relative  chronology.  Unless 
some  satisfaction,  indeed,  can  be  got  even 
in  this  department  of  prophetic  study,  it 
is  difficult  to  understand  how  our  oppo- 
nents are  so  very  sure,  that  the  return  of 
the  Saviour  to  oar  w^orld  succeeds  the  Mil- 
lennium, and  that  the  general  resurrec- 
tion immediately  folloivs  the  advent.  But, 
however  they  come  by  their  confidence, 
we  are  not  without  our  fears,  that   this 
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first  rule  of  Professor  M.'s  has  its  influ- 
ence in  forming  the  opinions  themselves. 

2.  We  proceed  to  the  second  ;  p.  133, 
"  Z^o  7iot  inleri)ret  prophecy  too  literally,'^'' 

That,  certainly,  is  an  unexceptionable 
rule.  We  only  wonder  that,  for  the  sake 
of  exhausting  the  subject,  he  did  not 
think  of  adding  a  third  ;  "  Do  not  inter- 
pret prophecy  too  spiritually^''  especially 
as  he  admits,  p.  141,  that  there  is  anoth- 
er extreme,  that  of  turning  prophecy 
entirely  into  figures."  The  troublesome 
question,  to  be  sure,  might  return, — "  And 
what  is  to  be  considered  excess  on  either 
side  ?" — Undoubtedly,  it  is  very  foolish 
in  Millenarians  not  to  know  that  a 
trope  is  a  figure  of  speech,  and  that  the 
hand  of  God  means  his  power.  And  it 
would  be  still  worse  if  they  expected 
Christ  to  come  as  "  a  temporal  sovereign." 
When  Professor  M.,  however,  charges  it 
upon  them — p.  134,  that  they  do,  we  do 
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not  even  suspect  him  of  intentionally 
bearing  false  witness  against  his  neigh- 
bours. We  only  say  again  what  we  said 
before,  that  Professor  M.  has  yet  to  learn 
the  alphabet  of  Millenarianism.* 

We  hope  to  have  just  as  little  difficulty 
as  our  brethren  in  mingling  in  the  dox- 
ologies  of  that  world  to  come ; — "  Thy 
throne,  O  God,  is  forever  and  ever," 
Ps.  xlv.  6  ;  even  although  we  believe 
that,  at  the  end  of  the  thousand  years 
there  will  be  some  mysterious  assault  by 
the  confederate  powers  of  evil  on  the 
camp  of  the  saints,  and  the  beloved  city." 

*  His  attainments  on  this  subject  are,  however,  not 
inferior  to  those  of  another  well  known  doctor,  who 
has  been  going  from  pulpit  to  pulpit  lately,  hauling 
after  him  the  great  chain  prepared  for  "  that  old  ser- 
pent, which  is  the  Devil  and  Satan;"  and,  as  he  shakes 
it  in  the  faces  of  the  audience,  overwhelming  poor  Mil- 
lenarians  with  the  startling  demand — "  Tell  me  what 
metal  this  is!  is  it  gold?  or  silver?  or  iron?"  How 
deeply  to  be  deplored,  that  so  ingenious  and  subtle  a 
disputant  is  not  a  MiUenarian !" 
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Rev.  XX.  9.  No  breach,  however,  can  be 
effected  in  her  hulwarks — the  walls  of  salva- 
tion ;  Is.  xxvi.  1.  There  will  be  no  in- 
terruption even  to  the  tranquillity  of  their 
reign.  "  Only  with  their  e3^es  shall  they 
behold,  and  see  the  reward  of  the  wick- 
ed ;"  Ps.  xci.  8.  The  very  passage, 
which  foretells  this  last  desperate  at- 
tempt oi:  their  enemies,  assures  us  also 
of  its  sudden,  and  utter,  and  everlasting 
defeat,  by 

"  Some  more  sudden  vengeance,  winged  from  God." 

Rev.  XX.  9  ;  "  And  fire  came  down  from 
God  out  of  heaven,  and  devoured  them." 
It  shall,  therefore,  be,  as  when  of  old,  on 
the  rebellion  of  angels,  "  storming  fury 
rose"  in  heaven  ; — 

"  The  steadfast  empyrean  shook  throughout, 
All  but  the  Throne  itself  of  God." 

Par.  Lost,  B.  ti.  1.  833,  834. 

This  last  act  of  the  drama  we  call 
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my  Stenosis.  There  are  difficulties  con- 
nected with  it,  on  which  we  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  an  opinion.  But  why  should 
these  disturb  us,  any  more  than  the  diffi- 
culties connected  with  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead,  the  rapture  of  the  living 
saints  to  "  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air," 
and  the  general  judgment,  as  understood 
by  our  friends,  occasion  uneasiness  to 
them  ?  Were  we  disposed  to  push  cer- 
tain queries  on  the  latter  topics,  as  ob- 
jections to  the  view  itself,  Professor  M. 
would  be  very  likely  to  retort  upon  us 
somewhat  sharply  in  the  words  of  Bishop 
Newton — a  good  Millenarian,  by  the 
way — "  Folly  can  ask  more  questions 
than  wisdom  can  answer." 

As  to  the  "  error  committed  by  the 
carnal  Jews,"  Man.  p.  134,  there  has 
been  more  talk  about  it  among  high- 
minded  Gentiles,  Rom.  xi.  20,  than  per- 
haps was  either  becoming  or  w^arranta- 
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ble.  There  is  not  a  word  in  the  New 
Testament  to  show,  that  the  Jews  were 
mistaken  in  expecting  their  Messiah  to 
reign  at  Jerusalem.  Their  error,  and  it 
was  a  sad  one,  was  not  "  believing  all 
that  the  prophets  ha  spoken;"  in  their 
overlooking  the  fact,  that  He  "  ought  to 
suffer,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory."  Luke 
xxiv.  25,  26. 

It  is  not  enough  to  condemn  an  inter- 
pretation that  it  is  Jewish,  any  more  than 
that  it  is  Popish  ; — a  remark,  the  spirit 
of  which  has  often  evaporated  in  the  heat 
of  theological  debate.  Thus,  the  learned 
Lightfoot,  in  one  of  his  many  assaults  on 
the  "  Millenaries,"  holds  the  following  lan- 
guage : — "  An  opinion  as  like  the  opinion 
of  the  Jews,  as  one  egg  is  like  another. 
They  think,  Christ  shall  reign  among  them 
on  earth  a  thousand  years  pompous  reign : 
so  do  these.  They  think  that  at  the  be- 
ginning of  his  reign  the  holy  prophets 
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and  patriarchs  shall  be  raised  from  death, 
and  reign  with  him  :  so  these.  They  think, 
that,  at  the  end  of  his  thousand  years' 
reign,  there  shall  be  the  general  resurrec- 
tion, and  world  of  eternity  :  so  do  these. 
So  that  the  Millenary  doth  Judaize,  and 
he  knows  it  not,  he  is  fallen  into  the 
Jews  opinion,  and  is  not  aware  of  it."* 

But  we  return  to  Professor  M.'s  rule  ; 
"  do  not  interpret  prophecy  too  literally. "^^ 
It  is  clearly  no  rule,  but  an  absurdity, 
and  a  hundred  such  would  be  well  ex- 
changed for  the  simple  Millenarian  Canon ; 
— *'  Let  the  Christian  reader  first  seek  to 

*  We  here  venture  to  refer  the  curious  to  this  old 
divine  for  rich  specimens  of  the  spiritual  excess.  They 
will  meet  with  satisfactory  evidence,  at  any  rate,  that  if 
"piety  cannot  give  respectability  to  nonsense" — (as 
the  author  of  the  Manual  again  and  again  declares) — 
Hebrew  affords  no  security  against  it.  Our  brethren 
also,  whose  stock  of  gibes  and  jeers  may  have  run  out, 
will  find,  in  the  second  volume,  an  opportunity  of  lay- 
ing in  a  supply  of  very  good  ones. 
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find  out  the  literal  meaning  of  the  word 
of  God  ;  for  this,  and  this  alone,  is  the 
foundation  of  faith  and  of  Christian  theo- 
logy." These  are  jLw^Aer'5  words.  Hooker, 
celebrated  in  ecclesiastical  literature  as 
"judicious,"  expresses  the  same  thing  in 
these  words,  Eccl.  Pol.  B.  v.  59 ; — "  I 
hold  it  for  a  most  infallible  rule  in  expo- 
sitions of  sacred  Scripture,  that  where  a 
literal  construction  will  stand,  the  farthest 
from  the  letter  is  commonly  the  worst. 
There  is  nothing  more  dangerous  than 
this  licentious  and  deluding  art,  which 
changeth  the  meaning  of  words,  as  al- 
chymy  doth  or  would  do  the  substance  of 
metals,  maketh  of  anything  what  it  list- 
eth,  and  bringeth  in  the  end  all  truth  to 
nothing." — Or  hear  Vitringa  ; — his  third 
canon  for  rightly  expounding  prophecy  is 
as  follows  ;  *'  We  must  new?*  depart  from 
the  literal  meaning  of  the  stibject  mentioned 
in  its  own  appropriate  name,  if  all,  or  its 
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principal  attrihutes  square  with  the  subject 
of  the  prophecy — an  unerring  canon  and  of 
great  use  ;  and  then  he  quotes  Dr.  Ste- 
phen Gausenus  to  the  same  effect. — Or, 
if  these  are  old-fashioned,  and  nothing 
but  Ernesti  will  serve,  hear  Ernesti ; — 
"  The  literal  sense  must  not  be  aban- 
doned without  obvious  reason,  or  from 
necessity." — Or,  which  ought  perhaps  to 
be  more  satisfactory  still,  take  the  second 
general  maxim  of  the  Manual,  p.  10  ; — 
*'  Scripture  is  to  be  interpreted  in  the 
same  method  which  we  employ  in  dis- 
covering the  meaning  of  any  other  book." 
It  were  to  no  purpose  whatever  to  go 
about  to  prove,  that  any  or  all  of  these 
men  entertained  anti-Millenarian  senti- 
ments. Let  us  admit  that,  in  some  par- 
ticulars, they  all  did.  The  question  will 
then  be,  whether  in  those  particulars  they 
had  fairly  applied  their  own  rule  5  or 
9* 
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whether  having  first  taken  it  for  granted 
that  Millenarianism  was  false,  they  next 
chose  to  consider  this  assumption  as  pro- 
viding the  only  specified  case  of  limitation. 
The  Manual,  however,  proceeds  to  ex- 
emplify the  rwZe,  and  Is.  xi.  14, 15  ;  Hos. 
ii.  14,  and  Jer.  xxx.  IS,  are  successively 
appealed  to.  Now  we  trust  that  these, 
and  many  other  similar  instances  that 
might  be  cited,  have  already  been  dis- 
posed of  in  our  second  note.  At  least, 
we  should  not  conceive  that  we  are  bound 
to  give  any  other  explanation.  At  the 
same  time,  we  shall  not  be  deterred  by 
Professor  M.'s  challenges,  "  can  this 
mean  any  thing  more,  &c.  ?" — "  No  one 
surely  dreams,  &c.  ?" — "  Is  it  possible  to 
consider  this,  &c.  ?" — from  informing  him 
of  what  he  evidently  never  before  sus- 
pected, that  there  are  living  in  the  church 
at  this  moment,  both  in  this  country  and 
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in  Europe,  many  diligent  and  pious  stu- 
dents of  prophecy,  who  would  very  de- 
liberately answer  some  of  his  fiercest  de- 
mands in  the  affirmative^  and  might  even 
add  that,  while  "  no  piety  can  give  re- 
spectabihty  to  nonsense,"  so  neither  is  it 
by  the  loudest  exclamations  of  horror, 
whether  real  or  affected,  that  any  thing 
can  be  shown  to  he  nonsense. 

Besides,  we  humbly  submit,  that  Pro- 
fessor M.  has  fairly  shut  himself  up  from 
any  such  peremptory  decisions.  * '  Doubt- 
less"— he  says,  p.  141 — **  many  things 
will  take  place,  substantially  as  de- 
scribed." Thus  he  holds,  by  his  own 
acknowledgement,  one  link  at  least  of  an 
indissoluble  chain  of  Millenarian  pro- 
phecy— the  literal  restoration  of  the  Jews  to 
Palestine  ; — and  he  adds,  p.  142,  "  how 
far  the  literal  fulfilment  will  be  carried, 
we  are  ignorant."  That  is,  he  is  com- 
pelled to  admit  the  literal  accomplishment 
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of  the  grand  predicted  fact,  namely,  the 
leturn  ; — and  then,  by  way  of  trimming 
the  balance,  and  in  spite  of  his  own  con- 
fessed ignorance,  he  arbitrarily  rejects 
the  possibility  even  of  a  similar  accom- 
plishment of  the  predicted  details.  Really 
we  could  almost  doubt,  whether  this 
"expositor,"  though  he  may  have  *' learn- 
ed to  be  ignorant,"  has  yet  acquired  the 
art,  scarcely  less  valuable,  of  "letting 
his  ignorance  sit  gracefully  on  him." 
Man.  p.  142. 

There  is  no  denying  that  the  prophets, 
in  very  many  instances,  do  seem  to  run 
a  parallel  between  certain  circumstances, 
attending  the  future  destiny  of  Israel, 
and  those  which  have  already  distinguish- 
ed their  woudrous  annals.  And  while, 
for  the  reasons  before  mentioned,  no  one 
is  under  the  necessity  of  contending  for 
exact  correspondence  of  fact  to  fact  in 
all,  or  any  one  of  the  paiticulars,  we  feel 
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that  it  would  be  still  more  indecent  for 
us  to  take  our  rash  stand  in  front  of  such 
texts  as  those  referred  to,  and  peevishly 
chide  the  heaving  depth  of  the  divine 
counsels  with  a  ^^  thus  far  shaltthou  come, 
and  no  farther."  For  example,  we 
venture  to  think,  notwithstanding  the 
astonished  professor's — "  no  one  surely 
dreams" — that  there  is  quite  as  much  of 
a  sober,  cautious,  interpretation  of  pro- 
phecy, as  there  is  of  intense  j^oetry,  in  the 
beautiful  words  which  Milton  puts  into 
the  mouth  of  "Israel's  true  king." 

"Yet  he  at  length,  (time  to  himself  best  known,) 
Rememb'ring  Abraham,  by  some  wondrous  call 
May  bring  them  back  repentant  and  sincere, 
And  at  their  passing  cleave  the  Assyrian  flood, 
While  to  their  native  land  with  joy  they  haste, 
As  the  Red  Sea  and  Jordan  once  he  cleft. 
When  to  the  promis'd  land  their  fathers  passed." 
Par.  Reg.  b.  hi.  433,  439. 

Our  present  design  forbids  us  to  enter 
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minutely  into  the  discussion.  But  as- 
suredly we  are  most  willing  to  confess, 
that  there  are  not  a  few  points  connected 
with  the  Millenarian  hope,  on  which  we 
have  hitherto  received  little  or  no  satisfac- 
tion ; — nay,  that  there  are  sturdy  diffi- 
culties, as  we  have  already  said,  which 
seem  to  baffle  all  attempts  at  resolution. 
But  then  we  think  that  the  difficulties 
are  at  least  as  formidable,  and  incom- 
parably more  numerous,  07i  the  othei-  side. 
And  if  our  inability  to  explain  the  manner 
of  things  is  to  forbid  our  belief  in  their 
existence,  we  shall  have  to  abandon  our 
faith  in  the  being  of  God,  and  indeed  in 
our  own. 

•  But  "what  shall  be  done  with  such  a 
passage  as  that  in  Malachi,  which  dis- 
tinctly states  that  the  old  Prophet  Elijah 
is  to  come  from  heaven,  and  announce 
the  advent  of  the  Messiah  V — seeing 
"Christ  has  determined  him  in  Mat.  xi. 


NOTES,     &c.  107 

14,  to  be  John  the  Baptist."  Man. 
pp.  136,  137.  Now  in  simple  justice  to 
Professor  M.  it  should  be  understood, 
that  he  has  discovered  that  some  Mille- 
narians  think  it  not  at  all  improbable  that 
a  mission  of  the  old  prophet  may  precede 
the  second  personal  advent  of  our  Lord. 
He  makes  no  attempt,  indeed,  to  meet 
the  arguments  on  which  that  opinion  is 
founded.  But  perhaps  his  undertaking 
did  not  require  this  of  him  ; — or  perhaps, 
his  Millenarian  studies  have  not  extended 
quite  so  far.  These  arguments  may  be 
stated  briefly  as  follows,  and  the  reader 
will  judge  for  himself,  whether,  taken 
together,  they  do  not  possess  some  force. 

It  is  said,  or  may  be  said, 

1.  In  the  first  place,  that  the  great  and 
dreadful  day  of  the  Lord,  described  in 
the  1st  verse  of  Mai.  iv,  and  of  which 
Elijah  was  to  be  the  precursor,  is  rather 
a  strange  name  for  the  spiritual  dispensa- 
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tion,  introduced  by  the  first  advent ;  but 
is  most  appropriate  when  applied  to  the 
second  "revelation  of  the  Lord  Jesus  from 
heaven,  in  flaming  fire  taking  vengeance." 
2  Thess.  i.  7,  8. 

2.  That  it  is  distinctly  intimated,  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  fore- 
runner's efforts,  his  glorious  Lord  would 
delay  no  longer,  but  would  "  come  and 
smite  the  earth  with  a  curse."  Whereas, 
according  to  the  alleged  fulfilment,  no 
sooner  did  Christ  '*hear  that  John  was 
cast  into  prison,"  Mat.  iv.  12,  than  the 
weeping  sufferer  came,  and  laid  down 
his  life  upon  the  cross. 

3.  That  the  literal  Elijah—"  Elijah  the 
Prophet" — has  already  on  one  occasion, 
since  the  day  "God  took  him,"  appeared 
on  earth  to  the  eyes  of  mortal  men ;  and 
that  there  can  be  no  absurdity^  therefore, 
in  the  idea  of  his  return. 

4.  That  when  John  was  asked,  "art 
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thou   Elias  ?"    he    solemnly   denied   and 
"  saith,  I  am  not.^'' 

5.  That  the  angel,  who  foretold  his 
bhth,  announced  him  as  coming  "zVi  the 
spirit  and  power  of  Elias,"  Luke  i.  17  ; 
and  that  this  may  be  all  that  our  Lord 
meant,  especially  when  in  the  parallel 
passage.  Mat.  xvii.  11,  he  seems  plainly 
to  refer  to  ^future  fulfilment.  *'And  his 
disciples  asked  him,  saying,  why  then 
say  the  Scribes  that  Ehas  must  first 
come  t  and  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto 
them,  Elias  truly  sliall  first  come,  and 
restore  all  things." 

6.  And  finally,  that  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  an  Old  Testament  predict!  on  to  be 
quoted  in  the  New  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration,  or  even  as  partially  fulfilled, 
which  must  be  allowed,  notwithstanding, 
to  be  awaiting  still  its  full  and  adequate 
accomplishment.  A  striking  example  of 
this  is  thought  to  be  found  on  comparing 

10 
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Joel  ii.  28-30  with  Acts  ii.  16-18,  and 
then  with  Mat.  xxiv.  29,  and  Rom.  xi. 

To  our  own  mind,  we  are  free  to  con- 
fess, there  is  some  plausibility  at  any 
rate  in  all  this.  The  case  has  been 
thought  even  stronger,  not  only  by  Mede 
and  many  m.odern  Millenarians,  but  by 
Augustine,  Theodoret,  Jerome,  and  others 
of  the  later  fathers,  who  are  claimed  as 
opposing  Millenarian  doctrine.* 

But  suppose  that  it  all  amounts  to 
nothing,  or  "nonsense,"  as  our  Professor 
will  say  : — we  have  still  an  admirable 
resource  left.  We  just  again  undertake 
to   confute  him  by  himself;  which  fortu- 

*  ''It  remarkably  illustrates,"  says  a  late  writer,  "how 
far  men  could  hold  Millenarian  doctrine  who  neverthe- 
less quarreled  with  the  name,  that  Jerome,  on  the  last 
chapter  of  Malachi,  w^hen  inveighing  against  Judaizers, 
seems  to  scoff  at  those  who  expect  the  personal  coming 
of  Elijah ;  and  yet,  forgetting  himself,  when  he  treats 
on  Mat.  xi.  14,  and  xvii,  11,  he  avows  that  very  expecta- 
tion." 
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nately  it  is  as  easy  to  do,  as  to  turn  from 
p.  1-37  to  p.  93  of  the  Manual.  There 
speaking  of  allegorical  interpretation 
under  the  head  of  tropes  and  figures, 
what  language  does  he  use?  *'If  now 
the  question  is  asked,  how  far  the  S3^stem 
may  be  carried  out  :  we  answer,  so  far 
as  it  pleases  God,  and  no  f  rther.  It  is 
his  prerogative  to  institute  ordinances  for 
his  church,  and  when  he  does,  lie  lets  tis 
hiow  it.  If  Samson  be  an  appointed 
emblem  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I  am 
sure  that  I  shall  find  it  in  the  Old  or  New 
Testament."  And  of  course,  if  Elijah  the 
Prophet  be  an  appointed  emblem  of  John 
the  Baptist,  we  are  sure  that  we  shall 
find  it  in  the  Old  or  New  Testament.  In 
the  former  case — and  why  not  also  in  the 
latter  ? — he  distinctly  protests  against 
arguing  from  the  existence  of  such  a  con- 
nection, could  it  be  established  on  scrip- 
tural  authority,    to   the    existence   of  a 
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similar  connection  where  nothing  can  be 
shown  for  it,  but  certain  real  or  fancied 
resemblances :  and  the  reader  feels  per- 
fectly confident  that  a  protest  so  forcibly 
worded,  and  so  wittily  illustrated  (see 
p.  94,)  must  not  in  any  instance  be 
abandoned.  Alas  !  let  him  pass  on  to 
p.  137,  and  he  will  learn,  we  think,  that 
other  people,  besides  kings,  sometimes 

"  Dispense  with  laws  themselves  have  made." 

What  do  we  now  see  ? — this  same 
gentleman  pouncing  in  perfect  ecstasy  on 
Mat.  xi.  14  as  explained  by  Luke  i.  17, 
— shouting  eureka  over  it, — and  holding 
it  up  to  the  admiring  gaze  of  an  anti- 
Millenarian  church  as  "  owr  Icey  which," 
says  he,  "  we  take  leave  to  employ  m 
opening  other  darTc  diamhers  in  ancient  pro- 
phecy  /"  Well,  if  Professor  M.  belongs 
to  the  class  of  persons  privileged  to  take 
liberties  with  their  neighbours,  he  might 
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at  least  be  a  little  more  considerate  to- 
wards himself.  Very  unfortunate  would 
he  be,  were  he  to  plead  a  distinction,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  present  argument, 
between  prophecy  and  "the  simple  per- 
spicuous narratives  of  the  book  of  God." 
It  so  happens  that  it  is  precisely  in  the 
latter  instance  that  we  have  the  warraM 
of  a  general  iwinciple,  for  extending  sym- 
bolical interpretation,  (CoL  ii.  17,  *' which 
are  a  shadow  of  things  to  come  ;"  Heb. 
X.  1.  "  The  law  had  a  shadow  of  good 
things  to  come  ;")  while  for  prophecy  no 
warrant  o^  the  kind  can  be  produced, 
fjxcept  Professor  M.'s  inference  from  a 
yartic^dar  example. 

As  for  "the  key,"  we  should  really 
like  to  accompany  the  discoverer  on  some 
of  his  excursions  in  the  "  chambers  of 
imagery" — on  his  next  visit,  say,  to  the 
temple  described  in  the  closing  chapters 
of  Ezekiel.  We  could  not  fail  to  be  most 
10* 
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highly  entertained,  even  though — which, 
indeed,  would  certainly  be  the  result  of 
our  first  trial — we  should  find  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  make  good  our  entrance  into 
the  outer  courts — to  inck  the  loch. 

On  the  general  subject  of  prophetical 
interpretation,  there  are  two  questions 
which  we  would  have  every  reader  at 
once  to  determine  for  himself.  1st,  how 
have  the  pj'ophecies  hitherto  been  fulfilled — 
literally  or  spiritually  ?  And  if  literall}^, 
then  2d,  what  reason  is  therefor  helieving  that 
the  manner  of  their  fulfilment  is  now  changed  ? 
To  the  latter  question  there  can  be  but 
one  answer ; — there  is  no  reason  what- 
ever for  the  thought.  And  for  full  satis- 
faction on  the  other,  we  need  only  to  look 
into  Bishop  Newton's  Dissertations,  or 
Keith's  Evidence  of  Prophecy.  It  is  im- 
possible to  lay  down  either  of  these 
popular  and  standard  works,  without  a 
deep  impression  of  the  amazing  exactness 
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with  which  eternal  providence  works  out 
the  accomplishment  of  "  the  sayings  that 
are  written  ;"  and  that  too  in  cases  where 
the  unlikelihood  is  of  the  strongest  and 
most  violent  nature. 

Professor  M.  will  admit  that  a  rule, 
which  serves  the  purposes  of  sacred  in- 
terpretation now,  would  have  done  so 
equally  well  2000  years  ago.  Imagine, 
then,  some  young  docile  Jew  in  one  of 
the  "schools  of  the  prophets"  suddenly 
arrested,  in  the  course  of  his  reading,  by 
the  strange  announcement  of  Isaiah  vii. 
14,  and  in  his  perplexity  repairing  to  that 
Gamaliel,  in  whose  splendid  talents  and 
profound  erudition  he  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  lepose  with  the  most  childlike 
confidence.  We  shall  suppose  that  the 
teacher,  happening  to  be  in  a  pleasant 
mood,  receives  the  young  gentleman  at 
least  with  civility ; — it  is  to  be  feared,  that 
even  the  blandest  smile  would  scarcely 
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save  the  unhappy  junior  fiom  utter  dis- 
may at  the  revelation  of  his  own  short- 
sightedness, when  serenely  reminded  of 
the  recent  instructions  of  the  class-room  ; 
"3^ou  forget,  Sir,  1st,  that  in  'expounding 
Scripture  there  must  be  a  constant  appeal 
to  the  tribunal  of  common  sense,'  Man. 
p.  61 ; — 2d,  that  '  its  statements  must  be 
compared  with  the  results  of  experience 
and  observation,'  Man.  p.  64  ; — and  last- 
ly, that  you  must  *  not  interpret  prophecy 
too  literally,'  Man.  p.  133.  You  cannot 
surely  but  have  noticed  how  often  the 
CHURCH  is  spoken  of  as  the  Virgin  daugh- 
ter of  Zioii', — now,  young  gentleman,  I 
give  you  leave  to  employ  that  as  the  key 
in  opening  this  dark  chamber  in  ancient 
prophecy." 

We  trust  the  reader,  and  Professor  M. 
himself,  will  allow,  that  this  would  have 
been  a  pretty  fair  spiritual  interpretation ; 
one  that  really  might  have  passed  current 
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among  the  more  judicious  of  the  Rabbis, 
until  "  the  fulness  of  the  time  was  come  ;" 
and  then,  in  utter  disregard  of  the  Rabbis, 
"  God  sent  forth  His  Son,  made  of  a 
woman.'''' 

We  shall  find  it  instructive,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  mark  the  way  in  which 
"  Paul,  the  Apostle,"  interprets  prophecy. 
His  Gamaliel,  perhaps,  had  not  sufficient- 
ly called  his  attention  to  "  all  those  kinds 
of  inaccuracy  ,which  are  sprinkled  through 
ordinary  discourse,  hyperboles,  analogies, 
and  loose  catachestical  expressions" — in 
which,  we  are  told,  Man,  p.  63,  the  Word 
of  God  "  abounds."  Thus,  in  Heb.  ii. 
8,  we  find  him  resting  his  argument  from 
the  8th  Psalm  on  the  single  word  "  a//." 
So  in  Gal.  iii,  16,  the  whole  depends  on 
the  use  of  the  singular  instead  of  the  ])lu- 
ral  number  in  the  old  book  of  Genesis. 
We  recollect,  however,  that  several  re- 
cent commentators  are  of  opinion,  that  in 
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the  latter  instance  the  apostle  was  mis- 
taken in  his  exegesis,  and  that  the  singu- 
lar *'  see^,"  was  spoken,  after  all,  not  of 
Christ,  but  of  christians.  For  their  satis- 
faction, therefore,  we  give  two  additional 
examples.  In  Heb.  xii.  27,  he  appeals 
to  the  "  Yet  once  more"  of  Hag.  ii.  6, 
and  demonstrates  by  it  the  stability  of 
the  "  kingdom,  that  cannot  be  moved  :" 
and,  in  the  4th  chapter  of  the  same  epis- 
tle, he  thinks  it  quite  enough  to  show  the 
futurity  of  the  "rest  that  remaineth  for 
the  people  of  God,"  that  David  in  the 
95th  Psalm  applies  to  the  men  of  his  day, 
and  in  the  future  tense,  the  promises  and 
threatenings  of  Num.  xiv.  22,  &c.,  in 
reference  to  the  promised  land. 

On  the  whole,  our  inference  is  that 
Faul  "  was"  very  much  of  "  a  lite- 
ralist,"  and  that  he  relied  with  implicit 
confidence  on  his  Lord's  assurance,  that, 
in  the  minutest  and  most  latent  of  its  in- 
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limations,  **  Scripture  cannot  be  broken." 
John  X.  35. 


Note    D. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  whole  contro- 
versy that  so  completely  astounds  us,  as 
that  good  men  should  persist  in  regard- 
ing Millenarianism  with  an  evil  eye,  on 
account  of  its  supposed  'practical  tenden- 
cies. We  do  feel  anxious  to  have  this 
grievous  stumbling-block  removed  out  of 
the  way  ;  and  we,  therefore,  solicit  with 
affectionate  earnestness  the  serious  and 
candid  attention  of  our  christian  brethren 
to  the  remarks  that  follow. 

What  is  Millenarianism  9  Its  essential 
doctrines  are  few  and  exceedingly 
simple.  The  two  most  prominent  are 
these  ; — 1.  That  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
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at  his  second  appearing  will  establish 
his  kingdom  of  glory  on  the  New  Earth. 
— 2.  That  this  "  glorious  appearing"  pre- 
cedes, and  this  kingdom  constitutes,  the 
Millennium  of  the  church.  The  great 
point,  we  contend,  is,  are  these  state- 
ments scriptural  f — not,  what  appears  to 
us  to  be  their  tendency  ?  At  the  same 
time,  there  is  not  an  article  in  our  creed 
of  which  we  cherish  a  firmer  persuasion, 
that  it  is  a  doctrine  according  to  godli- 
ness." 

1.  The  practical  objection  to  the  first 
we  give  in  the  plain,  and  what  we  should 
not  scruple  to  call, — but  for  the 
everywhere  recurring  evidence,  that  the 
writer  does  not  know  what  he  is  yet  bent 
on  abusi?igy — the  grossly  disingenuous 
language  of  the  Manual,  p.  139  ; — "  the 
scheme  of  these  ingenious  gentlemen 
cannot  stand.  It  introduces  a  worldly 
element  in  our  holy  religion,  at  utter  va- 
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riance  with  its  genius  and  spirit.  By  its 
dazzling  promises  of  '  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the  earth  and  their  glory,'  it  strength- 
ens the  earthly  principle  within  us,  and 
greatly  lowers  the  tone  of  christian  senti- 
ment. It  dishonours  the  glorified  person 
of  our  Redeemer,  by  degrading  him  from 
the  seventh  heavens  to  our  miserable 
earth,  from  the  right  hand  of  the  Eternal 
Father  to  a  marble  hovel  in  Jerusalem." 
These  are  grave  charges  ; — and  we  shall 
be  glad  to  see  him  attempt  to  substantiate 
them  before  the  church. 

"  It  introduces  a  worldly  element  into 
our  holy  religion,  at  utter  variance  with 
its  genius  and  spirit."  All  that  the  Mil- 
lenarian  hope  does,  as  distinguished  from 
that  of  ordinary  christians  is  to  "  bring 
again  the  First-Begotten  into  the  habitable 
earth,"  and  to  retain  and  worship  him 
there.  Is  this\he  worldly  element  alluded 
to  ^ — No — ^but  "by  its  dazzling  promises 
11 
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of  "  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  and 
their  glory,"  it  strengthens  the  earthly 
principle  within  us,  and  greatly  lowers 
the  tone  of  christian  sentiment." 

Now,  these  dazzling  promises  are 
among  the  "  exceeding  great  and  pre- 
cious promises"  of  the  word  of  God,  and 
Professor  M.  professes  to  believe  them  as  well 
as  we.  Is.  xlix.  23  ;  ''  kings  shall  be  thy 
nursing  fathers,  and  their  queens  thy 
nursing  mothers  :" — Rev.  xxi.  24,  "  the 
kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  their  glory  and 
honour  into  it."  In  what,  then,  consists 
the  difference  between  us  ?  He  expects 
their  fulfilment  during  the  present  dispensa- 
tion ; — and  if  that  has  had  no  influence 
in  "  strengthening  the  earthly  principle 
within," — Professor  M.,  "and  lowering 
his  tone  of  christian  sentiment,  why  should 
it  have  any  such  tendency  to  expect  the 
very  same  thing  under  another  dispejisation  ? 

The  personal  presence,  we  repeat  it, 
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of  "  ihe  man  Christ  Jesus"  as  the  centre 
of  our  prospect,  cannot  be  the  deteriora- 
ting principle. 

We  remember,  that  in  the  days  of  the 
Infant  Jesus  mysterious  strangers  '*  from 
the  east  came  to  Jerusalem  ;  and  when 
they  were  come  into  the  house,  they  saw 
the  young  child  with  Mary  his  mother, 
and  fell  down,  and  worshipped  him  :  and 
when  they  had  opened  their  treasures, 
they  presented  unto  him  gifts  ;  gold,  and 
frankincense,  and  myrrh,"  Mat.  ii.  1,  11. 
And  then  we  gladly  anticipate  the  coming 
age,  when  "  the  earth  blessed  by  God, 
even  our  own  God,  shall  yield  her  in- 
crease," Ps.  Ixvii.  6,  and  bring  it  in  low- 
ly adoration  to  his  blessed  feet.  Then 
shall  "  the  kinos  of  Tarshish  and  of  the 
isles  bring  presents  :  the  kings  of  Sheba 
and  of  Seba  shall  offer  gifts.  Yea,  all 
kings  shall  fall  down  before  him  :  all  na- 
tions shall  serve  him."     Ps.  Ixxii.  10,  11. 
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Christian  reader,  it  is  our  humble  con- 
fidence that  "  this  hope" — could  we  but 
live  habitually  in  its  sunny  radiance — is 
not  at  all  likely  to  "strengthen  the  earth- 
ly principle  within  us,  or  lower  the  tone 
of  christian  sentiment."  Ceitainly  the 
danger  is  not  lessened  by  ejecting  the  Son 
of  Man  from  his  blood-bought  millen- 
nial throne,  and  seating  there  his  church, 
not  3^et  made  perfect,  in  his  room.  If  we 
judge  either  from  ecclesiastical  history, 
or  the  experience  of  the  christian  heart, 
such  a  state  of  worldly  ease  and  prosperi- 
ty would  be  the  surest  thing  to  dim  and 
defile  the  "  beauty  of  holiness,"  and  the 
horror  of  Antichrist  himself,  who,  as  all 
agree,  must  be  consumed  before  "the  day 
dawn,"  would  again  envelope  the  heav- 
ens long  ere  "  the  thousand  years  w^ere 
finished." 

Not  merely,  however,  is  the  disciple 
injured  ;  his  lord  also  is,  it  seems,  "  dis- 
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honoured"  by  this  "  scheme."  It  "  de- 
grades him  from  the  seventh  heavens" — 
(if  we  must  be  particular  about  the  num- 
her,  Scripture  says,  He  is  '■^  gone  far  above 
all  heavens''') — "  to  our  miserable  earth" — 
(by  no  means  ;  rather  to  the  "  New  Hea- 
ven and  the  New  Earth  wherein  dwell- 
eth  righteousness") — "from  the  right 
hand  of  the  Eternal  Father  to  a  marble 
hovel  in  Jerusalem."  As  to  the  marble 
hovel — Professor  M.'s  spiritual  name  for 
w^hat  a  Millenarian,  in  his  carnalky, 
would  prefer  to  call  "  the  King's  pa- 
lace," Ps.  xlv.  15 — we  hope  to  be  allow- 
ed to  ask  Professor  M.  a  question  or  two. 
Will  he  please,  then,  to  inform  us,  whether 
there  is  ayiy  such  building  in  "  the  seventh 
heavens''''  for  the  residence  of  the  Saviour,  or 
not'^  If  there  is  not,  who  contends  that 
there  must  be  one  on  earth  ^  Or,  if  there 
is — and  we  wait  for  information — why 
not  as  well  on  earth  ^ 
11* 
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But  the  objection  shall  have  a  further 
answer  ;  and  were  we  to  say  that  Pro- 
fessor M.,  in  making  it,  has  only  degraded 
himself,  we  should  not  be  so  severe  to 
him,  as  he  wished  to  be  to  his  brethren  : 
— and  it  is  exactly  what  we  expect  to 
prove  by  a  brief  reference  to  the  history  of 
redemptioii,  and  to  the  nature  of  God. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  if  the  objection  is 
regarded  by  any  as  possessing  even  a 
degree  of  plausibility,  we  think  they  must 
have  succeeded  in  forgetting  the  whole 
series  of  God^s  gracious  dealings  with  this 
world  and  its  inhabitants. 

In  that  hour  of  festal  gladness,  when 
"  the  morning  stars  sang  together,  and  all 
the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy,"  the 
eternal  son,  who  "in  the  beginning  w^as 
with  God,  as  one  brought  up  with  him, 
and  was  daily  his  delight,  rejoicing  al- 
ways before  him,"  well  as  he  knew  that 
the  theatre  of  his  sufferings  had  now  been 
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erected,  and  how  soon  the  music  of  that 
hymn  must  be  broken,  yet  felt  a  divine 
complacency  in  leading  the  harmony  of 
worlds — "  rejoicing,"  it  is  said,  "  in  the 
hahitable  parts  of  his  earth,  and  his  delights 
were  with  the  sons  ofmeny  Prov.  viii.  30, 
31.  The  apostasy  of  man,  so  far  from 
alienating  his  sovereign  love,  only  impart- 
ed to  it  the  tenderness  of  compassion,  and 
thereby  quickened  its  power,  and  furnish- 
ed occasion  for  the  display  of  its  bound- 
less resources.  "  The  voice  is  still  heard 
of  the  Lord  God" — at  once  the  Judge  and 
the  Saviour — '*  walking  in  the  garden  in 
the  cool  of  the  day,"  Gen.  iii.  S  ; — and, 
ages  after  Eden's  last  flower  had  faded, 
the  lonely  bush  again  manifested  his 
presence,  and  the  rocky  desert  became 
"holy  ground,"  where  no  rash  foot  might 
come.  Ex.  iii.  2,  5.  The  chosen  tribes 
go  up  from  the  land  of  their  bondage,  and 
behold  !  at  their  head  is  the  cloudy  shrine 
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of  the  guardian  deit}^  The  tabernacle 
and  the  temple  receive  their  great  inhab- 
itant ;  and  the  accents  of  his  love  and  joy 
breathe  themselves  forth  from  David's 
royal  harp.  "  The  Lord  hath  chosen 
Zion  ;  he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habita- 
tion. This  is  my  rest  for  ever  ;  here  will 
I  dwell ;  for  I  have  desired  it."  Ps. 
cxxxii.  13,  14.  And  yet  all  this  was  but 
the  fond  anticipation  of  the  time,  when 
"the  glory  of  the  only-begotten  of  the 
father  was  made  flesh,  and  tabernacled 
among  us."  John  i.  14.  What  were 
*'  the  seventh  heavens"  to  the  multitude 
of  the  heavenly  host  that  night,  when  the 
babe  of  Bethlehem  first  slumbered  in  its 
mother's  arms  ?  Or  when,  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Galilee,  man's  mighty  champion 
entered  the  lists  with  the  spoiler  of  para- 
dise ?  Or  when  he  "  bowed  his  head" 
on  Calvary,  and  descended  into  his 
grave  ?     On  the  third  day  he  arose ;  but 
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bright  angelic  forms  were  contented  to 
linger  round  "the  place  where  the  Lord 
lay,"  Mat.  xxviii.  6 ; — and  who  can  doubt 
that,  while  employed  in  their  benevolent 
ministries  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,  they 
often  still  turn  aside  to  gaze  upon  that 
sacred  spot  ?  He  ascended  to  his  Father 
and  his  God  :  but  it  was  as  when  the 
sun^  after  a  "cloudy  and  dark  day," 
looks  forth  with  mild  glory  on  a  grateful 
world,  and  sinks  in  solemn  majesty  be- 
neath the  horizon — not  without  a  promise 
of  rising  again.  "  I  will  come  again;" 
John  xvi.  Reader,  "he  is  faithful  who 
hath  promised ;  who  also  will  do  it." 
The  true  Shechinah  is  not  departed  from 
us  for  ever.  Even  now  it  is  preparing  to 
return ;  and,  amid  the  welcomes  of  saints, 
and  the  acclamations  of  angels,  to  "  enter 
into  its  rest."  Ps.  cxxxii.  8.  "Behold, 
the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and 
he  will  dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall 
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be  his  people,  and  God  himself  shall  be 
with  them,  and  be  their  God."  Rev. 
xxi.  3. 

It  will  surely  be  conceded,  that  such  a 
result  would  be  a  most  appropriate  termi- 
nation of  all  that  is  past. 

And  now,  after  the  recital,  hurried  and 
broken,  of  so  much  of  God's  "  w^onderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men,"  Ps.  cvii., 
what  care  we  for  our  "professor  of  bibli- 
cal literature,"  when  he  comes  along 
sneering  about  marble  hovels  ?  If  the  un- 
seemly spectacle  at  all  affects  us,  it  is 
with  feelings  of  scorn  at  the  base  abandon- 
ment of  our  most  glorious  birthright ;  and 
of  indio^nation  at  the  libel — committed  in 
ignorance,  we  do  not  question,  but  none 
the  less  a  libel — on  "  the  kindness  and 
love  of  God  our  Saviour  towards  man." 
Tit.  iii.  4. 

2d.  We  observe,  in  the  second  place, — 
and  it  is  well  worth  remarking — that  Pro- 
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fessor  M.  while  charging  Millenarian 
christians  with  "  degrading"  Him  whom 
they  most  wish  to  glorify  in  their  life,  and 
by  their  death,  betrays,  in  the  very  act 
of  doing  so,  low  and  unworthy  thoughts 
of  the  divijie  nature. 

The  whole  objection  proceeds  upon 
the  idea,  that  the  divine  omnipotence 
cannot  make  this  Earth  good  enough — 
grand  enough — to  be  the  Home  of  Im- 
manuel.  Heaven,  on  the  contrary,  is  so 
fine  a  place,  that  dissatisfaction  with  its 
accommodations  would  scarcely  be  rea- 
sonable. Now,  waiving  the  question  as 
to  what  God  can  or  cannot  do,  we  have 
hitherto  supposed,  that  the  more  spiritu- 
ally-minded a  man  became,  the  less  he 
was  taken  up  about  his  external  circum- 
stances ;  in  other  words,  that  the  more  a 
man  resembles  Jesus  Christ,  the  less 
concern  it  gives  him,  whether  he  inhabit 
the  cottages  of  the  poor,  or  the  courts  of 
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kings.  We  were  never  taught  to  doubt 
which  of  the  parties  was — we  do  not  say 
the  happier i  but — the  more  honoiirable, 
Paul  and  Silas  in  the  innermost  prison, 
or  the  Caesar  on  the  throne. 

"  The  mind  is  its  owu  place,  and  cf  itself 
Can  make  a  heaven  of  hell ;'' 

but  certainly  the  task  would  not  be  quite 
so  labourious,  if  the  materials  furnished 
were  *'  the  New  Heavens  and  the  New 
Earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness." 
But  let  us  listen,  while  God  speaks  for 
Himself  as  to  what  "  degrades"  him. 
Ps.  Ixviii.  17  ;  "  The  Lord  is  among 
them — even  the  thousands  of  angels — as 
in  Sinai,  in  the  holy  place  ;"  but  "  I  say 
unto  you,  of  two  sparrows  sold  for  a  far- 
thing one  shall  not  fall  on  the  ground 
without  your  Father  ;"  Mat.  x.  29. — 
**  Thus  saith  the  high  and  lofty  one  that 
inhabiteth  eternity,  whose  name  is  Holy ; 
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I  dwell  in  the  high  and  lofty  place,  with 
him  also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble 
spirit."  Is.lvii.  15. — "  The  Lord  is  high 
above  all  nations,  and  his  glory  above 
the  heavens.  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord 
our  God,  who  dwelleth  on  high,  who 
humbletli  himself  to  hehold  the  things  that  are 
in  heaven,  and  in  the  earth  P"^  Now  this 
we  talce  leave  to  consider  the  truth  on  the 
subject.  There  is  co)idesccnsio7i — infinite 
condescension — in  both  cases;  but  just  as 
little  degradatio7i  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other : — 

"  God  attributes  to  place 
No  sanctity,  if  none  be  thither  brought 
By  men  who  there  frequent,  or  therein  dwell." 

Par.  Lost,  B.  xi.  1.  836-8. 

"  Will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with 
men  on  the  earth  ?"  asked  Solomon  in 
his  amazement,  at  the  dedication  of  the 
temple,  2  Chron.  vi.  18.  Solomon  had 
good  reason  to  be  amazed  ;  but  he  did 
12 


134  NOTES,     &c. 

not  therefore  undertake  to  answer,  as 
Professor  M.  does,  No  ! 

The  latter  theologian — to  get  out  of  the 
difficulty — ma}^  perhaps  reply,  that  these 
passages,  so  far  as  they  speak  of  the 
earth  and  of  men,  refer  to  a  spiiitnal  in- 
habitation. The  shift  will  not  help  him. 
Why  should  that  "  degrade"  the  man 
Christ  Jesus,  which  does  not  at  all  "  de- 
grade" the  Divine  Spirit  ? 

II.  The  other  cardinal  truth  of  Mille- 
narianism  is,  that  the  church  need  not  ex- 
pect  to  enter  her  promised  Millennial  rest, 
until  her  Lo?-d  return  :* — And  the  cardinal 

*  We  refer  the  reader  to  an  excellent  discourse  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Labagh ; — a 
performance  that  has  been  a  good  deal  railed  at,  we 
understand,  in  certain  quarters.  We  only  regret  that 
no  one  seems  to  think  it  worth  an  answer.  The  great 
cause  of  offence  is  the  author's  declaration,  that  "  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  no  power  over  Satan  to  cast  him  OHtof 
the  earth,"  according  to  the  prediction  in  Rev.  xx.  i. 
The  phraseology  might  have  been  modified;  but  the 
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objection  to  this  is,  that  such  a  behef  is 
likely  to  injure  the  cause  of  foreign  missions. 
We  might  begin  our  reply  by  observ- 
ing, that  our  small  experience  so  far  as  it 
goes,  does  not  justify  the  apprehension. 
In  the  church,  to  which  allusion  has 
already  been  made,  these  ancient  hopes 
were  not  long  ago  preached  in  a  series 
of  discourses.  And  although  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  critics,  who  congregate  in 
bar-rooms  for  the  sake  of  free  discussion 
on  moral  and  religious  questions,  may 
have  enjoyed  their  laugh  at  the  "  pro- 
mise" of  Christ's  speedy  coming,  yet  we 
trust  it  will  not  be  thought  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  any  feeling  of  presumption 

idea  is  perfectly  just  and  scriptural.  The  question  is 
one,  as  the  Preacher  himself  forcibly  shows,  not  of  phy- 
sical ability,  but  of  economical  arrangement.  And  even 
as  it  regards  the  language,  will  none  of  the  censurers  tell 
us,  whether  the  Evangelist  dishonoured  Christ  when  he 
recorded  Mark  vi.  5,  that  "  He  could  there  do  no  mighty 
x€orky 
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on  our  part,  if  we  confess  that  we  did 
consider  ourselves  rather  more  than 
compensated  for  this  lack  of  favour,  by 
the  unanimous  expressions  of  joy  and 
thankfulness  with  which  scriptural  truth 
was  hailed  by  Christ's  best  servants  in 
that  congregation — by  the  very  men  most 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  fine  spirit  of 
their  church's  standards,  and  most  deeply 
read  in  their  Bibles — the  men  of  faith,  and 
prayer,  and  active  usefulness — the  ready 
promoters  of  every  good  work.  This 
alone  would  have  been  strong  confirma- 
tion to  our  minds  as  to  the  character  and 
tendency  of  the  doctrine,  even  if  we  could 
not  have  added,  that,  when,  towards  the 
close  of  the  course,  the  time  came  for  the 
regular  missionary  collection,  more  was 
taken  up  by  ten  or  twelve  dollars  than  had 
been  received  on  any  similar  occasion 
for  years. 

We  might  also  advert  to  the  present 
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State  of  things  in  the  English  Episcopal 
Church,  very  many  of  whose  most  pious 
and  evangelical  clergymen, — men  who 
are  at  once  her  brightest  ornament  and 
best  defence,  and  "  whose  praise  is  in  all 
the  churches"  as  the  generous  and  ardent 
friends  of  missions, — profess  to  find  in 
these  same  sentiments  one  of  their  most 
powerful  incentives  to  action.  Or,  pass- 
ing to  Scotland,  we  should  leain  that  the 
foremost,  perhaps,  of  the  acknowledged 
leaders  of  the  General  Assembly  in  her 
plans  of  vigorous  benevolence,  is  a  Mil- 
lenarian;  one,  whose  name  is  growing 
more  and  more  familiar  to  American 
Christians,  as  it  was  but  very  recently 
honoured  by  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
venerable  institutions  in  this  land.  Nor 
do  we  believe  that  Princeton's  respect 
for  Dr.  Candlish  will  be  one  whit  di- 
minished, when  we  quote  the   following 

language  employed  by  him  at  a  late  public 
12* 
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meeling  in  Edinburgh  :  "  There  is  com- 
monly a  tendency  among  those  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  things  proceeding 
smoothly  and  tranquilly,  to  believe  that 
every  storm  will  blow  by,  that  after  a 
few  years  the  scenes  of  excitement  will 
disappear,  that  this  controversy,  like 
others  that  have  preceded  it,  will  be 
consigned  to  a  qaiet  and  peaceful  grave, 
and  that  matters  will  go  on  as  before. 
Now,  I  must  say,  that  I  think  religious 
men  who  study  the  word  of  God,  and 
wJio  take  directionfrom  the  light  ofj^roi^hecy, 
coming  to  such  a  conclusion  as  this,  for- 
get first  of  all  the  fact  which  all  our  his- 
tory teaches,  that  never  have  the  great 
principles,  for  which  the  church  is  now 
contending,  come  openly  to  issue  with  the 
powers  of  the  world  without  suffering  a 
temporary  defeat,  and  consequently  con- 
vulsing the  empire.  They  forget  also, 
that  we  are  nearer  the  troublous  times  of 
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the  end  of  the  world,  and  that  there  are 
signs  and  tokens,  not  in  our  establishment 
only,  but  in  all  the  establishments  of  the 
empire,  of  a  shaking  and  convulsion, 
which  I  trust  1  do  not  err  when  I  com- 
pare, and  even  identify,  with  the  predicted 
indications  of  the  second  and  glorious 
coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  his  kingdom." 
And  again  a  little  afterwards,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  principle  of  religious  establish- 
ments, he  says ;  "I  believe  it  to  be  a  prin- 
ciple of  the  word  of  God,  I  believe  it  to 
be  a  principle  which  will  finally  be  real- 
ized in  the  establishment  of  Christ's  kingdom 
upon  earth,''''  To  that  extent  we  freely 
confess  ourselves — though  bred  and  born 
in  the  "  most  straitest  sect"  of  dissenters 
— to  be  thorough-going  church  and  state 
men. 

But  such  facts  are  innumerable  ;  and 
we  prefer  to  argue  this  point  on  general 
grounds. 
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What,  then,  are  the  motives  which  the  Bi- 
ble supplies  for  the  prosecution  of  missionary 
work  9  That  is  the  whole  question  ;  and 
we  answer, 

1st.  In  the  first  place,  that  the  motive 
paramount  to  all  others  is,  that  we  may 
please  the  Master  by  keeping  his  command- 
ments !  Mark  xvi.  15,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature." 

The  terms  of  the  commission  are  large 
and  general :  although  we  think  it  would 
be  very  difficult  for  our  brethren  to  show, 
that  they  may  not  again  be  satisfied  by  some 
such  fulfilment  as  was  effected  by  the  spiritual 
energies  of  the  apostolic  age.  "  The  gos- 
pel," said  Paul  to  the  Colossians  in  the 
first  chapter  of  his  epistle,  vs.  3,  23,  "  is 
come  in  all  the  world — and  has  been  preach- 
ed to  every  creature  which  is  under  heaven.''^ 
Now,  for  an3nhing  w^e  can  see,  the  time, 
if  not  already  come,  cannot  be  far  dis- 
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tant,  when  the  same  boast  may  be  made, 
and  with  still  greater  reason,  by  the  mis- 
sionary angel  of  the  Apocalypse,  Rev. 
xiv.  6.  We  will  much  more  readily 
believe  that,  than  that  the  parting  injunc- 
tion of  the  Saviour  requires,  and  secures, 
the  presentation  of  a  Bible  and  a  few 
tracts  to  every  individual  sinner  on  the 
face  of  the  earth ; — and  this  in  order,  as 
some  orthodox  gentlemen,  who  may  have 
been  wont  to  take  great  credit  to  them- 
selves for  their  unflinching  Calvinism, 
now  choose  to  phrase  it,  "  that  everybody 
inay  have  an  equal  chance. 

We  beg  respectfully  to  remind  any 
such  reverend  father  of  the  superior  theo- 
logy of  his  childhood.  The  justice  of 
God  does  not  guarantee  to  the  rebellious 
"  an  equal  chance,"  or  any  chance  at  all. 
What  has  the  "  chance  of  devils  been 
good  for — or  that  of  uncounted  myriads 
of  human  souls  that  now  await  the  judg- 
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ment  of  the  great  day,  without  ever 
having  heard,  while  the  information 
could  have  been  of  any  service  to  them, 
on  whose  name  they  must  call  to  be 
saved  ?  If,  in  all  past  time,  God  has 
acted  in  the  dispensation  of  his  gifts  on 
a  principle  of  sovereign  discrimination, 
who  dares  to  stand  up  before  his  church, 
and 

"  Prejudice  his  all-governing  will," 

by  saying  that  that  principle  must  bye- 
and-bye  be  changed  ? 

Should  the  time  come,  when  we  shall 
find  it  convenient  to  accommodate  the 
noble  faith  of  Calvin  to  the  doctrine  of 
chances  in  the  salvation  of  sinners,  we 
shall  at  least  be  consistent  enough  to 
begin  with  common  grace — and  in  its  most 
liberal  form. 

Still  it  is  not  the  less  true,  that  the 
commission  to  "  preach  the  gospel,"  as 
providence  gives  opportunity,  "  to  every 


NOTES,      &c.  143 

creature"  stands  unrepealed  on  the  sta- 
tute-book ; — coupled  with  the  sweet  as- 
surance of  the  gracious  presence  of  Jesus 
to  those  engaged  in  the  execution  of  it, 
*'  to  the  end  of  the  world."  It  is,  there- 
fore, a  solemn  and  an  unalterable  obliga- 
tion, from  which  the  Church  cannot  free 
herself; — and  would  not  if  she  could  : — 
For, 

2d.  Secondly,  she  has  received  the 
spirit  of  her  Lord  ; — and  that  spirit,  even 
mighty  love,  which  brought  him  into  the 
world,  is  again,  in  these  latter  days,  dis- 
persing the  disciples  to  the  four  winds  of 
heaven.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  our 
brethren  are  perishing.  Every  benevo- 
lent instinct  of  the  new  creature  forbids, 
that  we  should  even  stand  still,  and  look 
on  from  "the  other  side." 

1.  Now,  to  go  no  further  than  these  two 
motives,  we  should  be  soiry  to  be  requir- 
ed to  believe  that  they  are  not  sufficient  to 
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explain  all  that  is  doing  in  the  way  of 
missionary  enterprise  ;  or  that  the  church 
must  stand  higgling  and  bargaining  with 
God  about  "the  increase,"  before  she  set 
herself  in  earnest  to  her  appointed  work 
of  "  planting,"  and  "  watering,"  the  bar- 
ren waste. 

What  are  the  motives  of  the  most  de- 
voted ministers  of  Christ  in  this  city  ? 
We  know  what  Paul's  were.  2  Cor.  v.  9  ; 
"  Wherefore  we  labour,  that,  whether 
present  or  absent,  we  may  be  accepted  of 
him.''^  1  Cor.  ix.  22.  "  I  am  made  all 
things  to  all  men,  that  I  might  by  all 
means  save  some.^^  And  surely  that  mis- 
sionary would  little  understand  his  errand 
to  the  heathen,  who  could  not  be  con- 
tented, if  such  were  the  "  will  of  Him 
that  sent  him,"  and  as  the  result  of  all 
the  toils  and  privations  of  a  life-time,  to 
"  save  a  soul  from  death,  and  hide  a  mul- 
titude of  sins  ;"  James  v.  20.     '*  There 
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is  JOY  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of 
God  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth ;" 
Luke  XV.  10  ;  and  could  we  but 

" attain 

To  something  like  angelic  strain," 

we  should  not  feel,  that  the  hope  of  con- 
verting the  world  was  necessary  either  to 
zeal,  or  success,  in  the  missionary  cause. 
Such  a  motive,  then,  is  suferfluous :  but 

2.  It  is  a  much  more  serious  objection, 
if  it  can  be  shown  to  be  thoroughly  un- 
scriptural. 

And  where  is  the  evidence  from  the 
Bible,  that  the  church  of  the  present  dis- 
pensation is  to  be  the  divine  instrument 
in  transforming  the  "  kingdoms  of  this 
world"  into  the  "  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  of  his  Christ  f "  Rev.  xi.  15.  Let 
not  the  pious  reader  be  alarmed  when  we 
assure  him  that  no  evidence  of  the  kind  can 
he  j^roduced.  Mat.  xxiv.  14,  "  This  gos- 
13 
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pel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  preached  in 
all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  na- 
tions ;"  but  nothing  is  said  of  the  success 
that  should  attend  the  promulgation. 
Nay,  the  mode  of  expression,  **  the  gos- 
pel shall  be  preached  for  a  iviincss,''^  and 
the  startling  fact,  that  this  bare  announce- 
ment is  thrust  into  the  very  middle  of  a  cata- 
logue of  divine  judgments,  naturally  suggest 
the  idea,  which  again  is  abundantly  sus- 
tained by  the  general  tenor  of  scripture, 
that  the  divine  purpose  is  gained  in  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  vohetlier  those  to 
whom  it  comes  obey  it,  or  not.  In  the  words 
of  the  great  Bishop  Butler,  (Sermon  be- 
fore the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel) — "  Life  and  death  are  set 
before  men,  and  whether  they  like  shall 
be  given  them.  They  are  to  make  their 
choice,  and  abide  by  it ;  but  whichsoever 
their  choice  be,  the  gospel  is  equally  a 
witness  to  them  ;    and  the  purposes  of 
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Providence  are  answered  by  this  witness 
of  the  gospel." 

We  cannot  but  fear,  that  there  is  great 
danger  of  Christ's  disciples  in  our  day 
forgetting  '*the  word  that  He  said  unto 
them,"  John  xv.  18-20  ;— "  If  the  world 
liate  you,  3^e  know  that  it  hated  me  be- 
fore it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world, 
the  world  would  love  his  own  :  but  be- 
cause ye  are  not  of  the  world  but  I  have 
chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the 
world  hateth  you.  Remember  the  word  that 
I  said  unto  you.  The  servant  is  not  great- 
er than  his  lord.  If  they  have  persecuted 
me,  they  will  also  persecute  you  ;  //'they 
have  kept  my  saying,  they  will  keep 
your's  also  ;" — faithful  and  solemn  warn- 
inofs,  which  ouoht  to  convince  all  who 
have  ears  to  hear,  that  the  fortunes  of  the 
true  church,  during  the  present  dispensa- 
tion, will  be  but  little  else  but  an  enlarged 
copy  of  the  personal  history  of  her  Lord. 
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He  "  witnessed  a  good  confession  for  the 
truth  before  Pontius  Pilate,"  and  sealed 
the  testimony  with  his  blood.  When  he 
re-ascended  to  his  native  skies,  Truth 
remained  behind  on  the  earth.  She 
wore  the  mien,  and  spoke  the  language 
of  her  guardian  and  her  lord  : — no  wonder 
that  she  has  been  treated  as  He  was. 
By  most  she  has  been,  and  still  is, 
disregarded,  calumniated,  and  despised; 
whilst  a  constant  few  have  alway  clung 
to  her  through  good  and  evil  report — 
have  been  with  her  in  the  desert,  on  the 
the  mountains,  and  in  the  flood — ^have 
attended  her  to  the  judgment-hall — have 
wept  when  she  was  smitten — and,  when 
her  enemies  trusted  that  she  had  perish- 
ed for  ever  from  the  earth,  they  have 
watched  by  her  grave  in  sadness,  and 
in  the  peaceful  hope  of  an  ultimate  and  a 
glorious  resurrection. 

But  if  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  the  general 
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prevalence  of  truth  and  holiness,  so  long 
as  the  great  adversary  of  both   has   free 
rano-e  allowed  him  amons:  "  the  children 
of  disobedience,"  what,  it  may  be  asked, 
is  the  real  character  and  design  of  the 
present  economy  of  grace  r*     We  re])ly, 
that  it  is  essentially  and  permanently  ec- 
lectic.     The  times  of  the   Gentiles  are  the 
times  during  which  ''  God  doth  visit  the 
Gentiles,  to  take  out  of  them  a  jjeoplefo?'  his 
name ;"  Acts   xv.    14.     And   when   once 
that  elect  church  is  prepared  as  a  bride 
adorned  for  her  husband,"  Rev.  xxi.  2, 
the  Redeemer  "  shall  see  of  the  travail  of 
his  soul,  and  shaU  be  satisfed,^^  Is.  liii.  11, 
and   "his   coming"   will   be    ''delayed" 
no   longer.        Missionary   audiences    we 
think,  with  all  their  propensity — a  plea- 
sant one,  to  be  sure,  but  not  ahva3^s  wise 
or    safe — to    expect,    and    talk     about, 
"  great  things,"  might  be  satisfied  also.. 
To  bring  out  the  full  force  of  the  testis- 
13* 
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mony,  furnished  by  the  New  Testament 
alone  on  this  subject,  would  require  a 
voluEQe  of  larger  dimensions  than  the 
present.  The  shortest  and  most  satis- 
factory way  for  the  candid  inquirer  is 
just,  as  we  said,  to  take  up  his  Bible,  and 
read  it  with  direct  reference  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  question.  It  will  not  be  long 
before  the  impression  is  formed,  and  it 
will  be  strengthened  as  he  proceeds,  that 
if  *' the  children  of  the  bride  chamber" 
are  going  to  rejoice  during  the  bride- 
groom's absence,  Mat.  ix.  15,  it  is  because 
they  have  forgotten  their  relation. 

We  are  able  to  give  here  only  a  single 
specimen.  Nobody  pretends  that  the 
"man  of  sin — the  son  of  perdition" — is 
to  pollute  by  his  presence  that  glorious 
era,  when  **  all  shall  know  the  Lord  from 
the  least  unto  the  greatest,"  Jer.  xxxi.  34. 
The  church  has  never  been  so  far  de- 
ceived, as  to  hope   for  her  Millennium, 
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until  Antichrist  dies.  Now,  we  wish  to 
ascertain  from  scripture  the  time  and  the 
manner  of  his  destruction.  Let  the  reader 
turn  to  2  Tiiess.  ii.  8,  and  he  will  firjd 
Paul's  theory  laid  down  very  distinctly. 
We  are  aware  that  some  of  our  opponents 
can  preach  truly  admirable  sermons 
avowedly  from  this  text,  and,  in  their  zeal 
to  put  down  Millenarianism,  prudently 
forget  so  much  as  to  look  at  it.  But  our 
present  business  is  to  discover  what  the 
apostle  means  to  say. 

Any  one  who  examines  these  two 
epistles  to  the  Thessalonians  will  see  at 
once,  with  what  a  strong  and  constant 
current  the  thoughts  and  affections  of 
Paul  set  towards  "  the  day  of  the  Lord," 
1  Thess.  V.  2, — "  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  with  all  his  saints,"  iii.  13. 
Indeed,  there  is  not  one  chapter  in  either, 
where  he  does  not  make  express  and 
emphatic   allusion    to    it.      The    grand 
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iheme,  on  which  apostolic  preachers 
rested  their  most  powerful  appeals,  was, 
not  death  ; — to  that  bugbear  of  the  modern 
pulpit  they  scarcely  ever  point ; — but  "  the 
descent  of  the  Lord  himself  from  heaven," 

1  Thess.  V.  16  : — and  accordingly  the 
posture  of  the  apostolic  church  was  one 
of  "  patient  waiting  for  it,"  1  Thess.  i.  10, 

2  Thess.  iii.  5. 

In  the  case  of  the  Thessalonians,  in- 
deed, their  minds  became  agitated  by  the 
belief  that  "that  day  was  at  hand,"  2 
Thess.  ii.  2.  Paul,  therefore,  writes  his 
second  epistle  to  correct  the  misappre- 
hension, in  which  his  own  habitual  style 
would  otherwise  he  likely  to  confirm 
them.  And  yet  two  things  deserve  to 
be  noticed  even  here; — 1,  that  the  very 
consideration,  by  which  he  "beseeches" 
them  to  maintain  the  spirit  of  a  christian 
composure,  is  this  same  "  coming  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,   and   our   gathering 
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together  unto  him,"  2  Thess,  ii.  1.  And 
2,  that  there  is  no  putting  off  these  events 
to  the  close  of  a  Millennium  of  1000,  or, 
according  to  the  arithmetic  of  some, 
360,000  years.  All  the  satisfaction  he 
gives  them  is,  that  "  that  wicked  one" 
must  first  be  "revealed,"  and  fulfil  his 
horrid  destiny  :  and  then,  it  is  immedi- 
ately added,  among  those  "  terrible  things 
in  righteousness,  by  which  the  God  of 
our  salvation  will  answer  his  church" 
Ps.  Ixv.  5,  at  his  second  glorious  appear- 
ing, will  be — in  the  language  of  Daniel, 
when  describing  the  judgment  and  the 
opejmig  of  the  books,  and  the  estahlishment 
of  Messiah'' s  throne — "  the  slaying  of  the 
beast,  the  destroying  of  his  body,  and 
the  giving  it  to  the  burning  flame."  (ch. 
vii.  11  ;  comp.  Rev. xix.  1-3.)  "Whom 
the  Lord,"  says  the  apostle,  "  shall  co7i- 
sume  with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth,  and 
destroy  with  the  brightness  of  his  coming'*'' — 
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phraseology,  that  is  in  no  instance 
employed,  when  a  person  is  spoken  of, 
to  denote  any  other  than  a  literal,  per- 
sonal, coming.  Or,  are  our  friends 
serious  in  asking  us  to  believe,  that  this 
coming  of  the  8th  verse  is  anything 
different  from  the  coming  of  the  1st  verse, 
and  of  the  two  epistles  throughout? — and 
that  the  inspired  penman  merely  intended 
to  inform  the  Thessalonians,  that,  when 
the  time  arrived  for  destroying  the  pope, 
the  Lord  would  come  to  do  it  in  the 
shape  of  this — or  the  other  lecturer  on 
Romanism?  These  respectable  lumi- 
naries, then,  are  "  the  brightness  of  his 
coming?"  We  do  not  believe  that;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  no  Millenarian 
would  wdsh  to  "degrade^'  the  Son  of 
God  quite  so  far. 

But  this  is  only  a  sample  of  the  innu- 
merable proofs  of  the  premillennial  advent 
of  Christ,  that  cluster  thick  on  the  pages 
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of  revelation.  If  the  question  is  here  put 
to  us,  how  so  many  excellent  people  hap- 
pen now-a-days  to  overlook  evidence  so 
abundant  and  overwhelming,  an  answer 
perhaps  might  be  found.  The  question 
however,  is  merely  an  appeal  to  human 
authority  ;  and  by  human  authority  we 
choose  at  present  to  answer  it.  Now, 
the  adversaries  of  Millenarianism  have 
often  challenged  to  show  from  the  records 
of  the  church,  earlier  than  the  last  century^ 
any  thing  like  a  general  consent  among 
christians  to  the  doctrine  of  a  spiritual 
Millennium,  yet  to  transpire  before  the 
second  advent.  That  challenge  has 
never  been  met,  and  never  will  be.  "  1 
have  not  been  able,"  says  the  excellent 
Bickersteth,  "  to  trace  the  idea  higher 
than  Dr.  Whitby,  who  speaks  of  it  as  a 
*  new  hypothesis'  at  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century."    We  could  certainly 
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make  our  friends  welcome  to  the  honour 
of  the  parentage. 

3.  Believing,  then,  that  the  hope  of  con- 
verting the  world  is  both  iinnecessarij  and 
unscriptural,  it  will  not  be  thought  strange 
if  we  add,  that  the  unfounded  expectation, 
if  persisted  in,  may  prove  fatal  to  the 
cause  of  missions. 

"  Hope  deferred,"  says  the  wise  man, 
"  maketh  the  heart  sick  ;"  and  our  mis- 
sionary boards  know  well  enough  what  a 
grievous  malady  that  is,  both  in  churches 
and  missionaries.  After  their  best  and 
greatest  efforts,  they  are  compelled  to  sit 
down,  and  calculate  their  income  at 
something  under  Jifty  cents  a  head.  But 
who  can  tell  us,  whether  the  notion, 
which  they  themselves  so  diligently  in- 
culcate, may  not  exert  a  baneful  and  dis- 
astrous influence  in  producing,  not  only 
that  very  result,  but  the  fitful  and  hysteri- 
cal character  of  the  operations,  by  which 
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even  that  can  be  accomplished  ?  The 
cry  is  still,  to  save  the  800,000,000  ; — 
and  the  report  is  still,  of  units  hopefully 
converted.  Regard  the  units  by  themselves, 
and  the  work  is  great  and  glorious  ; — 
compare  them  with  the  task  to  he  performed, 
and  it  is  strange  that  the  labourers  some- 
times languish  f 

From  our  inmost  heart,  and  as  in  the 
presence  of  that  Lord,  whom  these  socie- 
ties laboriously  serve,  we  declare  our 
fears,  that  this  is  all  wrong : — nor  let  breth- 
ren count  brethren  for  enemies,  when 
Millenarians  profess  to  "  show  a  more 
excellent  way."  Says  the  writer  last 
quoted,  and  he  is  well  entitled  to  be 
heard, — "  Those  who  are  the  most  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  work  of  benevo- 
lence, and  in  the  carrying  forward  of  re- 
ligious societies,  so  far  from  finding  any 
real  damper  of  the  sacred  flame  of  zeal 
will  obtain  a  most  powerful  reviver  in  the 
14 
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assured  hope  of  our  Lord's  speedy  com- 
ing. It  does,  indeed,  tend  to  check  and 
quench  all  unholy  fires  of  human  ap- 
plause, self-congratulations,  magnifying 
human  institutions,  dependence  on  man, 
exalting  the  cieatnre,  and  it  takes  away 
hopes  that  have  no  real  foundation  in 
scripture,  But  there  is  an  ample  return 
for  all  this,  in  giving  motives  and  hopes 
of  a  far  superior  character,  that  strengthen 
the  soul  to  persevere  in  the  midst  of  all 
the  difficulties  of  doing  good,  and  save  it 
from  discouragements  arising  from  disap- 
pointments in  our  fairest  expectations, 
failure  of  our  best  laid  plans,  and  the 
certain  mortification  of  ever ij  desire  and  hope 
that  is  not  according  to  the  word  of  God : 
motives  too  that  are  effective  to  raise 
man  so  above  this  world,  as  to  enlarge  to 
the  uttermost  of  his  ability  all  efforts  for 
the  glory  of  Christ  and  the  good  of  man. 
The  treasury  of  this  world's  riches  has 
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never  yet  been  fully  opened  in  the  profes- 
sing church,  for  the  service  of  our  heaven- 
ly Master,  Ts.  Ix.  9.     The  hope  oe  his 

COMING  IS  the  key  TO  OPEN  THAT 
TREASURY." 


Note    E . 

How  much  longer  this  toleration  may 
be  enjoyed  is  beginning  to  be  doubtful. 
We  have  heard  of  one  instance,  at  any 
rate,  where  ecclesiastical  censures  are 
threatened.  It  will  certainly  be  a  sig- 
nificant '*  sign  of  the  times,"  if,  in  these 
latter  days,  believers  are  "thrust  out  of 
the  synagogues"  for  holding  opinions,  the 
denial  of  ivhichy  in  primitive  times,  would 
have  classed  them  '^ith  the  worst  of  heretics. 

"  There  is  not  extant,"  says  Burnet,  in 
his  Theory  of  the  earth,  "  either  the  writing, 
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name,  or  memory,  of  any  person  that  con- 
tested this  doctrine  in  the  first  or  second 
centur}^ :  I  say,  that  called  in  question 
this  Millenary  doctrine,  proposed  after  a 
christian  manner,  unless  such  heretics  as 
denied  the  resurrection  wholly,  or  such 
christians  as  denied  the  divine  authority 
of  the  Apocalypse."  Equally  strong  is 
the  testimony  of  Grabe,  in  his  Spicilegium 
Patj'um,  lib.  ii.  230  ;  "  All  the  primitive 
orthodox  christians,  according  to  the  say- 
ings of  the  apostles  and  the  promises  of 
the  prophets,  expected  a  new  heaven  and 
a  new  earth,  to  be  restored  at  the  second 
advent  of  the  Messiah  to  that  state  of  fe- 
licity, which  flourished  before  the  fall  of 
Adam.  And  this  felicity  most  made  to 
consist,  not  only  in  spiritual  blessing,  but 
also  in  temporal ,  being  persuaded  that 
then  the  soil  of  the  earth  would  be  free 
from  the  curse  pronounced  on  it  on  ac- 
count of  Adam's  sin,  and  would  produce 
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without  human  labour  an  abundance 
of  everything.  Such  likewise  was  the 
opinion  of  the  ancient  Jews.' 

Mosheim,  in  his  Church  Histonj,  admits 
**  that  long  before  this  controversy  an 
opinion  had  prevailed,  that  Christ  was  to 
come  and  reign  a  thousand  years  among 
men,  before  the  entire  and  final  dissolu- 
tion of  the  world  ;  that  this  opinion  had 
hitherto" — (that  is,  down  to  the  middle 
of  the  third  century) — "  met  with  no  op- 
position," and  that  now  its  credit  began 
to  decliire,  principally  through  the  in- 
fluence and  authority  of  Origen,  who 
opposed  it  with  the  greatest  warmth,  be- 
cause it  was  iTicomjpatihle  with  some  of  his 
favourite  sentiment s\ 

It  were  easy  to  multiply  such  testimo- 
nies to  any  extent ;  we  add  only  a  few 
sentences  from  Gibbon,  Roman  Einjnre, 
cha]),  XV.  "  The  ancient  and  popular 
doctrine  of  the  Millennium  was  intimately 
14* 
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connected  with  the  second  coming  of 
Christ  .  .  .  The  assurance  of  such  a  Mil- 
lennium was  carefully  inculcated  by  a 
succession  of  fathers  from  Justin  Martyr 
and  Irenaeus,  who  conversed  with  the 
immediate  disciples  of  the  apostles,  down 
to  Lactantius,  who  was  preceptor  to  the 
son  of  Constantine.  Though  it  might  not 
have  been  universally  received,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  reigning  sentiment 
of  the  orthodox  believers  :  and  it  seems 
so  well  adapted  to  the  desire  and  appre- 
hensions of  mankind,  that  it  must  have 
contributed  in  a  very  considerable  degree 
to  the  progress  of  the  christian  faith." 

It  is  truly  interesting  to  listen  to  the 
simple  utterance  of  Millenarian  truth,  as 
it  comes  to  us  direct  and  fresh  from  the 
lips  of  these  venerable  ancient  confessors. 
"  He  did  not  follow  various  opinions," 
says  old  Papias  of  himself ;  "  but  had  the 
apostles/or  his  authors  :  and  that  he  consid- 
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ered  what  Andrew,  and  what  Peter  said  ; 
what  Philip,  what  Thomas,  and  other  dis- 
ciples of  the  Lord  ;  as  also  what  Aristion, 
and  John  the  senior,  disciples  of  the  Lord, 
what  they  spoke.  Nor  did  he  profit  so 
much  by  reading  books,  as  by  tlie  living 
voice  of  these  persons,  which  resounded 
from  them  to  that  day."  Li  like  manner, 
Justin  Martyr,  who  is  said  to  have  been 
a  disciple  of  John,  assures  us,  that  "  he 
himself,  and  all  the  orthodox  christians 
of  his  time,  did  acknowledge  the  resur- 
rection of  the  flesh,  and  a  thousand  years 
reign  in  Jerusalem  restored,  according  as 
the  prophet  Ezekiel,  and  Isaiah,  and 
others,  attest  with  common  consent." 
Nay,  he  quotes  "  a  certain  man  amongst 
us  christians,  by  name  John,  one  of  the 
apostles  of  Christ,  as  having  prophesied 
in  a  revelation  made  to  him,  that  the 
faithful  believers  in  Christ  should  live  a 
thousand  years  in  the  new  Jerusalem  ; 
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and  after  that  should  be  the  general  resur- 
rection and  day  of  judgment." 

Such  continued  to  be  the  prevailing 
doctrine,  at  least  as  late  as  the  beginning 
of  the  fourth  century,  when  the  great 
Nicene  council  met,  and  sanctioned  it  by 
their  exposition  of  the  last  article  of  their 
creed.  It  rapidly  disappeared,  however, 
during  the  domination  of  Antichrist,  who 
had  his  own  private  reasons  for  desiring 
its  suppression ;  and  when,  along  with 
other  forgotten  truths,  it  revived  at  the 
reformation,  it  again  fell  into  disrepute 
from  the  turbulent  and  fanatical  conduct 
of  many  who  hore  its  name.  The  reform- 
ers, accordingly,  denounced  Millenarian- 
ism,  as  professed  by  such  heroes  as  Mimzer 
and  John  of  Ley  den;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  they  spoke  with  great  solemnity  of 
the  second  advent  as  near.     It  is  certain, 
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that  the  idea  of  a  spiritual  Millennium 
uncommenced  never  entered  the  head  of 
one  of  them. 

From  that  day  to  this,  many  of  the 
church  of  God's  greatest  and  best  teach- 
ers have  gloried  in  this  ancient  faith. 
There  is  not  a  single  hint  in  any  of  the  exists 
ing  standards  of  the  reformed  chi^xhes^  that 
countenances  the  ordinary  expect atiori  of  a 
time  of  triumph  for  Christians,  prior  to  the 
resurrection : — while  in  some,  as  in  the 
Reformed  Dutch,  a  strong  foundation  is 
laid  for  the  Millenarian  structure  in  the 
purification  and  re-establishment  of  "this 
old  world."  It  is  also  well  known,  that 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  divines  of 
the  fWestminster  Assembly — one  writer 
says,  although  we  are  ignorant  of  his 
authority,  a  majority  of  the  whole — were 
staunch  and  uncompromising  Millena- 
rians. 
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Note    F . 

"  To  the  earthly  house  of  this  taber- 
nacle," i.  e.  to  the  present  mortal  body, 
**  he  opposes,"  sa3^s  Calvin,  "  an  ever- 
during  building.  By  which  name  it  is 
uncertain  whether  he  intend  the  state  of 
blessed  immortality,  which  awaits  be- 
lievers after  death,  or  the  body  incorrupti- 
ble and  glorious,  such  as  it  will  be  after 
the  resurrection."  Accordingly,  he  pre- 
fers to  consider  the  phrase  as  including 
both. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  the  language 
loses  much  of  its  force  and  beauty  when 
applied  to  the  heavenly  state  at  all. 
What  are  we  to  think  of  a  soul  "  clothed 
witW^  heaven;  and  that,  too,  ^'-from 
heaven  ?"  Nor  is  the  incongruity  remedi- 
ed by  Calvin's  allusions  to  the  "  robe 
of  Christ's   righteousness,"  or  Matthew 
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Henry's  to  the  '*  garments  of  praise." 
The  apostle's  heart,  we  think  it  evident, 
is  set  exclusively  on  the  time  when  "  this 
mortal  shall  put  on  immortaUhjy  1  Cor. 
XV.  54.  That  vestment  of  the  "  royal 
priesthood"  is  now  "  hid  with  Christ." 
The  resurrection  bodies  of  all  the  saints 
are  ''  in  the  heavens,"  by  the  presence 
there  of  (heir  glorious  type,  the  resurrec- 
tion body  of  the  Saviour  ;  although  it  is 
not  until  he,  "  the  second  Adam,  the  Lord 
from  heaven^'*  reappears,  that  they,  "  who 
have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthly,  shall 
also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly." 

If  it  be  said,  that  this  view  supposes 
Paul  to  overlook  the  rest  of  the  inter- 
mediate state,  wx  answer  that,  inasmuch 
as  Paul  habitually  does  so,  the  objection, 
instead  of  invalidating,  confirms  the  inter- 
pretation. 
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Note    G. 

We  are  aware,  that  it  is  getting  to  be 
the  fashion,  among  certain  exquisites  in 
exegesis,  to  speak  of  our  old  English  Bi- 
ble in  terms  of  mingled  condescension 
and  respect.  The  former  ingredient, 
however,  considerably  preponderates. 
Thus  ; — "  it  is  an  exceedingly  imperfect 
representation  of  the  original ;" — says 
the  author  of  the  Manual — "The  venera- 
ble men  who  formed  it  were  not  pro- 
foundly versed  in  either  Greek  or  He- 
brew, though  their  attainments  were 
eminent  for  the  day  in  which  they  lived  ; 
and  accordingly  there  are  not  a  few  in- 
stances in  every  page,  where  the  sense  is  not 
injured  merely,  but  entirely  lostJ'^ 

So  that  there  is  no  danger  of  doing 
further  mischief  in  that  quarter,  by  pro- 
posing this  emendation  of  Heb.  i.  6.  The 
original   so    obviousl}"  requires    it,    that 
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some  decided  anti-Millenarians  even  are 
compelled  to  yield  to  the  necessities  of 
syntax  ;  but  still  they  contrive  to  slip 
the  Millenarian  noose  with  a  dexterity 
almost  amusing.  Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  for 
example,  is  satisfied  that  the  common 
version  "  is  not  a  correct  translation  of 
the  Greek."  He,  therefore,  renders  it  as 
we  do,  '*  when  he  bringeth  in  again,  or 
the  second  time,  the  first-begotten  into 
the  habitable  world  ;"  and  then  adds, 
"  this  most  manifestly  refers  to  his  resur- 
rection.^^ 

Venema,  again,  in  his  celebrated  com- 
mentary on  his  book  of  Psalms,  gives  the 
meaning  as  follows,  "  quum  vero  iterum 
ijifroduxity^^  &c.,  and  straightway  begins  to 
suspect,  that  the  Jirst  introduction  may 
have  been  at  the  giving  of  the  law  from 
Mou7it  Sinai.  For  this  turn  the  reader 
is  but  ill  prepared  by  the  commentary  on 
the  Psalm,  from  which  Paul  quotes,  (the 
15 
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97Lh,)  and  which  Venema  regards  as  di- 
rectly and  primarily  applicable  to  the 
times — of  the  Maccabees  !  We  \^re 
interested,  however,  to  perceive  how 
exactly  his  views  of  the  character  of  that 
psalm  coincide,  in  some  most  important 
particulars,  with  those  of  Millenarians. 
"  That  I  may  state  my  own  opinion,"  he 
says,  "  I  willingly  allow,  that  the  Messiah 
is  here  regarded,  and  that  the  words  cited 
by  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  He- 
brews are  properly  applied  to  him,  but  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  believe,  that  his 
kingdom  altogether  spiritual  and  hea- 
venly, such  as  it  v/as  established  after 
his  coming  in  the  flesh,  and  exaltation  to 
heaven,  is  here  delineated  ;  because  the 
kingdom  here  described  is  altogether  judi- 
cial, and  is  restricted  to  Zion  and  the 
Jews." 

Professor  Stuart  acknowledges  that  our 
version   "  seems  to  be  the  plainest  and 
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most  obvious  construction  of  the  Greek 
as  it  now  stands ;  but  the  difficuhy  with 
this  interpretation  is,  that  no  introduction 
into  the  world  has  been  before  mention- 
ed ;  to  what,  then,  can  a  second  introduc- 
tion here  relate  ?"  and  so  he  also  finds  it 
necessary  to  "  prefer  another  sense." 
But,  when  he  remarked  that  "  no  intro- 
duction into  the  world  has  been  before 
mentioned,"  the  learned  gentleman,  we 
think,  had  forgotten  the  first  verse  of  the 
chapter. 

Other  critics,  not  being  able  to  accom- 
modate "  the  Greek  as  it  now  stands"  to 
their  dislike  of  Millenarianism,  set  about 
tearing  the  advert  **  again"  from  its  in- 
dissoluble connection  with  the  act  of 
"  bringing  in,"  and  succeed  in  recon- 
ciling themselves  to  the  outrage  by  call- 
ing it — transposition. 

In  reading  "  many  books" — even  of 
biblical  exposition — it  is  difficult  some- 
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times  to  refrain  from  taking  up  the 
lamentation  of  Dr.  John  Owen,  in  his 
Mystery  of  the  Gospel  Vindicated^ — 
*'  What,"  says  he,  "  will  not  great  wits 
give  a  colour  to  ?" 


Note    H. 

Heb.  ii.  5.  The  tendency  of  "  great 
wits,"  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note 
has  perhaps  been  still  more  strikingly 
developed  in  their  management  of  this 
text.  The  Lexicons  inform  us,  that  the 
first  meaning  of  the  word  translated 
"  world"  is  "  the  habitable  earth ;"  the 
second,  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  ;" 
and  abundant  evidence  is  produced  in 
support  of  both  senses.  The  prevaiUng 
notions  about  unfulfilled  prophecy,  how- 
ever, render  it  exceedingly  desirable  to 
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have  a  third  signification  devised  ;  and, 
accordingly,  number  "  rAree"  is  added  ; 
*'  Oeconomia  Christiana — Christiance  disci- 
plince  institution''^  But  here  the  proof  sud- 
denly collapses,  and  nothing  is  left  in  the 
shape  of  proof,  hut  this  very  Heb.  ii.  5. 

Dr.  Bloomfield,  indeed,  refers  the  stu- 
dent to  "  Witsius  cited  by  Kuinoel,"  and 
leaves  him  either  to  find  out  at  his  leisure 
what  Witsius  says  on  the  subject,  or  to 
take  it  for  granted,  in  the  meantime,  that 
it  is  quite  conclusive.  We  have  not  the 
means  at  hand  of  verifying  the  reference, 
but  we  are  pretty  sure  that  the  following 
must  be  the  passage  in  question.  We 
quote  from  the  Misc.  Sac.  Lib.  ii.  Dis.  vi. 
33,  34; — "Nor  have  I  a  doubt,  but  the 
apostle,  in  Heb.  ii.  5,  understood  by  *  the 
woild  to  come,'  which  he  declares  is 
subject  to  Christ,  not  to  angels,  the 
church  of  the  New  Testament,  wherein 
the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah  has  been 
15* 
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fully  unfolded.  Before  the  appearance 
of  Christ,  Judea  was  as  it  were  a  desert. 
John,  accordingly  is  called  '  the  voice  of 
one  crying  in  the  wilderness.'  But  con- 
cerning the  reign  of  Christ  it  was  foretold, 
Is.  XXXV.  1 — 2,  '  The  wilderness  and  the 
solitary  place,  &c.'  And  again  Ps.  xciii. 
1,  *  The  Lord  reigneth,  he  is  clothed  with 
majesty  ; — the  habitable  world  also'  (orbis 
habitabilis)  *  is  stablished,  that  it  cannot 
be  moved.'  In  like  manner,  Ps.  xcvii. 
12,  13  ;  "Let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all 
that  is  therein  .  .  .  before  the  Lord  ;  for 
he  Cometh,  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the 
earth  ;  he  shall  judge  the  habitable  world' 
(orbem  hahitabilem)  '  with  righteous- 
ness ;'  that  is.  He  will  purify  his  church 
from  hypocrites.  It  is  clear,  therefore, 
that  the  church  of  the  New  Testament  is 
called  the  habitable  world.'' ^ 

We  certainly  do  not  give  this  as  a  fair 
specimen  of  Witsius  ;  but  the  reader  can 
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judge  for  himself,  whether  it  was  feelings 
of  delicacy  toward  the  memory  of  the 
venerable  theologian,  that  induced  Dr.  B. 
to  quote  him  with  such  quiet  indirectness. 

The  last-named  expositor,  at  all  events, 
is  certain,  that  "  the  world  to  come  must, 
from  the  context,  denote  tJie  gospel  dispen- 
sation ;^^ — but  there  is  nothing  to^^ow;  the 
necessity;  and  it  has  been  proved,  we 
trust,  in  the  discourse,  that  the  context 
puts  a  peremptory  veto  on  an3^  such  con- 
clusion. 

Professor  Stuart,  while  he  acknowled- 
ges that  "  the  most  simple  and  best  es- 
tablished sense  of  oixov/usvi]  is  world, 
meaning  [jn'o  re  natd)  either  habitable 
world,  or  world  of  men,''''  is  equally  posi- 
tive that  neither  will  do  here  ;  and  sup- 
poses   that   the    addition  of  neql  \g  laXeuev 

"  whereof  we  speak" — determines  the 
point,  because  "he  had  just  been  urging 
the  Hebrews  to  pay  the   strictest  regard 
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to  chi'istianity.''^ — Is  it  not,  at  least,  as 
reasonable  to  say,  that  the  apostle  in- 
tended to  remind  the  church,  that  *'  the 
world,"  of  which  he  *'  spoke"  in  the  first 
chapter  as  that  into  which  the  First-Be- 
gotten is  to  be  introduced,  is  not  **  ihe 
heavens  and  the  earth  that  now  are,"  but 
"  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth" 
that  are  to  be  ? — and  of  which  he  still 
goes  on  to  spealc  in  the  language  of  the  Sth 
psalm.  How  much  more  natural  this, 
than  to  assert  with  Bloomfield  that  the 
teYVCi  future  is  added,  because  the  temjjle 
was  still  standing  ! 

However,  if"  the  future  world"  of  Heb. 
ii.  5  means  the  Christian  dispensation, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  distinguish  it  from 
*'  the  world"  of  Heb.  i.  6,  hut  this  epithet 
future,''''  we  shall  not  fail  to  insist,  that  the 
word  in  the  latter  instance  means  the 
Jewish  dispensation.  Why  not  ^  This 
would  only  be  to  add,  to  the  spirituality 


NOTES,      &c.  177 

of  oar  interpretation,  the   not  less  valua- 
ble qualit}' — consistencij. 


Note    I. 

"  Rosenmiiller," — says  Bloomfield — 
"  and  many  recent  expositors,  represent 
the  import  of  the  promise  to  be,  that  the 
Jewish  state  should  be  flourishing  and 
permanent,  if  the  children  were  educa- 
ted." This  fancy  he  very  properly  rejects, 
and  he  allows  that  the  promise  was  meant 
for  "  individuals.''^  His  note  then  proceeds 
thus: — "We  are  not,  however,  hence 
to  infer,  that  the  same  temporal  bless- 
ing may  now  be  with  certainty  expected 
to  attend  tlie  performance  of  this  duty." 
(The  italics  are  the  commentator's  own, 
and  they  naturally  provoke  the  question, 
was  there  ever  a  time  in  the  history  of 
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the  Church,  when  such  a  *^  certain  expec- 
tation" would  have  been  scriptural  ?) 
*'  For  the  promise  is  only  mentioned  as  a 
jpi'oof  oi^  the  high  iinportance  of  the  com- 
mandment. Still  it  seems  to  be  implied, 
that  what  was  attended  with  so  marked  a 
blessing  under  the  Mosaic  Law,  (even  the 
performance  of  a  precept  which  constitu- 
ted part  of  the  moral  law  engrafted  into 
Christianity,)  would  experience  a  corres- 
ponding portion  of  blessing  under  the 
Gospel  of  Christ ;  though  the  reward 
might  not  be  so  much  of  this  world,  as 
of  the  next." — We  fear,  that  we  do  not 
understand  what  the  writer  means  _prec?*se- 
ly  to  say. 

The  promise,  as  we  conceive,  is  ex- 
pressly annexed  to  the  ffth  command- 
ment, for  the  same  reason  that  a  solemn 
intimation  of  vengeance  expressly  accom- 
panies the  tJdrd,  for  example.  It  cannot 
be  that  the  lawgiver  has  a  more  jealous 


NOTES,     &c.  179 

eye  to  the  keeping  of  these  command- 
ments, than  to  the  observance  of  the^rs^ 
or  the  tenth.  But  there  are  duties,  of 
which  the  obligation  and  importance  are 
more  apt,  than  is  the  case  with  others,  to 
be  forgotten  or  shghted  by  the  creature. 
Of  this  number  are  the  refined  and 
delicate  duties,  so  to  speak,  resulting 
from  the  filial  relation.  "  Disobedience  to 
jMrents^^  is  one  of  the  dark  features  in  the 
apostolic  portrait  of  heathenism,  Rom. 
i.  30.  And  the  same  rankling  spirit  of 
domestic  lawlessness  sheds  an  additional 
horror  on  the  "perilous  times,  that  should 
come  in  the  last  days."  2  Tim.  iii.  2. 


Note    K. 

Rev.  XX.  1-6. — By  the  Jirst  resurrection 
Lightfoot  understands  the  calling  of  the 
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Gentiles,  which  thus,  according  to  his 
theory,  marks  the  commencement  of  the 
thousand  years.  "  The  rest  of  the  dead, 
who  did  not  live  again,"  are  those  sin- 
ners— and  the  number  w^as  considerable 
— who  lived  and  died  imjyenitent  during 
that  period,  and  in  whose  minds,  there- 
fore, Satan,  notwithstanding  his  chain, 
appears  to  have  succeeded  in  maintain- 
ing his  dominion.  The  saints  "  sitting 
on  thrones"  is  an  emblem  of  gentile  pro- 
fessors, whether  true  or  false,  acting  as 
magistrates  and  judges.  "And  thus,"  said 
the  very  learned  preacher,  in  a  sermon 
delivered  before  my  lords  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Hertford  Assize,  "you  have  the 
words  unfolded  to  you,  and  I  hope  ac- 
cording to  the  meaning  of  the  Holy 
Ghost." 

Others  date  from  the  reign  of  Constan- 
tine,  and  others  still  from  the  taking  of 
Rome  by  Alaric,  or  Genseric  : — of  which 
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speculations  we  shall  say  no  more  than 
what  John  Howe  said,  after  reviewing 
the  character  of  these  supposed  Millen- 
niums ; — "  Certainl}^  if  all  this  while 
Satan  was  hound,  we  can  never  think  of 
a  time  when  he  was  loose,'''' 

The  modern  opinion  may  be  given  in 
the  words  of  Rosenmiiller: — ^^And  they 
lived  and  reis:ned  ivith  Christ  one  thousand 
years ; — this  is  not  to  be  so  understood, 
as  if  those  pious  martyrs,  who  had  for- 
merly suffered  for  the  religion  of  Christ, 
were  in  person  to  live  again,  and  reign 
with  Christ.  But  figuratively  and  by  a 
kind  of  emblem  is  expressed  the  flourish- 
ing condition  of  the  christian  common- 
wealth, which  will  be  such,  as  if  the  old 
martyrs-weie  recalled  from  their  graves, 
and  lived  again  peacefully  in  this  world. 
To  reign  with  Christ  signifies  a  state  of 
great  felicity  in  Christ's  kingdom  in  this 
world.  And  this  must  be  understood  of 
16 
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the  church  herself,  not  of  her  individual 
members.  What  John  means,  therefore, 
is  that  the  church,  long  vitiated  and  cor- 
rupted in  her  members,  will  be  as  it 
were  raised  fjom  the  dead,  and  will  thus 
live  again." 

Now,  wherefore  all  this  twisting,  and 
straining,  and  shuffling  of  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  words  ?  Simply,  that  we  may 
avoid  heing  Millenarians.  The  ancient 
heretics,  we  have  seen,  had  a  shorter 
method.  They  just  denied  that  the  apo- 
calypse^ was  inspired.  But  why  is  the 
Millenaiian  interpretation  inadmissible  ^ 
Professor  M.  shall  answer  for  his  brethren. 
Man.  p.  141  ;  "  This  theory  they  main- 
tain in  the  face  of  two  plain  and  undeni- 
able facts  ;  first,  that  the  resurrection  of 
the  martyrs  stands  in  the  veiy  centre  of 
the  boldest  symbolical  imagery  which 
the  book  contains  ;  and  secondly,  that 
*  resurrection''  is  a  favourite  Jigure  employ- 
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ed  by  the  prophets,  to  denote  any  great 
moral  renovation  in  general,  and  is  used 
in  cases  where  physical  resuscitation  is 
entirely  out  of  the  question.  Is.  xxvi.  19, 
Ezek.  xxxvii.  13,  Hos.  vi.  2.  Sober 
criticism  would  draw  a  conclusion  direct- 
ly opposite  to  that  of  these  gentlemen" — 
so  that  Archbishop  Newcome,  Daubuz, 
Bishop  Newton,  &c.,  may  consider  them- 
selves very  much  mistaken.  But  let  us 
look  a  little  into  this. 

1st.  We  grant  that  the  symbolical 
imagery  is  here  very  bold  ; — though  by 
no  means  *'  the  boldest  that  the  book 
contains."  What  then  ?  Is  the  apostolic 
exijlanation  of  the  symbol  symbolical  also  ? 
— "  THIS  IS  the  first  resurrection  f — Or 
does  the  gentleman  need  to  be  told  how 
common  it  is,  throughout  the  Bible,  and 
particularly  in  the  book  of  the  Revelation, 
thus  to  find  the  symbolical  difficulty,  and 
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the  literal  solution  brought  close  together, 
side  by  side  ?  A  glance  at  the  previous 
chapters  will  produce  nearly  a  dozen 
cases  in  point; — iv.  5, — ^v.  8, — xvi.  13,  14, 
— xvii.  9,  12,  15,  18,— xviii.  21,— xix.  8, 
— XX.  2.  Let  the  reader  turn  to  them, 
and  he  will  have  no  difficulty  about  "  the 
resurrection  of  the  martyrs  standing 
in  the  middle,  &c." 

2d.  Suppose  it  true  that  *'  resiirrcction 
is  a  favourite  figure  employed  by  the 
prophets  to  denote  any  great  moral  reno- 
vation in  general" — and  we  think  that 
this  also  is  overstated — does  that  prove 
that  the  term  is  a  figure  here,  any  more 
than  in  Pauls'  prophecy,  1  Thess.  iv.  16 — 
"  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first  ?" — 
In  other  words,  if  there  are  passages,  in 
which  a  literal  resurrection  is  certainly 
foretold,  it  will  not  satisf}^  us  that  Rev. 
XX.  5,  is  not  one  of  them,  to  say,  or  even 
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to  demonstrate,  that  Is.  xxvi.  19,  Ezek. 
xxxvii.  13,  Hos.  vi.  2,  describe  "  a  great 
moral  renovation  in  general." 

But  when  the  gentleman  avers,  that  in 
these  cases  "  physical  resuscitation  is  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question" — we  are  some- 
what at  a  loss  for  his  meanins:.  We  are 
uncertain,  w^hether  he  means  that  it  never 
has  been  questioned,  and  this  would  only 
be  additional  evidence  on  what  a  slender 
stock  of  information  some  doctors  can 
indulge  themselves  in  airs  on  this  subject ; 
or  whether,  w^hich  we  believe  is  altogeth- 
er as  likel}^  he  has  settled  it  in  his  own 
mind,  that  the  opinion  on  such  a  point 
of  the  ancient  Jewish  writers,  of  Justin 
Martyr  and  Irenaeus  among  the  exposi- 
tors of  the  primitive  Christian  Church, 
and  of  Luther  among  the  reformers,  to 
omit  all  other  names,  and  to  say  nothing 
of  the  host  of  Millenarians,  is  "entirely" 
beneath  his  notice.  All  these  several  par- 
16* 
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ties  hold  unhesitatingly,  that  two  of  the 
texts  cited  refer  to  a  literal,  bodily,  re- 
surrection : — and  we  shall  be  allowed  to 
add,  that,  while  none  of  them  may  have 
been  '*  profoundly  versed  either  in  Greek 
or  Hebrew,  we  are  yet  at  liberty  to  plead 
their  authority,  until  we  have  to  do  with 
some  gentleman  who  is  at  least  as  much 
so. — Nay,  it  is  only  two  or  three  Sabbaths, 
since  we  heard  a  very  distinguished  op- 
ponent preach  quite  a  long  sermon  on  the 
resurrection  from  Is.  xxvi.  19  ; — only, 
as  the  prophet  might  seem  to  have  for- 
gotten the  wicked,  his  reverend  critic 
took  care  to  provide  for  them  in  the  last 
clause,  "and  the  earth  shall  cast  out  the 
dead" — in  direct  defiance  of  the  solemai 
reiteration  of  the  14th  verse  that  these 
shall  NOT 

"Wake  in  the  renovation  of  the  just." 

We  cannot  forbear  addins; — although, 
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for  the  reason  above  mentioned,  we  are 
in  doubts  whether  it  will  be  7iews  to  the 
author  of  the  Manual, — that  even  Hos. 
vi.  2  is  quoted  by  "  the  venerable  men 
who  formed"  the  English  translation,  as 
what  Paul  had  his  eye  upon,  when  he 
declares,  1.  Cor.  xv.  4,  that  Christ  "  rose 
again  the  third  da}^,  according  to  the  Scrip- 
tures ;"  and  that  this  application  of  the 
text  is  vigorously  defended  by  such  scio- 
lists in  Greek  and  Hebrew  as  Grotius, 
Hammond,  Pococke,  &c. 

The  reader,  or  we  greatly  deceive  our- 
selves, is  by  this  time  persuaded  that  all 
that  our  modern  "professor  of  biblical 
literature"  has  to  urge,  against  the  Mille- 
narian  interpretation  of  Rev.  xx.  1-6, 
amounts  to  just  so  many  words.  He  was 
much  too  shrewd,  however,  to  meddle 
with  the  brilliant  refutation  that  has  of 
late  been  ringing  in  the  ears  of  some  of 
our  churches  : — *'  what  John  saw  living 
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and  reigning  with  Christ  a  thousand  years 
was  not  bodies^  hut  souls  ; — he  says  so 
distinctly."  Of  course,  the  **  eight  souW^ 
that  were  "  saved  by  water,"  1  Pet.  iii. 
20,  were,  properly  speaking,  eight  ghosts 
— the  light  character  of  which  sort  of 
freight  may  have  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  ark's  safety.  There  is  a  slight 
difficulty,  indeed,  in  understanding  how 
the  word,  translated  **  souls"  in  Rev.  xx. 
4,  came  to  be  used  by  the  LXX  for  ^^ihe 
dead'''' — "  dead  bodies  ;"  (see  Lev.  xxi.  11 ; 
xxii.  4  ;  Num.  v.  2  ;  vi.  6 ;  xix.  11,  13 ; 
Hag.  ii.  13  ;)  but  that  doctor,  we  are  sure, 
w^ill  explain  this — at  his  earliest  conveni- 
ence. He  will  also  inform  us,  whether 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world  during  his 
Millennium  are  to  be  pure  disembodied 
spirits,  or  not.  "  What  John  saw  living 
and  reigning  was,  not  bodies,  but  souls ; 
he  sa3^s  so  distinctly." 

We   are  now  disposed    to  catechize 
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these  gentlemen  a  little  as  to  their  own 
theory.  The  Martyrs,  it  seems,  are  7iot 
to  live  during  the  Millennium  ;  only  their 
sinrit  and  i^rhiciples.  But  how  is  this 
called  "  the  first  resurrection"  of  that 
spirit?  Was  not  the  re/b?-7wa?zW,  for  in- 
stance, "  a  great  moral  renovation  in 
general  f" — and  one  which  required,  and 
displa^^ed,  much  of  that  heroic  endurance 
of  wrong  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  which 
characteiises  martyrs,  and  which  cannot 
so  well  be  called  into  exercise,  when 
"  they  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all 
God's  holy  mountain:  for  the  earth  shall 
be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea."  Is.  xi.  9. — 
But  again,  if  this  Millennial  revival  is  the 
first  resurrection,  what  is  the  second  ?  The 
answer  must  be,  the  revival  of  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  "  the  rest  of  the  dead^^^ 
that  is,  the  wicked,  at  the  end  of  the 
thousand  years.     And  will  the  "favourite 
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figure  of  the  prophets"  explain  that  too  ? 
Will  that  also  be  a  "great  moral  renova- 
tion ?" 

But  we  can  pursue  this  no  farther. 
We  did  intend  here  to  carry  the  war 
pretty  far  into  Africa.  But  the  prospect 
— not  of  deserts  and  wild  game — but  of 
sheer  chaotic  confusion  repels  us. 


Note    L. 

It  will  not  now  surprise  the  reader  to 
be  informed,  that  the  learned  Lightfoot 
contends  stoutly  for  "  the  New  Heavens 
and  the  New  Earth"  of  Peter  meaning 
Christianity,  It  was  for  the  christian 
dispensation,  he  thinks,  that  the  apostle 
was  looking.  We  are  sorry  to  say,  that 
Dr.  Owen  even  has  an  unhappy  tendency 
in  the  same  direction.     It  cannot,  how- 
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ever,  be  denied,  that  there  is  as  much 
reasonableness  in  that  view,  as  in  suppos- 
ing Paul's  "  future  habitable  earth"  to 
mean  oecojiomia  Christiana, 


Note    M. 

We  seriously  believe,  that  Shakspeare 
has  had  more  to  do  with  forming  the 
vulgar  opinion,  controverted  in  this  dis- 
course, than  either  reason  or  revelation. 

"  The  cloud-capt  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces, 
The  solemn  temples,  the  great  globe  itself, 
And  all  that  it  inherit,  shall  dissolve. 
And,  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  dream, 
Leave  not  a  wreck  behind." 

The  doctrine  of  the  following  quota- 
tions, selected  by  a  late  English  writer, 
is  preferable  : — 
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"  Creation  will  not  be  destroyed  at  the 
jadgment-day,  but  only  purified.  The 
vast  and  splendid  machine  will  not  then 
be  thrown  aside,  broken  up,  and  consign- 
ed to  oblivion.  Nothing  which  the  hand 
of  the  Creator  hath  framed  shall  be  for- 
gotten."— James*  Christian  Charity. 

"  The  scriptures  give  us  reason  to  ex- 
pect, that  the  earth  itself,  as  wt41  as  its 
redeemed  inhabitants,  shall,  at  a  future 
period,  be  purified,  and  re-united  to  the 
holy  empire  of  God. 

"  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  earth, 
thus  purified,  may  even  continue  the 
resort,  if  not  the  frequent  abode,  of  those 
that  are  redeemed  from  it." — Fuller'' s 
Gospel  its  own  witness. 

"  Heaven  will  ])rol)aUy  he  our  preseiit 
system  renovated.''^ — Jayh  Christian, 

We  hope  to  be  indulged  in  adding  two 
passages  from  our  favourite  Milton  ;  the 
second  of  which  also  contains  a  dismal, 
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but,  as  we  believe,  most  scriptural  sketch 
of  the  future  history  of  gentile  times  ; — 

"  Meanwhile 
The  earth  shall  burn,  and  from  her  ashes  spring 
New  heav'n  and  earth,  wherein  the  just  shall  dwell, 
And  after  all  their  tribulations  long 
See  golden  days,  fruitful  of  golden  deeds, 
With  joy  and  love  triumphing,  and  fair  truth." 

Par.  Lost,  B.  hi.  1.  333-338. 

"  Heavy  persecution  shall  arise 
On  all  who  in  the  worship  persevere 
Of  spirit  and  truth  ;  the  rest,  far  greater  part 
Will  deem  in  outward  rites  and  specious  forms 
Religion  satisfied  ;  truth  shall  retire 
Bestuck  with  slanderous  darts,  and  works  of  faith 
Rarely  be  found  :  so  shall  the  world  go  on, 
To  good  malignant,  to  bad  men  benign, 
Under  her  own  weight  groaning  till  the  day 
Appear  of  respiration  to  tiie  just. 
And  vengeance  to  the  wicked,  at  return 
Of  him  so  lately  promis'd  to  thy  aid. 
The  woman's  seed,  obscurely  then  foretold. 
Now  ampUer  known  thy  Saviour  and  thy  Lord, 
Last  in  the  clouds  from  heaven  to  be  revealed 
In  glory  of  the  father,  to  dissolve 
Satan  with  his  perverted  world,  then  raise 
17 
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From  the  couflagrant  mass,  purg'd  and  refin'd, 
New  heavens,  new  earth,  ages  of  endless  date 
Founded  in  righteousness,  and  peace,  and  love, 
To  bring  forth  fruits,  joy  and  eternal  bliss." 

Par.  Lost,  B.  xii.  1.  531-55. 


Note    N. 

"We  appeal,  we  had  almost  said,  to 
the  common  sense  of  our  hearers,  &c." 

This  was  written  long  before  we  had 
seen  the  late  publication  of  Professor  M., 
or  his  sixth  rule  for  interpreting  scripture. 
Nor  is  it  now  from  any  wish  to  defend  a 
phrase,  that  we  feel  ourselves  constrained 
under  a  distinct — nay,  even  painful,  sense 
of  our  responsibility  to  Christ  and  his 
church,  to  invoke  the  serious  attention  of 
the  friends  of  truth  to  that  very  rule. 
The  subject  may  have  no  immediate 
bearing  on  the  particular  design  of  these 
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notes  ;  but  really,  however  much  we  love 
Millenarianism,  there  is  something  here 
infinitely  more  startling  and  offensive, 
than  all  the  rest  of  the  Manual  put  to- 
gether. Let  our  Reformed  Dutch  breth- 
ren be  respectfully  assured,  that  to  preach 
and  publish  another  ^^  condemned  sermon''* 
were  a  light  thing,  compared  with  pro- 
mulgating principles, — and  that,  too,  at 
the  head  quarters  of  orthodoxy, — which, 
just  so  far  as  they  penetrate,  must  rend 
and  shatter  the  very  foundations  of  the 
faith. 

For  it  will  be  recollected  that  this  gen- 
tleman, according  to  the  notice  on  the 
title  page,  occupies  one  of  the  theologi- 
cal chairs  of  one  of  the  most  venerable 
churches  of  the  Reformation.  The  notice 
we  think  well-timed  ; — as  it  might  not 
otherwise  have  been  believed,  that  her 
future  ministers  are  reduced  to  such  guid- 
ance as  the  following  : — (Man.  p.  61 — ) 
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"Rule  vi.  In  expounding  Scripture,  let 
there  he  a  constant  aj/peal  to  the  tribunal  of 
common  seiise,''^ 

How  would  Calvin,  and  his  brethren, 
stare  ?  Some  malignant  enemy  of  his, 
although  a  pretended  friend,  ventured 
once,  from  the  molehill  of  his  hermen- 
eutical  elevation,  to  oppose  "  common 
sense"  to  a  doctrine,  which,  we  shall  pres- 
ently find,  cannot  yet  be  mentioned,  with- 
out exciting  the  pleasantest  emotions  of 
scorn  in  some  modern  admirers  also  of  the 
great  divine.  The  reader  will  please  to 
take  his  stand  beside  us,  and  mark  '*  the 
huge  two-handed  sway,"  with  which  "  the 
sword  of  Michael  smote,  and  fell'd"  him  to 
the  dust ; — {De  occ.  deiprov, — ) 

"  Now  it  is  too  silly  in  you,  to  think  of 
subjecting  so  sublime  a  mystery  of  God 
to  the  rule  of  common  sense.  For,  as  to 
your  objection,  that  Christ  accommoda- 
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led  all  his  instructions  on  divine  things  to 
common  sense,  he  himself  expressly  de- 
nies it,  and  convicts  you  both  of  lying  and 
impudence.  Do  you  not  hear  how  he  de- 
clares that  he  spake  in  parables,  that  men 
in  general  by  hearing  might  not  hear?  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  al- 
ways, as  it  were,  stammers  like  a  nurse 
for  our  sakes  ;  but  common  sense  is  still 
very  far  from  being  a  fit  judge  of  that  doc- 
trine, which  transcends  the  capacity  of 
angels.  Paul  exclaims,  that  *  the  natural 
man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  :  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him  ; 
neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they 
are  spiritually  discerned.'  Therefore,  he 
enjoins  all  who  would  advance  in  the  ce- 
lestial school,  to  '  become  fools,'  and  to 
be  emptied  of  their  own  sense.  In  fine, 
God  everywhere  claims  for  himself  the 
light  of  intelligence  ;  and  time  and  paper 
would  fail,  were  I  to  gather  the  proofs 
17* 
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which  so  convict  common  sense  of  blindness, 
that  whoever  would  learn  of  God  must 
renounce  his  own  wisdom,  and  seek  light 
from  heaven."  Thus  taught  the  man, 
who,  in  an  age  preeminently  theological, 
was  distinguished  among  his  mighty 
peers  as  "Vere  Theologus." 

But  "  in  expounding  Scripture,"  says 
our  modern  Calvin,  "  let  there  be  a  con- 
stant appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  common 
sense."  And  it  must  be  owned,  that  the 
rule  has  been  a  favourite  with  large  num- 
bers of  sacred  interpreters  ever  since 
God  spake  to  man;  ever  since,  at  least,  the 
poison  of  the  first  temptation  was  breath- 
ed into  the  human  soul : — '*  Ye  shall  not 
swcly  diet  whatever  God  seems  to  say. 
What  !  you,  and  your  posterity,  die  for 
eating  an  apple  ? — or  rather  for  indul- 
ging a  noble  ambition  to  resemble  more 
nearly,  in  the  extent  and  variety  of  your 
attainments,   the  celestial  intelligences  f 
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— ^You  must  be  mistaken  in  your  interpre- 
tation. It  is  not  consistent  with  common 
sense." — The  Jews,  also,  tried  this  rule  ; 
and  the  *'  precious  corner  stone,"  their 
own  crucified  Messiah,  became  *'  a  stone 
of  stumbling  and  a  rock  of  offence."  No 
people  was  ever  more  dexterous  in  its 
application  than  the  Greeks  ;  and,  in 
their  hands,  it  turned  the  power  of  God 
into  weakness,  and  his  wisdom  into  folly. 
In  our  own  day,  the  neological  Titans  of 
Germany  seized  it  as  the  rod  of  their 
strength  ;  and,  at  the  first  lifting  of  it, 
the  miracles  of  revelation  vanished,  like 
dreams  of  the  night.  It  is  said,  how- 
ever that  they  are  already  beginning  to  be 
tired  of  it,  and  that  some  have  flung  it 
from  them  in  disgust.  But  then  comes 
Professor  M.'s  turn ;  and  what  he,  wantino- 
Titanic  force,  has  been  able  to  do  with  it, 
shall  now  be  seen. 

We  might,  indeed,  repeat  the   ques- 
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tion,  what  would  common  sense  have 
said  to  such  a  text  as  Is.  vii.  14  ?  Or 
what  does  it  actually  say  to  the  scriptural 
representation  of  immortal  souls,  coming 
into  existence  tainted  throughout  all  their 
powers  with  a  deadly,  though  yet  uncon- 
scious, depravity  ;  spending  as  the  cer- 
tain consequence  of  that  original  derange- 
ment, a  few  years  of  ungodliness  on 
earth  ;  and  finally,  as  the  equally  certain 
result  of  both  combined,  dismissed  from 
the  presence  of  their  Creator  to  "  everlas- 
ting destruction  ?"  Every  one  knows,  that 
common  sense  storms  and  hoots  at  the 
statement  as  stark  blasphemy.  Nay,  drop 
the  preliminaries,  and  perhaps  some,  not 
at  all  connected  with  the  seminary,  might 
still  like  to  hear  Professor  M.'s  sentiments 
on  the  last  j)oint  mentioned.  But  let  us 
stick  to  the  Manual. 

I.  On  pp.  112-114,  we  read  thus  ;  and 
we  extract  the  entire  passage,  as  it  is  our 
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anxious  purpose  by  all  means,  and  in 
every  sense,  to  do  the  gentleman  ^wsa'ce: — 
"  The  last  example  which  we  shall 
give,  is  of  words  signifying  action,  being 
used  to  denote  the  j)ermissio7i  of  it  as  in  the 
prayer  of  David,  Psalm  cxix.  31,  'I  have 
adhered  to  thy  testimonies  ;  put  me  not  to 
shame.'  A  more  striking  example  we 
have  in  Isaiah  Ixii.  17,  *0  Lord,  why  hast 
thou  made  us  to  err  from  thy  ways,  and 
hardened  our  heart  from  thy  fear  ?'  In 
this  passage  and  some  others  the  English 
reader  is  startled  at  discovering  indica- 
tions of  the  horrible  doctrine,  that  God 
exercises  a  positive  agency  in  the  produc- 
tion of  moral  evil.  Thus  we  are  taught 
to  pray,  that  he  may  not  '  lead  us  into 
temptation  :'  He  *  hardened  Pharaoh's 
heart  :'  He  *  shuts  the  eyes  of  sinners, 
and  makes  their  ears  heavy  lest  they  see 
with  their  eyes  and  hear  with  their  ears. 
They  contain,  however,    nothing   alarm 
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ing ;  the  whole  doctrine  which  they  teach 
being  approved  by  the  light  of  reason  it- 
self; that  God,  in  righteous  judgment, 
gives  the  presumptuous  sinner  up  to  his 
own  evil  impulses,  permittinghim  to  '  har- 
den himself  even  under  those  means  which 
he  useth  for  the  softening  of  others.'* 
Misapprehension  of  this  idiom  led  many 
excellent  men  in  New  England,  to  profess 
without  scruple  or  limitation  their  belief, 
that  unholy  volitions  were  the  immediate 
effect  of  divine  agency.  The  race  is  nearly 
extinct,  having  been  succeeded  (as  might 
be  expected  from  the  usual  course  of 
things  in  the  world)  by  a  generation  who 
seem  afraid  to  trust  the  Supreme  Being 
with  any  agency  even  in  good.  We 
have  always  reverenced  those  worthy 
men.  We  especially  admire  that  iron 
intrepidity,  which  enabled  them  to  look  in 
the  face  and  take  to  their  bosom  so  ugly 

*  "  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith." 
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a  monster,  from  simple  regard  to  the  di- 
vine will.  Men  who  could  sacrifice  to 
faith  the  strongest  moral  instincts  of  their 
nature,  were  prepared  for  anything.  Yet 
after  all — in  the  matter  of  expounding 
Scripture,  heroism  is  a  poor  substitute  for 
Hebrew.'''* 

We  dare  not  let  the  reader  know  how 
this  passage  affected,  when  we  first  pe- 
rused it,  *'  the  moral  instincts"  of  our 
nature.  We  shall  simply  attempt  to  an- 
swer it.  The  whole  may  be  summed  up 
in  few  words  : — "  The  powerful  will  of 
God  has  no  further  agency  in  the  exis- 
tence of  moral  evil  than  to  permit  it,  and 
so  the  Westminster  Confession  of  faith 
seems  to  teach.  Some  strange  worthy 
people  in  New  England  held  a  different 
opinion.  But  while  we  reverence  and  ad- 
mire these  men  in  the  act  of  sacrificing 
their  strongest  moral  instincts  to  faith 
in  a  horrible  doctrine,  we  congratulate 
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ourselves  that  the  race  is  nearly  ex- 
tinct." 

Let  us  hsten,  then,  to  some  of  these 
marvellous  New  Englanders^  who  are  gen- 
erally understood  to  be  very  well  able  to 
speak  for  themselves  ;  and  the  first  that 
appears  is,  once  more,  John  Calvin,  In 
the  same  tract,  to  which  reference  has  al- 
ready been  made  after  quoting  Deut.  xiii. 
1-3,  he  proceeds  thus  ; — 

"  Ezek.  xiv.  9  is  still  clearer  ;  *  if  a 
deceived  prophet  has  brought  forth  any 
thing,  I,  God  have  deceived  that  prophet, 
and  my  hand  is  upon  him.'  You  enjoin 
us  to  be  content  with  mere  permission. 
God  declares  his  own  will  and  hand  to  be 
at  work.  Now  mark,  which  witness  is 
better  entitled  to  belief;  God  speaking 
of  himself  by  his  Spirit,  the  only  fountain 
of  wisdom,  or  you  prating  of  his  unknown 
mysteries,  according  to  your  carnal 
silly  apprehensions.     What  ^  when  God 
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calls  Satan  as  the  executioner  of  his  ven- 
geance, and  openly  commissions  him  to 
deceive,  does  this  differ  in  no  respect 
from  a  simple  permission  ?  The  voice  of 
God,  1  Kings  xxii.  20,  21,  is  distinct 
enough  ;  *  who  for  us  will  deceive  Ahab  ?' 
And  there  is  no  obscurity  in  the  com- 
mand given  to  Satan  ;  *  Go,  and  be  a 
lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  his  proph- 
ets.' 

I  would  also  know  whether  doins:  and 

o 

permitting  are  the  same  thing.  Because 
David  had  secretly  abused  his  neigh- 
bour's wife,  God,  2  Sam.  xii.  11,  de- 
clares that  he  will  bring  it  about,  that  his 
wives  shall  be  dragged  to  similar  infamy, 
in  the  sight  of  the  sun.  He  does  not  say, 
I  will  allow  it  to  be  done,  but  I  will  do 
it.  You,  to  aid  him  with  your  hollow 
help,  plead  permission  as  an  apology. 
David  himself  was  of  a  very  different 
mind,  who,  reflecting  on  the  just  judg- 
18 
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ment  of  God,  exclaims,  'I  am  dumb,  be- 
cause thou  didst  it.'  " 

The  reader  will  also  do  well  to  consult 
the  first  book  of  the  Institutions,  We 
translate  one  or  two  sentences  from  the 
last  chapter.  After  leading  evidence  as 
usual  from  the  word  of  God,  he  concludes 
thus  ; — 

"  Those,  who  are  but  moderately  ac- 
quainted with  Scripture,  will  perceive 
that,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  I  bring  for- 
ward only  a  few  proofs  out  of  many. 
They  are  more  than  sufficient,  however, 
to  show,  what  egregious  trifling  it  is,  to 
substitute  for  the  providence  of  God  a 
bare  permission,  as  if,  sitting  in  a  tower, 
he  were  there  watching  the  issues  of 
chance ;  and  so  his  determination  de- 
pended on  the  good  pleasure  of  men  .  .  . 
Our  wisdom  should  be  nothing  else,  but 
to  embrace  with  meek  docility,  and  in- 
deed without  exception,  whatever  is  de- 
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dared  in  Holy  Writ.  As  for  such  as 
wantonly  insult,  since  it  is  very  plain  that 
they  are  babbling  against  God,  they  are 
unworthy  of  further  refutation." 

Thus  again  testifies  Calvin  ; — and,  with 
all  his  "  great  plainness  of  speech,"  New 
England  has  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of 
him.  It  may  be  more  satisfactory,  how- 
ever, instead  of  quoting  individual  au- 
thority, to  appeal  to  the  recorded  confes- 
sions of  the  Reformed  Churches.  We 
give  the  following  as  a  specimen. 

"  We  believe,"  said  the  Synod  of  the 
French  Protestants,  held  at  Paris  in  1559, 
"  that  God  hath  not  only  made  all  things, 
but  also  ruleth  and  governeth  them,  as  he 
who  according  to  his  ivill  disposeth  and 
ordereth  whatsoever  happeneth  in  the  world. 
Yet  we  deny  that  he  is  the  author  of  evil, 
or  that  any  blame  of  things  done  amiss 
can  be  laid  upon  him,  seeing  his  will  is 
the  sovereign  and  most  certain  rule  of  all 
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righteousness  ;  but  he  hath  wonderful, 
rather  than  explicahlej  means,  by  which  he 
so  useth  all  the  devils  and  sinful  men  as 
insti'umentSy  that  whatsoever  they  do  evilly, 
that  he,  as  he  hath  justly  ordained,  so  he 
also  turnethitto  good.  Therefore,  while 
we  confess  that  nothing  at  allis  to  be  done, 
hut  by  the  means  of  his  provide Jice  and  ap- 
pointment, we  do  in  all  humility  adore  his 
secrets  that  are  hid  from  us,  neither  do 
we  search  in  those  things  which  be  with- 
out the  reach  of  our  capacity." 

Professor  M.  has  the  courage  to  refer 
to  the  Westminster  Divines.  Hear  them ! 
Confession,  ch.  V.  iv  ; — 

"  The  almighty  power,  unsearchable 
wisdom,  and  infinite  goodness  of  God,  so 
far  manifest  themselves  in  his  providence, 
that  it  extendeth  itself  even  to  the  first  fall, 
and  all  other  sins  of  angels  and  men,   and 

that  NOT  BY  A  BARE  PERMISSION,  but  SUCh 

as  hath  joined  with  it  a  most  wise  and 
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powerful  bounding,  and  otherwise  or- 
dering and  governing  of  them,  in  a  mani- 
fold dispensation,  to  his  own  holy  ends  ; 
yet  so  as  the  sinfulness  thereof  proceedeth 
only  from  the  creature,  and  not  from  God  ; 
who,  being  most  holy  and  righteous,  neith- 
er is  nor  can  be  the  author  or  approver 
of  sin."  And,  accordingly,  they  refer  to 
many  of  Calvin's  very  passages. 

The  Savoy  Confession — the  standard 
of  orthodox  Congregationalism — adopts 
the  identical  language  of  the  Westmins- 
ter. 

And  what  says  the  Synod  of  Dort  9 
In  one  place,  indeed,  the  word  permission 
occurs,  and,  in  another,  God  is  said  to 
"  leave  the  non-elect  in  his  just  judgment 
to  their  own  wickedness  and  obduracy." 
Nor  does  any  New-Englander,  that  we 
ever  heard  of,  question  the  propriety  of 
the  language.  It  is  used  both  in  the  Bi- 
ble, and  by  the  Westminster  Assembly. 
18* 
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But  neither  the  Bible  nor  the  Westminster 
Assembly  stops  tliere  ;  and  as  little  does 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  Confession 
of  Faiths  xiii: — "We  believe  that  the 
same  God,  after  he  had  created  all  things 
did  not  forsake  them,  or  give  them  up  to 
fortune  or  chance,  but  that  he  rules  and, 
governs,  according  to  his  holy  will,  so  that 
nothing  haijpens  in  this  world  without  his  ap- 
pointment :  7ieve7'theless,  God  neither  is  the 
author  of,  nor  can  be  charged  with  the 
sins  which  are  committed.  Fov  his  imwer 
and  goodness  is  so  great  and  incomp-ehen- 
sible,  that  he  orders  and  executes  his  work 
in  the  most  excellent  and  just  manner, 
even  then  when  devils  and  wicked  men  act 
unjustly.  And,  as  to  what  he  doth  sur- 
passing human  understanding,  we  will  not 
curiously  inquire  into,  further  than  our  ca- 
pacity will  admit  of." 

There  is  no  ambiguity  in  these  w^ords. 
Amesius,    the    illustrious    champion   of 
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Dutch  theology,  knew  very  well  what 
they  meant.  "  In  the  powerful  efficien- 
cy of  God  the  decree  of  God  holds  the  first 
place. . . .  The  decree  of  God  is,  his  deter- 
minate purpose  to  bring  all  things  to  pass 
hy  his  omnipotence,  and  according  to  his 
own  counsel."  Med,  Theol.  C.  VIL  1,  2. 
This  sovereign,  irresistible  decree  Ame- 
sius  extends,  in  the  45th  section,  to  "  all 
things,  the  greatest,  the  least,  contingent, 

necessary,   free,  without  exception 

the  human  heart  itself ;"  and  he  instances 
among  others  the  case  of  Pharaoh,  "  God 
so  arranged  every  thing,  as  to  move  Pha- 
raoh to  pursue  and  overwhelm  the  Israel- 
ites ;  nay,  he  hardened  him,  that  he  might 
pursue  ; — and  yet  Pharaoh  acted  freely." 
We  shall  be  truly  thankful  to  any  one 
who  will  show  us,  that  all  this  is  not  the 
identical  doctrine,  which  a  theological 
Professor  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
now  denounces  as  "  Aorri^/e."    It  will  be 
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observed  with  what  a  delightful  harmony 
these  witnesses  for  the  truth  concur,  in 
representing  ''  whatsoever  comes  to  pass," 
as  the  result,  not  so  much  of  divine  per- 
mission, as  of  divine  appointment  and 
decree.  This  they  do  in  the  same  breath, 
with  which  they  repudiate  the  inference 
of  a  blasphemous  logic,  that  God  must 
therefore,  in  any  sense  prejudicial  to  his 
immaculate  hohness,  be  the  author  of  sin. 
Professor  M.  may  comfort  himself  with 
the  assurance,  that  there  was  less  sacri- 
fice of  moral  instincts  in  the  case  than  he 
has  imagined.  Let  his  own  vision  be 
cleared  fiom  the  mists  of  his  own  com- 
mon sense,  and  the  spectacle,  that  will 
then  awaken  feelings  of  "reverential  ad- 
miration," will  not  be  excellent  men  hug- 
ging ugly  monsters,  "  from  simple,  regard 
to  the  divine  will,"  but  the  Church  of  God 
bending,  in  her  holy  fear,  at  the  footstool 
of  the  infinite  Spirit — of  him,  whose  judg- 
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ments  are  unsearchable,  and  his  wa^^s 
past  finding  out."     Rom.  xi.  33. 

*'  The  race" — adds  the  Professor — "is 
nearly  extinct."  That  christians,  in  our 
day,  do  not  generally  retain  that  deep 
and  solemn  sense  of  the  divine  presence 
and  agency  in  all  things,  which  distin- 
guishes the  era  of  faith  from  the  era  of 
common  sense,  is,  we  fear,  too  true.  But 
the  greater,  on  that  account,  is  the  shame, 
and  the  heavier  the  responsibility  which 
belongs  to  men,  if  any  such  there  are, 
who,  having  pledged  themselves  once 
and  again  before  the  altars  of  the  church 
to  maintain  and  defend  the  faith  of  their 
fathers,  now  lift  up  their  heel  against  it, 
and  contribute  the  influence  of  their  sta- 
tions to  foster  a  superficial  and  frivolous 
theolog}^. 

We  are  far  from  believing,  however, 
that  the  apostasy  has  become  quite  as 
general  as  the  gentleman  states.     The 
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late  Principal  Hill,  for  example,  and  he 
will  not  be  suspected  by  those  who  know 
him  of  extreme  views  on  any  subject, 
after  commenting  on  a  variety  of  scrip- 
tural phrases,  delivers  his  conclusion  in 
the  followino;  lano:ua2;e  : — 

O  CO 

**  All  of  them  conspire  in  establishing 
the  following  positions  : — that  actions, 
contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  and  to  the 
principles  of  morality,  may  form  part  of 
that  plan  originally  fixed  and  determined 
in  the  divine  mind ; — that  these  actions 
do  not  lose  any  of  their  moral  turpitude 
b\'  being  so  determined,  but  continue  to 
be  the  actions  of  the  moral  agents  by 
whom  they  are  performed,  for  which  they 
deserve  blame  and  suffer  punishment ; — 
and  that  actions  thus  wicked  and  punish- 
able are  made  the  instrument  of  great 
good.  "When  we  find  these  positions 
true  in  many  particular  instances,  and 
also  agreeing  with  general  expressions  in 
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scripture,  we  conclude  bv  fair  induction 
that  the}'  may  hold  true  in  the  great  sys- 
tem of  the  universe ;  and  we  seem  war- 
ranted to  sa}',  not  merely  that  the  provi- 
dence of  God  brings  good  out  of  evil 
when  the  evil  happens  ;  that  is  allowed 
by  the  Socinians  who  deny  the  divine 
foreknowledge  ; — not  merely  that  God, 
foreseeing  wicked  actions  which  were  to 
be  performed,  connected  them  in  the  plan 
of  his  providence  with  the  events  which 
he  had  determined  to  produce  ; — this  is 
what  the  Arminians  say  ; — ^but  that  the 
Supreme  Being,  to  whom  the  series  of 
events,  of  good  and  of  bad  actions  that 
constitute  the  character  of  this  world, 
w'as  from  the  beginning  present,  deter- 
mined to  produce  this  world  ;  that  the 
bad  no  less  than  the  good  result  from  his 
determination,  and  contribute  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  ;  and  yet  that  the 
liberty  of  moral  agents  not  being  in  the 
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least  affected  by  this  determination,  they 
deserve  praise  or  blame  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  their  actions  had  not  been 
predetermined.  But  these  are  some  of 
ihe  fimdamental  ])rincijples  of  Calvinism. ^^* 

Dr.  Hodge,  also,  in  expounding  Rom. 
ix.  18,  "  whom  he  will  he  hardens," 
says  ; — "  but  there  seems  to  be  more  ex- 
pressed by  the  language  of  the  text  than 
mere  permission,  because  it  is  evidently 
a  punitive  act  that  is  here  intended,  and 
because  this  view  does  not  suit  the  other 
passages  in  which  God  is  said  to  give 
sinners  up  to  the  evil  of  their  own  hearts ;" 
and  then  he  cites  one  of  Calvin's  tersest 
and  pithiest  observations  to  the  same 
effect.  Indeed,  the  remarks  of  the 
Princeton  professor  on  that  whole  context 

*  We  are  glad  to  understand,  that  these  Lectures  in 
Divinity  have  just  been  re-publis^hed  in  this  country. 
For  candour,  transparent  clearness  of  statement,  and 
beautiful  precision  of  language,  they  have  few  equals  in 
theoloffical  literature. 
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are  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Theologus 
modestus  :* — *'  what  proof  of  piety  is  there 
in  believing  our  own  eyes,  or  in  receiving 
the  deductions  of  our  own  reasoning  ? 
But  to  confide  in  God,  when  clouds  and 
darkness  are  round  about  him  ;  to  be  sure 
that  what  he  does  is  right,  and  that  what 
he  says  is  true,  when  we  cannot  see  how 
either  the  one  or  the  other  can  be,  this  is 
acceptable  in  his  sight.  And  to  this  trial 
he  subjects  all  his  people." 

It  will  be  better,  we  think,  for  Professor 
M.,  likewise,  to  conduct  his  students 
calmly  to  the  brink  of  these  awful  chasms, 
and  there  to  join  apostles,  and  "  angels 
of  God,"  in  exclaiming,  "o/j/  the  depth  P^ 
— than  to  endanger  both  himself  and  his 
followers  in  fantastic  attempts  either  to 
wade  through  them,  or  pimp  over  them. 

For  what,  after  all,  is  gained  by  this 

*  See  the  eloquent  inaugural  of  Witsius  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  Miscellanea  Sacra. 

19 
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distinction  between  agency  and  permis- 
sion f  by  this  subjecting  of  God's  "  incom- 
prehensible justice^'' — (a  fine  phrase  of  the 
old  divines) — to  the  rules  and  measures 
of  human  equity  ?  The  gentleman  is  will- 
ing that  God  should  jpermit  sin.  Is  it, 
then,  consistent  wdth  the  morality  of  the 
a'eature  to  permit  sinf — to  "suffer  sin 
upon  his  neighbour,"  Lev.  xix.  17,  when 
he  is  able  to  prevent  it,  or  remove  it  ? 
Are  we  not  bound,  to  the  very  utterm.ost 
of  our  strength,  to  clear  a  brother's  path 
from  stumbling-blocks  ^  And  now  will 
Professor  M.  inform  us,  whether  a  corres- 
jponding  obligation  rests  iqjon  God  ? 

In  conclusion,  we  again  submit  the 
doctrine  to  the  test  of  facts ;  and  the  case 
w^e  select  is  the  highest  that  the  history 
of  the  universe  affords.  Professor  M. 
would  say,  "  God  j}crmiited  Adam  to  fall; 
and  he  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  it 
than  that."     The  standards  of  the  Re- 
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formed  Churches  say,  that  the  fall,  and 
every  the  minutest  circumstance  that  led 
to  it,  were  immutably  fixed  in  the  divine 
mind,  befoie  Adam  had  a  being.  If  it 
were  not  so,  then  it  must  have  been  an 
absolute  uncertainty,  i^/ie^/icr  he  ivouIdfaU 
or  not : — and  the  Omniscient  One  must 
have  waited  to  the  last  moment,  when 
the  man  put  forth  his  hand,  and  "  did 
eat,"  before  it  could  be  entered  on  the 
records  of  love,  that  the  blood  of  the  In- 
carnate should  flow  on  Calvary.  Even 
then,  another  difficulty  must  have  arisen 
as  to  the  way  in  which  that  blood  should 
be  shed.  But  the  Bible  gives  no  hint  of 
any.  As  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  "deliv- 
ered by  the  determinate  counsel  and 
foreknowledge  of  God,"  so  it  was  just  as 
ceitainly  secured  into  what  hands  he 
should  come  ;  and  yet  they  were  '*  wicked 
hands"  that  crucified  and  slew  the  Lord 
of  glory.     Acts  ii.  23. 
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No  one,  who  has  reflected  at  all  on 
these  subjects,  will  ask  us  to  trouble  our- 
selves with  the  old  puzzle, — which,  how- 
ever, is  every  whit  as  perplexing  to  the 
rational  deist,  as  it  is  to  the  believer  in 
revelation, — Iww  is  the  omnipotent  decree 
of  God  to  be  reconciled  with  human  re- 
sponsibility ?  That  the  two  are  perfect- 
ly compatible,  we  know  :  but  that  is  all 
we  can  say  about  it. 

11.  To  this  same  unfortunate  turn  for 
clearing  theology  of  difficulties,  and  level- 
ling it  off  as  a  play-ground,  where  Com- 
mon Sense  shall  be  in  no  danger  of  acci- 
dent, we  attribute  the  doctrine,  on  p.  82 
of  the  Manual,  relative  to  the  death  of 
Christ,  which  amazed  us,  we  confess, 
still  more.  We  are  aware  that  many, 
who  are,  in  the  main,  good  Calvinists, 
are  accustomed  to  take  great  comfort 
from  the  distinction  between  the  divine 
agency,  and  the  divine  permission,  when- 


NOTES,     &c.  221 

ever  the  question  of  the  existence  of  sin  is 
started.  But  happily  it  is  not  yet  so 
common  for  Calvinistic  Professors  to  sneer 
at  those  who  beheve,  that  Christ  died  for 
the  elect  only.  Let  us  again  quote  the 
passage  entire : — 

*'  On  this  synecdochical  use  of  the 
word — '  air — those  who  contend  that  in 
no  sense  can  Christ  be  said  to  die  for  the 
non-elect,  found  their  explications  of  the 
numerous  passages  objected  to  their  view. 
Nothing  more  is  meant,  they  say,  than 
that  he  died  for  *  all  kinds  of  men.' 
Happily,  these  gentlemen  are  themselves 
a  synecdoche — and  we  trust  a  small  one — 
of  the  party  to  which  they  belong.  Cal- 
vinism can  boast  of  a  different  class  of 
expositors,  among  whom  is  found  Calvin 
himself — than  whom  few  use  stronger 
language  in  describing  the  magnificent 
fulness  and  universality  of  the  gracious 
provisions  of  the  gospel." 
19* 
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That  "  the  church  of  God,"  and  none 
hut  slwy  "  was  purchased  with  his  own 
blood,"  Acts  XX.  28  ;  in  other  words,  that 
Christ  "  obtained  eternal  redemptions''^  for 
the  elect,  and  for  none  hut  them,  Heb.  ix. 
12  ; — Professor  M.,  of  course,  believes 
just  as  firmly  as  we  do.  At  any  rate,  we 
shall  venture  to  take  that  much  for  grant- 
ed, and  shall  suppose  that  he  meant  to 
say  nothing  more  than  this,  that,  while  in 
one  sense  Christ  died  for  the  elect,  in  an- 
other sense  he  died  for  all,  that  is,  for  every 
human  being.  We  are  still  entitled  to 
ask,  and  the  answer,  if  it  can  be  got,  will 
let  us  at  once  know  what  it  is  he  wants  to 
be  at, — wherein  do  the  senses  differ  ?  Either, 
there  is  no  difference  that  can  be  stated  ; 
or,  he  died  for  some  in  such  a  sense  as  se- 
cured their  salvation,  and  for  all  in  such  a 
sense  as  left  millions  of  them  to  perish.  So 
that  this  other  notable  device,  for  shield- 
ing the  divine  perfections  from  the  dis- 
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honour  of  the  divine  word,  turns  out,  as 
the  former  did,  to  be  a  paltry  logomachy 
which  effects  nothing,  and  which,  besides 
the  numberless  peculiar  absurdities  that 
attach  to  it,  is  exposed  to  precisely  the 
same  objections,  and  beset  with  precisely 
the  same  difficulties,  solicitude  to  escape 
from  which  has  led  to  its  invention. 

But  let  us  see  what  the  "excellent 
men  in  New  England"  thought  about 
this  too. 

The  seventeenth  article  of  the  Church 
of  Enoland   defines    *'  Predestination  to 

o 

life"  to  be  *'  the  everlasting  purpose  of 
God,  whereby  (before  the  foundations  of 
the  world  were  laid)  he  hath  constantly 
decreed  by  his  counsel,  secret  to  us,  to 
deliver  from  curse  and  damnation,  tJwse 
wliom  he  hath  chosen  in  Christ  out  of  man- 
Jcind,  and  to  britig  them  by  Christ  to  everlast- 
ing salvation,  as  vessels  made  to  honour." 
The  great  means  by  which  this  is  effect- 
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ed  is,  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  the  Mediator. 
And  is  it  credible  that  the  noble  Calvi- 
nists,  who  drew  up  those  articles,  sup- 
posed that  that  sacrifice  was  offered  for 
any,  who  were  yet  excluded  from  the  elect- 
ing decree  ? — that  the  price  of  blood  was 
faid  for  any,  whom  the  Father  had  not 
given  to  the  Son  f  Archbishop  Usher 
seems  to  have  thought  not : — in  his  Body 
of  Divinity  he  thus  puts,  and  answers,  the 
question ; — 

*'  What  profit  cometh  by  his  sacrifice  ? 
— By  his  most  painful  sufferings  he  hath 
satisfied  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  of  his 
elect,  (Is.  liii.  5  ;  1  Pet.  ii.  24  ;  1  John  ii. 
2  ;)  and  appeased  the  wrath  of  his  father. 
To  whom  doth  God  reveal  and  apply  his 
Covenant  of  grace  ? — Not  to  the  world 
but  to  his  Church  called  out  of  the  world ; 
that  is,  not  to  the  reprobate,  appointed 
from  everlasting  to  be  vessels  of  wrath, 
but  to  the  elect  and  chosen,  &c." 
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Just  so  the  Welch  Calvinistic  Methodists 
declare,  that  "  God,  from  eternity,  elected 
and  ordained  Christ  to  be  a  covenant 
head,  a  mediator,  and  a  surety  to  his 
church  ;  to  redeem  and  save  it.  God  also 
elected  in  Christ  a  countless  multitude 
out  of  every  tribe,  tongue,  people,  and 
nation  to  holiness  and  everlasting  life  ; 
and  every  means  were  employed  to  effect 
this  purpose  most  securely." 

The  Westminster  Assembly  in  the  8th 
chapter  of  their  Confession,  sect.  5,  tell  us 
that  "  the  Lord  Jesus  by  his  perfect  obe- 
dience and  sacrifice  of  himself,  which  he 
through  the  eternal  Spirit  once  offered  up 
unto  God,  hath  fully  satisfied  the  justice 
of  his  Father;  and  purchased  not  only  re- 
conciliation, but  an  everlasting  -  inheri- 
tance in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  for  all 
those  whom  the  father  hath  given  him,"*^  And 
then,  sect.  8,  "  To  all  those  for  whom 
Christ   hath   purchased    redemption    he 
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doth  certainly  and  effectually  ajy'ply  the 
same,  ^'c^  And  again  in  chap.  11,  sect. 
4,  "  God  did  from  all  eternity  decree 
to  justify  all  the  elect  ;  and  Christ  did, 
in  the  fulness  of  time,  die  for  their  sins, 
and  rise  again  for  their  justification." 

This  language   also  is  adopted  verba- 
tim by  the  Savoy, 

Nor  are  the  standards  of  Professor  M.^s 
own  Church  less  distinct  and  decisive.  True 
enough,  they  say,  Heid.  Cat.  XV  Lord''s 
day  ; — 'Hhat  Christ  sustained  the  wrath 
of  God  against  the  sins  of  all  mankind  ;" 
and  in  the  Canons,  second  Head,  art.  iii — 
*'  The  death  of  the  Son  of  God  is  the  only 
and  most  perfect  sacrifice  and  satisfaction 
for  sin  ;  is  of  infinite  worth  and  value, 
abundantly  sufficient  to  expiate  the  sins  of 
the  whole  world."  Who  quarrels  with 
them  for  saying  so  ?  This  is  undoubted- 
ly the  language  of  scripture  in  numerous 
passages.     The   question  is,  what  does 
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scripture,  and  what  did  the  Synod  of  Dort, 
mean  by  it  ?  And  we  are  not  left,  in 
either  case,  to  guess  for  the  answer.  His 
name  is  justly  "  called  Jesus ;  for  he  saves 
his  people  from  their  sins,"  Mat.  i.  21 ; — 
"  Christ  loved  the  church  and  gave  himself 
for  itj^^  Eph.  V.  25  ; — "  I  lay  down  my  life 
for  the  sheep,''"'  the  definite  number  given 
to  him  by  the  Father,  John  x.  15,  29. 

Now,  what  conceivable  difference  is 
there  between  this,  and  w^hat  the  Nation- 
al Synod  teaches  us  in  their  Canons,  First 
Head,  articles  vii,  and  ix  ? — "Election  is 
the  unchangeable  purpose  of  God,  w^here- 
by,  before  the  foundation  of  the  w^orld, 
he  hath  of  mere  grace,  according  to  the 
sovereign  good  pleasure  of  hisownwdll, 
chosen  from,  the  whole  human  race,  a  certain 
number  of  persons  to  redemption  in  Christ, 
whom  he  from  eternity  appointed  the  media- 
tor and  head  of  the  elect,  and  the  founda- 
tion of  salvation."  ....     **  This  elect  num- 
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her — God  hath  decreed  to  give  Christ  to 
be  saved  by  him,  &c."  ....  *'  This  elec- 
tion was  not  founded  ujjon  foreseen  faith, 
and  the  obedience  of  faith,  &c. . .  but  elec- 
tion  is  the  fountain  of  every  saving  good ; 
from  which  proceed  faith,  &c." — And, 
accordingly  the  12th  and  13th  Lord's 
days  of  the  Heidelbergh  Catechism  pro- 
claim, that  "  by  the  one  sacrifice  of  his 
body — with  his  precious  blood,  Christ 
hath,"  not,  put  us  in  the  way  of  salvation, 
made  our  salvation  a  possible  thing,  but — 
"  hath  redeemed  us,  both  soul  and  body, 
from  all  our  sins,  and  thus  hath  made  us 
his  own  property." 

Nothing  can  be  plainer.  The  death  of 
Christ  is  sufficient  to  expiate  the  sins  of 
the  whole  human  race  ;  even  had  the 
sum  total  of  the  race  been  larger  by  a 
hundred  fold  than  it  actually  is.  But  the 
death  of  Christ  is  effectual  for  salvation  to 
the  elect  alone,  to  that  certain  number  of 
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persons,  for  whom,  and  for  whom  alone, 
it  secures,  not  merely  the  end,  but  every 
means  leading  to  it.  Nor  was  it  ever  in- 
tended or  designed  by  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
that  the  saviiig  virtue  of  that  blood  should  go 
out  upon  amj  single  soul,  not  included  in  the 
decree  of  election. 

Whether  this  be  scriptural  doctrine  or 
not,  we  simply  ask  the  reader  to  judge, 
whethei  it  is  not,  beyond  all  reasonable 
controvers}'',  the  doctrine  of  the  Dutch 
standards  ; — and  let  him  next  try  to  dis- 
cover the  sense  in  which  any  one,  hold- 
ing these  standards  in  good  faith,  can 
believe  Christ  to  have  diedybr  the  non-elect. 

Amesius,  in  his  elaborate  work  against 
the  remonstrants,  states  the  case  thus  : — 
"  That  Christ  died  for  all  and  singly  may 
be,  and  commonly  is,  understood  either 
as  denoting  the  power  and  value  of  that 
death,  namely,  that  it  is  sufficient  and  sui- 
table for  saving  all  and  singly  ;  in  which 
20 
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sense  the  proposition  is  allowed  by  those 
on  our  side  ;  or,  as  asserting  some  kind  of 
actual  efficiency  regarding  all  and  singly 
without  distinction  ;  in  which  sense  it  is 
agreed  to  by  the  remonstants,  and  im- 
pugned by  our  friends.  For,  between 
sufficient  value  and  efficacy,  there  is  no  possi- 
ble medium.''^  It  is  precisely  this  middle 
course  that  we  wish  Professor  M.,  who 
seems  to  have  fallen  upon  it,  clearly  to 
explain. 

In  the  same  chapter,  i[\e first  under  the 
second  article,  Amesius  lays  down  the 
doctrine  of  the  church,  as  we  have  already 
exhibited  it  from  her  own  standards  ; — 
viz.  that  all  the  great  parts  of  Christ's 
mediatorial  work,  both  in  the  purchase 
and  application  of  redemption,  are  defined 
by  the  electing  decree, 

John  Mark,  also,  although  in  referenc9 
to  moral  evil  he  did  consent  to  fritter  down 
a  decree  to  a  permission,  is  explicit  enough 
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on  the  present  point.  Ch.  xx.  23.  "  Christ 
did  not  satisfy  for  angels,  nor  for  all  men, 
but  for  the  elect  alone ;^-  and  he  interprets 
*'  the  whole  world,"  in  1  John  ii.  2,  as 
denoting  "  either  wze^i  indefinitely  in  oppo- 
sition to  angels,  or  the  elect  scattered 
through  the  whole  world,  and  belonging 
by  nature  to  the  w^orld,  in  opposition  to 
Jews  alone,  or  to  the  teachers,  or  believ- 
ers of  that  age." 

If  Professor  M.  should  say  that  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  reconcile  this  doctrine  of  the  lim- 
ited design  of  Christ's  death  with  the  gen- 
eral offers  of  the  gospel,  we  shall  reply 
that  the  difficulty  is,  indeed,  as  great  as 
in  reconciling  this  latter  fact  with  the 
doctrine  of  election  which  he  holds,  and  no 
greater.  Let  no  one,  therefore,  on  account 
of  the  difficulty,  be  ashamed  to  avow  the 
truth  in  either  case.  We  do  assert  un- 
qualifiedly, that  the  number  of  the  re- 
deemed is  limited;  and  that  God  himself, 
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from  eternity,  has  immutably  fixed  and 
determined  it.  But  having  asserted  this, 
as  the  conclusion  alike  of  scripture  and 
enlightened  reason,  we  turn  round,  and 
adjure  the  sinner  to  "  work  out  his  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling ;"  and 
we  are  conscious  of  no  greater  absurdity 
in  doing  so,  than  if  we  exhorted  the 
farmer  to  persevering  industry  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  fields,  knowing  all  the 
while  that  God  himself,  from  eternity, 
has  immutably  fixed  and  determined  the 
result  of  all  his  toils.  In  both  cases,  the 
means  and  the  end  are  naked  and  open 
to  the  eyes  of  the  Eternal ;  and,  in  both 
cases,  we  say  to  the  creature,  "use  the 
means,  or  the  end  will  be  disaster  and 
ruin."  "  God  commandeth  all  men  every- 
where to  repent."  That  command  they 
are  all  equally  bound  to  obey.  **  And, 
whereas  many  who  are  called  by  the 
gospel  do  not  repent,  nor  believe  in  Christ, 
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this  is  not  owing  to  an}^  defect  or  insuffi- 
ciency in  the  sacrifice  offered  by  Christ 
upon  the  cross,  but  is  wholly  to  be  impu- 
ted to  themselves."  Canons,  second  Head, 
art*  vi. 

Professor  M.  tries  a  second  time  to  find 
shelter  in  a  crowd,  and  seems  to  intimate 
that  if  he  has  changed,  it  has  only  been 
with  the  times.  Our  former  answer  is 
equally  available  here ; — there  are  the 
standards  ;  and  they  are  unchanged.  Who- 
ever cannot  believe  in  them,  had  better 
have  them  accommodated  to  his  views, 
or  cease  to  fight  under  other  people's 
colours.  But  neither  in  this  instance  are 
we  satisfied,  that  the  many  ministers  of 
the  Dutch  Church,  who  have  sat  at  the 
feet  of  the  late  venerable  Professor  of 
didactic  theology,*  have  so  soon  forgotten 
the  lessons  he  taught  them.     Nor  can  we 

*  The  Rev,  P.  Milledoler,  D.  D. 
20* 
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fimi,  in  any  of  the  works  of  modern 
Calvinists  to  which  we  have  access,  the 
slightest  trace  of  Professor  M.'s  doctrine, 
that  Christ  died  for  the  non-elect.  We 
name  two  or  three,  whom  the  reader  may 
examine  for  himself, — Symington  on  the 
Atonement,  Stevenson  on  the  Offices  of 
Christ,  Dick's  Lectures  on  Theology,  and 
Hill's  Lectures  in  Divinity. 

As  for  Professor  M.'s  unparalleled  as- 
sertion, that  "  Calvinism  can  boast  of  a 
different  class  of  expositors,  among  whom 
is  found  Cahin  himself  ^ — we  hardly  know 
what  to  say.  Either,  it  betrays  a  reckless 
audacity  that  is  perfectly  unaccountable ; 
or,  it  shows  that  its  author  knows  exactly 
as  much  of  Calvinism — its  foundations 
and  superstructure — as  he  does  of  Millen- 
arianism.  But  we  feel,  that  there  would 
be  something  like  insult  to  the  glorious 
memory  of  that  man  of  God,  in  going 
about  to  establish  this  by  any  lengthened 
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disquisition.  The  reader  will  probably 
be  satisfied  with  the  following  remarks 
on  two  texts  ; — the  strongest  that  an  oppo- 
nent of  Calvinism  could  select : — 

"1.  Tim.  ii.  6 ;   Who  gave  himself  a  ran- 
som for  all — the  universal  particle  must 

ALWAYS     BE     REFERRED      TO      KINDS      OF 

MEN,  NOT  TO  PERSONS  I  as  if  he  had  said, 
not  Jews  only,  but  also  Gentiles,  not 
subjects  only,  but  also  kings,  are  re- 
deemed by  the  death  of  Christ." 

**  1  John  ii.  2  ;  And  he  is  the  propitia- 
tion for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  onli/f  hut 
fir  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  Some  have 
said,  that  Christ's  sufferings  were  suffi- 
cient for  the  whole  world,  but  effectual 
only  for  the  elect.  I  grant  the  truth  of 
this,  but  deny  that  it  applies  here.  For 
John  intended  simply  to  declare  the 
common  interest  of  the  whole  church 
in  this  blessing.  Therefore,  under  all 
he  does  not  include  the  reprobate  ;  but 
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designs  those  who  were  yet  to  believe, 
and  were  scattered  through  every 
clime." 

So  much  for  Calvin  ; — and  so  much 
for  a  Calvinistic  professor's  acquaint- 
ance with  him. 


Note    O. 

We  account  it  one  of  the  strangest  il- 
lustrations of  the  power  of  mental  habit, 
that  christians  generally  can  meet  with 
Millenarian  truth  from  day  to  day,  not 
only  in  their  Bibles,  but  in  their  hymn- 
books,  and  favourite  poets,  without  the 
slightest  consciousness  even  of  its  pre- 
sence. The  most  substantial,  literal  glo- 
ries are  silently  dissolved,  and  evapora- 
ted, in  the  secret,  spiritual  alembic. 
Surely,  their  emotions   of  elevated  joy 
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would  suffer  no  abatement ;  but  would 
rather  be  enhanced,  were  their  minds  to 
rest  a  little  more  on  the  letter  of  those 
predictions,  which  foretell  the  return  of 
earth's  golden  age,  when 

"  O'er  our  ransomed  nature, 
The  Lamb  for  sinners  slain. 
Redeemer,  King,  Creator, 
In  bliss  returns  to  reign.^' 

The  degree  of  authority,  which  both 
Scripture  and  the  voice  of  the  Church, 
seem  to  lend  to  Millenarianism,  ought,  at 
least,  to  save  it  from  anything  like  sum- 
mary condemnation,  or  petulant  scorn. 
And  even  if  its  friends  deceive  them- 
selves in  many  of  their  expositions  of  the 
divine  word,  still,  it  is  thought,  there  can 
be  nothing  very  wrong  in  their  habitual 
efforts  to  cherish  the  spirit  of  the  beauti- 
ful prayer  of  the  old  English  Liturgy; — 
"  That  it  may  please  thee,  O  Lord,  of  thy 
gracious  goodness,   shortly  to  accomjjlish 
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the  number  of  thine  elect,  and  to  hasten  thy 
'kingdom^'' 

The  present  dispensation  of  human  af- 
fairs we  cannot  regard  as  this  reign  of 
"  Immanuel,  God  with  us."  Much,  on 
the  contrary,  that  we  observe  within  the 
church's  pale,  and  everything  without, 
assure  us,  that  it  is  rather  the  night-sea- 
son of  the  world — *'  the  black  and  dark 
night" — the  time  of  uncertainty  and  fear. 
The  face  of  nature  is  under  eclipse  ;  and 
all  things  wear  a  sombre  and  disastrous 
hue.  "  The  beasts  of  the  forest  do  creep 
forth" — violence  and  wrong  stalk  abroad 
on  their  quest  of  rapine  and  blood.  Men 
"  kindle  a  fire,  and  compass  themselves 
round  with  sparks  ;  they  walk  in  the 
light  of  their  fire,  and  in  their  sparks  that 
they  have  kindled," — and  forget  the  glo- 
rious Luminary,  as  he  hastens  to  the 
East.  Such  is  the  condition,  and  such 
the  character  of  the  apostate  race  under 
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all  varieties  of  external  circumstances, 
and  political  arrangement.  "  They  know- 
not,  neither  will  they  understand  ;  they 
walk  on  in  darknesss ;  all  the  foundations 
of  the  earth  are  out  of  course" — "  a  land  of 
darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death;  aland 
of  darkness,  as  darkness  itself;  and  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  without  any  order,  and 
where  the  light  is  as  darkness."  Search 
every  coast,  and  nowhere,  but  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  Goshen,  will  you  meet 
with  one  beam  of  heavenly  radiance.  To 
his  church,  indeed,  God  has  committed 
the  oracles  of  truth.  But  even  "  this  sure 
word  of  prophecy  is  as  a  light  shining  in 
a  dark  place."  The  day  has  not  yet 
dawned,  nor  the  day-star  arisen  on  our 
hearts.  The  chosen  tribes  are  "  led  all 
the  night  with  a  light  of  fire" — and  the 
firmanent  above  is  to  them  thick  sow^n 
with  stars.  But  even  these  lesser  glories 
they   now    "  see,    as   through     a    glass, 
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darkly."  Meanwhile,  the  watchman 
stands  upon  his  watch-tower,  or  he  plies 
his  faithful  and  assiduous  rounds.  The 
Camp  he  guards  is  all  hushed  and  silent ; 
— ^but,  ever  and  anon,  a  voice — sudden — 
piercing — ^breaks  upon  his  ear,  startling 
the  still  night ; — "  Watchman,  what  of  the 
night  ?  Watchman,  what  of  the  night  ? — 
No  signs  yet  of  approaching  day  ?  Not 
even  the  grey  dawn  of  Morn  ?" — 

"  Come  forth  out  of  thy  royal  cham- 
bers, O  Prince  of  all  the  kings  of  the 
earth  !  Put  on  the  visible  robes  of  thy 
imperial  majesty,  and  take  up  that  un- 
limited sceptre,  which  thy  Almighty 
Father  hath  bequeathed  thee  ;  for  now 
the  voice  of  thy  bride  calleth  thee,  and 
all  things  sigh  to  be  renewed." 

FINIS. 
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